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MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV. W. WREN, 
MINISTER AT GRAPE LANE CHAPEL, YORK. 


Ma. Wren was born Nov. 18; 
1750, at Kidlington-on-the-green, 
near Oxford, and was the youngest 
of eight or nine children. His 
father, Philip Wren, was a farmer. 
As he grew up he gave evidence 
of a quick conception, and a re- 
tentive memory ; but his temper 
was hasty and irritable. Possess- 
a delicate constitution, not 
sufficiently hardy and robust. for 
icultural pursuits, he went to 
ord, where he obtained a bene- 

ial situation in one of the col« 
His business was to take 

tare of the gentlemen’s apartments, 
and to provide them with neces- 
saries. Here he was in the midst 
of temptations, and unhappily 
adopted the reigning vices of the 
re of the place in which he re- 
His first serious impressions 

as to religion appear to have been 
occasioned by the following oc- 
currence:—-One day as he was 
einem reproved him, 
which mstance, by the bless- 
ing of God, had’ such an effect 
m his mind, that, from that 

, he was convinced of the error 
ofhis ways} and, feeling an anx- 
concern to reform his conduct, 

he bought a Common Prayer Book, 
pe. and. Dr. Watts’s Hymns. 


ictions increasing, he . 


made no use of the first, but began 

to pour out his soul in the exercise 

of pi ivate devotion, without the 

of is book. Referring to 

part of his experience, he was 

set to remark, in the sub- 

iods of his life, that 

those petite are unacquainted 
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with God who aré unable to ‘pray 
without a book ; that God never 
appointed men to make prayers 
for. his church ; and that évery 
one can pray who is acquainted 
with his own heart,- and feels his 
own wants. 

He now began to be diligent in 
his attendance at various places of 
worship ; and, believing that God 
had a people in the world, he 
earnestly prayed that he might be 


directed where to findthem. About . 


this time his convictions were 
greatly deepened from his hearing 
a minister, of the name of Clarke, 
say, in a sermon, “that one sin 
lived in, and allowed, would damn 
the soul.” These words were so 
powerfully impressed upon his 
conscience, and thé sense of his 
dangerous condition was so dread- 
ful, as to produce hysteric ‘fits, 
which, when ‘he was much fatigued 
in body or distressed in mind, wete 
ever after liable to return. 

He now also began to reprove 
sin; and, knowing that he had 
truth on his side, he pursued, in 
this respect, what he conceived to 
be his any not fearing the face 
of man. The gentlemen in the 
college very warmly opposed him, 
some reasoning with him, 
cursing and swearing vehemently. 
One evening a company .of them, 
having Fagen a formed the de- 
sign, had y met together, 
for the of ‘put God some 
personal injury; but was 
pleased to frustrate their intentions 
one of them having cat bie hal 
severely, while pn Beovth to open 
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an oyster, the whole company was 
thrown into such confusion, that 
their diabolical design was relin- 
quished. Having too much reli- 
gion for this place, his zeal and 
faithfulness occasioned him many 
enemies. 

Soon after, having left Oxford, 
he went to London, where he be- 
éame a very constant ‘hearer at 
Mr. Whitefield’s chapel, Tottenham 
Court Road. It wasa considerable 
time, liowever, before he was ena- 
bled to exercise the full assurance 
of hope. Feeling a deep concern 
for sinners, and wishing that all 
might be as happy as he was in 
the knowledge of Jesus Christ, he 
frequently visited the poor people 
in the work-houses; but his friends, 
perceiving that he had talents for 
still further usefulness, recom- 
mended him to Lady Huntingdon’s 
college. The precise time of his 
going thither cannot be ascertained. 

We learn, from aletter addressed 
by Lady Huntingdon to Mr. Mor- 
gan of Narbeth, near Haverford- 
west, that he was in her connexion, 
and engaged in preaching in Pem- 
brokeshire, early in 1778. She 
thus writes : 

_ © Bath, Feb. 5, 1778. 

“ Mr. Morgan —I have received 
your letter, and wish much to 
oblige you, and all our Welsh 
Christian friends ; but from your 
account, I greatly fear that Wren, 
my student, will be too much fa- 
tigued for his constitution, and he 
must have rest at the college. I 
know not one in the college, I can 
yet spare to help Wren, and I 
must desire care may be taken of 
him; while he does stay. I praise 
the Lord for his loving-kindness 
to you all, and hope all will be- 
lieve me, 

* Your, and their faithful friend, 
1 “5. 5.” 

It having pleased God to call 
him to preach the Gospel, the 
word, by his ministry, was blessed 
to sinners. Great numbers at- 
tended his preaching wherever he 
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went, and many instances were 
found of. the. good effeets of these 
his first labours. His chief talent 
was to arouse sinners -with a dread 
of the Divine judgments, by 
alarming the licentious person, 
and the formal professor, as with 
the voice of thunder. He was re. 
markable for describing vice in its 
most odious colours; and for re- 
presenting the horrors of the 
damned in the most striking 
light. His zeal in the cause of 
God, and the deep concern which 
he felt for the salvation of sinners, 
proved seriously prejudicial to his 
health; for by frequent riding 
and preaching, while he was in 
Wales, he so far impaired his 
constitution ; that he never fully 
recovered from the effects. The 
Lord made him acceptable to the 
people, and the message which he 
delivered in the principality, was 
rendered effectual to many; in 
consequence of which; a petition 
was sent from Pembroke to Lady 
Huntingdon, signed by some hun- 
dreds, earnestly entreating that he 
might be allowed to settle amongst 
them. Her Ladyship was unwil- 
ling, however, that he should set- 
tle in any place: and, finding his 
health more and more impaired, 
through the greatness of his exer- 
tions, she judged it proper he should 
return to the college. Accordingly, 
he left Pembrokeshirein Feb, 1779. 

After staying a short™time at 
the college, he went to Frome, in 
Somersetshire. Having faithfully 
delivered his message in that 
place, he requested leave to re- 
turn to the college. Lady Hun- 
tingdon, fully approving of his con- 
duct, wrote to him as follows: 

« I am quite satisfied you should 
leave Frome ; and am much pleas- 
ed with your faithful spirit, and 


‘diligence in our dear and blessed 


Master’s cause. _Remembér the 
son that is a servant, ever labours 
most and best; and I trust this 
will be found your glory, as well 
as present honour, that you #% 
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1821.7] 
work while it is called to-day. Go 
op, my good young man ; let us 
not rest till all we are, and have, 
ate engaged for the kingdoms of 
this world, to become the kingdoms 


of Christ. 1 wish you to remain 
at college, for your temporal im- 
provement, and to visit Monmouth, 
Hereford, and Ross, for jour pre- 
sent labours. I will send down 


some gracious brethren, for your 


help, next week. Encourage their 
zeal and faithfulness in the work, 
and éngage each other’s prayers 
for much love, grace, and power, 
and for the many labours of the 
college ; and believe me ever, 
* Yoor truly faithful, 

** and sincere friend, 
« April 6, 1779.” “e. 

It appears that the prayers of 
the people in Wales, had reached 
the ears of “ the Lord of the har- 
vest,” for we find that, through 
their entreaties, Lady Huntingdon 
made them a promise, that Mr. 
Wren should return, which occa- 
sioned Miss Lloyd, of Narbeth, a 
daughter of the Rev. Mr. Lloyd, 
to write the following letter to 
Mr. Wren: 

“It is with pleasure that I 
can inform you, though I suppose 
it will be no news to you, that 
Mr. Barnes has received a letter 
from her Ladyship, with a pro- 
mise of your return in a short 
time. Oh! that the everlasting 
God of Jacob may come with 
you, and that the sound of your 
blessed Master’s feet, may be 
heard behind you; for that, and 
that only, will make your coming 
to be for the better, and not for 
the worse. The promise of your 
return, I confess, has given me 
| yg pleasure ; especially when 

religious privileges, which we 
have enjoyed together, are brought 
tomy mind ; my soul is revived, 
and I am constrained to cry out, 
“Lord, evermore give me this 
bread.” Oh! that I could pray 
more fervently, praise more thank~- 
fully, love more ardently, and re- 
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joice more triumphantly. ... ... 
You are wéll assured that you left 
some scores in Pembrokeshire, 
very desirous of hearing of your 
health and prosperity ; and some 
few here, who can sincerely say, 
that their prayer is, that the Lord 
may be with you, and continue to 
bless you among the people, where, 
by his providence, you are at pre- 
sent called to labour, as evidently 
as he hath amongst us. May you 
now be enabled by him to go on 
faithfully and laboriously among 
them in his cause, neither courting 
their smiles, nor fearing their 
frowns, well knowing the one to 
be as dangerous as the other. This 
from, dear Mr. Wren, 
** Your sincere friend, 

‘in tribulation’s road, 

“ Erizabeta Lioyp.” 
* Narbeth, Mar. 18, 1779.” 

How long he remained in Wales 
on this occasion is uncertain: it 
could only be for a few months. 
Lady Huntingdon, finding that 
his labours had very seriously in- 
jured his health, judged it expe- 
dient that he should leave Wales, 
and take a tour through England, 
for the purpose of visiting the 
churches under her care, to preach 
only when his strength would per- 
mit. When she sent him forth, 
she addressed him in the follow- 
ing words: “ Now, Wren, I charge 
you to be faithful, and to deliver 
a faithful message in all the con- 
gregations.” To which he replied, 
knowing, by experience, how few 
can bear with faithful dealing, 
“* My Lady, they will not bear it.” 
She answered, “I will stand by 
you.” In this tour, he was made 
eminently useful in raising con- 
gregations, and in increasing those 
that had been previously raised. 

He visited Oxford, and his. na- 
tive place, where he was instru- 
mental in forming a religious so- 
ciety, and afterwards went down 
into Lincolnshire. Travelling one 
day near Lincoln, while it rained 
very hard, he was obliged to stop 

$E2 
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at the first inn to which he came, 
where hearing many persons swear- 
ing in the kitchen, he inquired 
who they were. Upon being in- 
formed, that they were labouring 
men, who had come in in conse- 
quence of the weather, he began 
to consider by what means he 
might obtain an opportunity of 
reproving them, praying, at the 
same time, that he might be di- 
rected. Although he was rather 
short of money, it.occurred to 
him to offer them half-a-crown, 
if they would allow him to read 
two sermons to them, which hap- 

ned to be in the room where he 

en was. Upon the question be- 
ing put to them, they agreed to 
his proposal, and readily came into 
the parlour, where, having gained 
their attention, he not only read 
the sermons, but embraced the op- 

rtunity of dealing very faith- 
ully with them, with regard to 
their souls, Having accomplished 
his object, he gave them the half- 
crown, with which they retired 
apparently well satisfied. Some 
time after, returning the same road, 
he was informed that two of the 
men, to whom he had read. the 
sermons, were converted .by that 
means, 

In passing through Lincolnshire, 
he stopped at Grimsby; and it 

le God to bear testimony to 

is own word, and to favour him 
with distinguished usefulness in 
that place. 

His concern for his fellow sin- 
ners, made him forget his bodily 
weakness, and readily comply with 
invitations from neighbouring 
towns and villages. Among the 
rest he visited Barrow, a village 
near Barton, where there is reason 
to believe that much good was 
done. At first, he preached in a 
barn, but afterwards raised a sub- 

ription, and built a chapel; and, 
being much beloved by the people, 
they earnestly entreated him to 
stay among them. 

owards the end of Nov. 1779, 





[Auaust, 
he received a letter from Lady 
Huntingdon, requesting him to go 
to York, the student who had been 
appointed having fallen ill. Ac. 
cordingly, he went in the course 
of the following month; and on 
Christmas-eve preached there, for 
the first time, from the following 
inquiry, addressed by the Apostle 
Peter to Cornelius and his friends: 
“I ask therefore for what intent 
ye have sent for me.”* 

The following letter from Lady 
Huntingdon to Mr. Wren, written 
at this time, we have no doubt 
will be acceptable to our readers. 

«IT received your welcome let- 
ter, written on your way to York. 
I have aletter from Mr. Hubback,t 
that has occasioned my heart to 
rejoice, that our gracious Lord ap- 
pears for your labours in York. 
Goon, my good young man, as 
one faithfully devoted to his blessed 
service, and fear neither men, nor 
devils. I have experienced his con- 
tinued mercies for more than forty 
years, in the midst of contempt, 
malice, persecution, without the 
church ; and false brethren, trea- 
chery, ingratitude, and greater evils 
than in the world, within the pro- 
fessing church; yet no weapon form- 
ed against me has prospered. I can 
therefore, in the confidence of a 
faithful friend to you, speak good 
of our King of kings, and Lord 
of lords. And for ever Blessed be 
his glorious name, the Gospel is 
flourishing, and spreading from 
east to west, from north to south, 
under our poor unworthy labours, 
and this while we are testifying, 
that Jesus is exalted as a prince, 





* The place of Meeting was then in 
College Street, so called fms its lead- 
ing to the site of a college erected there 
to the honour of St. William, Arch 
bishop of York, ** for the parsons afd 
chantry priests of the cathedral to re- 
side in; it being con to the honour 
and decency of the said church, fos 
them te live in houses of daymen and 
women, a8 heretofore.” 

+ A respectable Surgeon with whom 
Mr. Wren résided till his marriage. | 
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and a Saviour, to grant repentance, 


and remission of sins: Mercy is 
our only joy that will ever last. 
Its praises will be sounded in the 
courts of heaven, by the redeemed, 
to all eternity ; and in this exer- 
cise, I would fain be foremost, to 
glorify that mercy which could 
save such a poor, lost, sinful soul 
as mine. While the Lord seems 
to bless you, I hope you will not 
think of stirring. Let me know 
when you think your message is 
over at York, that I may have 
time to appoint a suitable student 
in your place. I have a letter from 
the people you mention at Barrow. 
I have many heart-aching prayers, 
occasioned by the calls I have, 
from the fields being so white unto 


’ the harvest, and the labourers so 


few. Alas! some post days make 
me ready to weep, to find that any 
poor thirsty souls want the waters 
of life, and that there should be 
no ministration of them, through 
the want of a poor earthen vessel 
toconvey them by. Pray, pray, 
in private, pray in public, that 
our gracious Lord of the harvest, 
would thrust out labourers. We 
find none willing, but such as he 
makes so for his work. There are 
many willing for their own work, 
who say Lord, Lord, but he knows 
them not. We have reason to 
praise him for his tender mercies ; 
the deatlis of many, in various parts 
of our connexion, would revive 
the most drooping hearts. And 
now, I faithfully commend you to 
the love, protection, and guidance 
of him ‘who is able to make you 
wise in all that is good; and to 
preserve you blameless to the 
day of his appearing. In these 
prayers for you, I, as ever, remain 
a néver-ceasing friend for the 
Christ’s sake. 

» «§. HA” 

* Spa Fields, Jan. 4, 1780.” 
His s attention to his 
Master’s. work, induced him to 


to the souls of men; 
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hence, notwithstanding the time 

of the year, he continued to visit 

Barrow, though at the expence of 
his health. He had not long been 

at York, before application was 

made to Lady Huntingdon, for 

him to settle there; but so fear. - 
ful was he of not being where the 

Lord would have him, that he 

wrote to her Ladyship as fol- 

lows:— 

“ Madam,—I am sorry to trou« 
ble your Ladyship with so many 
letters; but pray forgive. By 
Mr. Hubback’s letter, your Lady- 
ship will see the distress of mind 
I must be in. I am afraid to 
comply with, or deny their re- 
quest, not knowing the will of 
God, and I would deprecate the 
thought of serving him for tem- 
poral interest. {f, therefore, your 
Ladyship will condescend, as a 
mother in Israel, to give advice, I 
hope God will give me grace, as.a 
son, to do his will. Pray do it to 
ease the distressed mind of, 

* Your Ladyship’s obedient Ser- 
vant. “ W. Wren.” 
“ York, Jan. 15, 1780.” 

Lady Huntingdon quite dis- 
approved of his settling, and ex- 
pressed it in a letter to Mr. Hub- 
back, which induced Mr. Wren 
to leave her connexion. — 

Having collected a people, and 
built a chapel at Barrow, notwith- 
standing the distance, (more than 
40 miles,) and the inconvenience 
of crossing the Humber, he preach« 
ed at that village every other Sab- 
bath. In this manner he sup- 
plied both places ; but the people 
at Barrow being dissatisfied unless 
he would settle with them, he re 
linquished the chapel, and left 
them ‘to choose.a minister for 
themselves. He now confined 
his attention to a few people at 
York, who loved him as a mes- 
senger of God to their souls, over 
whom he became the pastor, and 
among whom he had many seals 


every opportunity of to his ministry, 


embrace 
doing. good 


In Nov. 1781, he opened the 





chapel built for him by Messrs. 
Walker and Batty* in Grape Lane, 
preaching on the occasion from 
Gen. xxiv. 58, ‘ Wilt thou go with 
this man?” Having left off tra- 
velling, he now thought it expe- 
dient to marry ; and, accordingly, 
he was united, on the 14th of Sept. 
1781, to.Miss Frances Mortimer, 
of York. 

After having been some time at 
York in the ministry; his people 
entreated that they might have 
the ordinance of the Lord’s Sup- 
per ; upon which he consulted the 
word of God, and found that there 
was no reason to oppose their ear- 
nest request. Accordingly this or- 
dinance was introduced, and, in 
general, the time of its celebration 
was a time of refreshing to marry 
souls, Satan, however, was not 
idle in stirring up the minds of 
many to speak. all manner of evil 
of him, but without cause. 

He was naturally undaunted 
and persevering ; and, in set- 
“ting forth the love of God to 
sinners, in its freeness, fulness, 
and immutability, the ardour of 
his soul’ was manifested. He la- 
boured much to inform the judg- 
ments of his’people as to the na- 
ture of the Gospel, and earnestly 
exhorted them not to rest till 
they had experienced “‘redemption 
through the blood of Christ,” and 
were enabled to cry “ Abba, Fa- 
ther,” by the Holy Ghost. He 
gave no countenance to a faith 
which had not Christ for its object ; 
nor to a’ peace and joy which did 
not spring from a view of redeem- 
ing love. He was a warm advo- 
cate for the doctrines of grace, 
and in his religious creed, ranked 
among Calvinists. 

“As several of Mr. Wren’s friends 
eventually departed very far from 
Evangelical sentiments, it is gratifyin 
to observe the following memorial o 
' Mr. Batty, in the chapel mentioned 
above: “ Paul Batty died Deccember 
13, 1785, 7E: 62. At his expense, this 
chapel principally was built; aud. he 

ied a witness that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinnérs.” 
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In his manner, while he was en- 
gaged in his public exercises, there 
was a considerable degree of 
warmth. He was, indeed, an ora- 
tor without study or affectation ; 
and except that he was accustomed 
to raise his voice too high, his de- 
portment in tlie pulpit perfectly 
harmonized with, and gave empha- 
sis to the glorious message he was 
sent to announce. During the de- 
livery of one of his unstudied dis- 
courses, which he was accustomed 
to say the Lord more frequently 
made useful in the conversion of 
souls, than his more regular ones, 
observing the people ‘not-so at- 
tentive as he thought they ought 
to be, he went down-hastily from 
the pulpit to that part of the con- 
gregation where the peoplé seem- 
ed the least attentive, and addressed 
them there. The Lord blessed 
the word, and a woman was at 
that time effectually awakened. 
During his residence in Wales, he 
determined, on one occasion, upon 
preaching at St. Govin’s Well, 
famous for its supposed efficacy in 
the cure of some particular disor- 
ders, It is situated at the bottom 
of immense rocks, quite open to 
the sea, and many miles from any 
town. Having previously pub- 
lished his intention, when he ar- 
rived at the place, he found a 
great number of persons collected. 
He preached from Rev. vi. 16, 17, 
“ Rocks fall on us,” &c. Under 
this sermon several persons were 
brought to a sense of their danger 
as sinners ; and, amongst the rest, 
one man who had come that day 
with his son for the benefit of the 
water, and who had been so vio- 
lent an opposer of the gospel, as 
to prevent the opening of a place 
which had been intended for pub- 
lic worship. U: his return 
home, he gave direction that it 
should be appropriated to the end 
for which it was designed. 

Mr. W. believed that a minis- 
ter’s. work is not done when he 
descends from the pulpit. In his | 
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visits, therefore, to his people, for 
the most part, he took particular 
care to check all conversation that 
was not attended with a savour of 


divine things. His temper was 
naturally open ; hence it was, that 
he rarely concealed any thing that 
was upon his mind; and to his 
aversion to the least appearance of 
guile, may be attributed the frank- 
ness with which he was accustom- 
ed to treat every one. He was so 
steady in his attachments, that, 
when once formed, they seldom 
changed ; and this trait in his cha- 
racter caused him many exercises 
of mind, for, as his affections were 
strong, they were soon wounded. 
The Lord saw fit to try him in this 
quarter, that his affections might 
be wholly fixed upon God. His 
anxiety was so great for those whom 
he loved, that all his powers were 
engaged, in order to bring them to 
the same way of thinking with 
himself. But in this he did not 
always succeed. The uprightness 
of his intentions, even in this part 
of his conduct, no one that was 
well acquainted with him could 
dispute ; but his earnestness, on 
some occasions, seemed rather to 
frustrate, than forward the object 
of his anxious desires. 

A considerable time before he 


" declined preaching, he was obliged 


to sit during the service; but his 
mind was so much in his work, 
that, when engaged, he generally 
forgot his weakness, and this no 
doubt tended greatly to accelerate 
and confirm the disorder which 
eventually carried him to his grave. 
He continued preaching till about 
the end of February 1784. After 
having had the advice of the faculty 
in York, he was removed, by his 
own desire, to Hemsley, that he 
might be under the care of Mr. 
Ness, who, knowing his value as 
aminister, and very highly esteem- 
ing him as a friend, left no means 
untried in order to remove his 
complaint. After Mr. Wren had 
been there some time, he learnt 
fran Mr. Ness that his disorder 
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was dangerous. He bore the in- 
telligence with great composure of 
mind. The prospect which he had 
of departing, and being for ever 
with the Lord, filled his soul with 
the most exquisite delight. After 
having been at Hemsley a short 
time, there being no visible appear- 
ance of his recovery, he wished to 
return to York. Accordingly he 
took leave of his friends, The 
scene was truly affecting, each one 
expecting to see him no more till 
the morning of the resurrection. 
When he came to the door he said, 
** There is the chaise to take my 
body to York; in a little time 
the Lord will send his chariot of 
love, and say, ‘step in,’ and then I 
shall be driven home.” 

After he had been some weeks 
at York he thought himself better, 
and expressed a wish to go to 
Scarborough, as he had received 
benefit from his visit’ to that 
place in the spring of 1783. He 
was therefore removed thither. 
The Rev. Mr. Bryan, of Shef- 
field, paid him a visit at Scarbo- 
rough during his illness, This 
friend Mr. Wren very highly valu- 
ed, and he often mentioned, with 
pleasure, the profit he received 
whenever he heard him preach. 
When Mr. Wren was able to~ 
converse with his friends, the sub- 
ject upon which he chiefly dwelt, 
and in which he took the greatest 
pleasure, was reconciliation to God 
by Jesus Christ. 

During Mr. Wren’s residence at 
Scarborough, his disorder was as- 
certained to be beyond the reach 
of medicine, and he appeared to be 
gradually approaching to his end. 
He had always expressed a wish 
to be interred in the chapel at 
York, but as he was now 40 miles 
from home, he thought the expense 
of removing him would be too 
great; he, therefore, asked Mr. 
Hague, the present very aged and 
venerable Baptist minister at Sear- 
borough, who frequently visited 
him, if he would inter him in his bu- 
rying-place, adding, with strong 


400 
feelings, that that ground was 
never opened for so a vile a crea- 
ture. About a week before his 
death, Mrs. Wren said to him, “ I 
think, my love, you are weaned 
from us all; you seldom take no- 
tice of your nearest friends, or 
mention your church, of which 
you used to speak with so much 
pleasure.” He answered, “It is 
not for want of affection for you 
all, but you see, my love, I am go- 
ing home.” At another time he 
observed to Mrs. Wren and Mr. 
Walker, that the world was no 
more to him than if he had never 
been in it; adding, that every man 
has an object in which his heart 
centres, “and so,” remarked he; 
“have I, and only one, that is 
Christ.” 

The Rev. S. Bothamly, of Scar- 
borough, was with Mr. Wren a few 
days before his death, who spoke 
to him as to one upon the verge of 
eternity. Mr. Wren, through ex- 
treme weakness, was unable to say 
much ; but, upon Mr. Bothamly 
inquiring as to the present state of 
his mind, he gave him to under- 
stand that all was well with him. 

Mr. Hague also came to visit 
him a day or two before he died. 
Mr. Wren addressed him as fol- 
lows, “ Now, Sir, if you see any 
thing wrong in me, tell me of it,” 
remarking at the same time, that 
he was a dying man, and wished 
not to be deceived. Mr. Hague 
intimated that he saw nothing 
wrong, and asked him how he 
felt himself. He replied, “I am 
going.” Mr. Hague then asked him 
if he was afraid to go. He answer- 
ed, with unshaken confidence, 
Ks No; ;” and, with a smile upon his 
countenance, said, “I wish to be 

3’ and then, with warmth, 


and evident delight, added, 


“« Why should:I fear the darkest hour? 
Or tremble at the tempter's power? 
Jesus vouchsafe’s to be my tower.” ~~ 


Mr. Hague afterwards remarked 
to Mrs. Wren, that he never, at 
any time, heard.Mr. Wren express 
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any fear of death; and that hé 
never heard him complain that the 
Lord had laid a heavy affliction: 
upon him. y, 
On the day on which he died; 
Mrs. Wren having left the room 
for a short time, he inquired, nm@ 
quick manner, “ Where is my” 
wife ?” When she came to the bed” 
side she found he was dying, an@. 
ordered Mr. Walker to be calle 
Mr. Walker also observing that I 
was dying, was scarcely able re 
speak for grief, but asked him, if 
all was well. To which he replied 
* All is well;” and expressed 
wish to embrace him. Mr. Walke 
then said, “Now, dear sir, you 
going, do you experience 
power of those truths which 
have so often declared to ug?” He ~ 
replied, “Christ is my salvation” ~ 
He desired to kiss Mrs. Wren. She 
asked him if he was happy; and — 
he answered with the greatest com- — 
posure, and sweetness imaginable, — 
“ You see I am happy ;—God is 
mine.” These were his last words,” 
and about an hour and 2 half a 
he fell asleep in the arms of 
God whose he was, and .whom 
had served. This event took place 
about 8 o'clock in the evening of — 
August 4, 1784, in the 34th year ~ 
of his age. 4 
The affection which his Le é 
felt for him, made them an d 
that his remainsshould restam 
them, and accordingly his 
was removed from Scarboi 
to York. Mr, Aldridge di 
the last duty to the remains of Mr — 
Wren, on Sunday, ot pel 15, 
1784. The concourse of 
was so great on this solem yi 
sion, that, as it appeared iors 
for them to get into the chapel, the — 
corpse was set down in Th 
Market-Cross, where he a 
the people from Isa. xii. 2. “ 
also is become my salvation.” 
corpse was then carried to thes 
pel, where Mr. Aldridge spol 
few words, committing the Do 
to the ground, there to rest till f 
morning of the fesurrection. 
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No. XXVIII. 
UNBELIEF REPROVED. 
" Matthew xiv. 31.—Wherefore didst 


thot doubt ? 


‘Thtse words were uttered by 
Qe as a reproof to Peter for 
is want of faith in the divine 
el of his Master. They may 
be applied to a variety of other 
d in which the unbelief of our 
nature displays itself. The dispo- 
sitions of men, in reference to the 
mith of God, are the very reverse 
of What they ought to be, and of 
at is reasonable. Have you 
not remarked how readily men 
Iend their ear and their heart to 
any absurdity or falsehood which 
seems to sanction or encour 
their vices, while the truth of God, 
their Creator and Judge, shall fall 
powerless upon their ear, and cold 
upon their heart? - There is in- 
deed a principle in our corrupted 


e, to which the case of un- 
Believing Peter, in the connexion 
of this text, is to be traced—a prin- 
ciple of which a single illustration 
is here furnished, but which may 
be detected in a variety of forms, 
producing its-baneful effects among 


the professors of Christianity. It 
is, therefore, to the principle of 
unbelief, in several distinct cases, 
that we shall now apply the re- 
_proof contained in the text. 

I. There is a class of persons 
who entertain doubts generally of 
the divine authority of Christ, or 
the inspiration of his word. Let 
us enforce this question upon them, 
“Wherefore do ye doubt?” There 
is a proneness in many hearts to 
prefer the vapid sophistry of deism 
oratheism to the glorious words of 
Jesus Christ. Infidelity is that 
feeble fortress which our perverted 
‘Reason attempts to cast around the 

' depravity of our nature, to guard 
Ht against the hostile approach of 
terrors of the Almighty. There 
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are, indeed, many who have. not 
considered themselves as’ ranking 
on the side of infidelity, who yet are 
conscious that they cannot be num- 
bered among the sincere believers 
in revelation. Perhaps they con- 
sider it a proof of wisdom, and of 
superior intellectual attainments, to 
hesitate anddoubt. They may pro- 
fess that their indecision arises from 
an unwillingness to decide hastily 
upon the claims of Jesus Christ. 
Now this is a state of mind by no 
means justifiable ; because, as to 
his claims, there is no balancing 
of evidence for and against—there 
is not one plausible’ argument 
against his authority; and all 
the reasons of the doubter will be 
found, upon investigation, but 
subtle excuses for sin, and capable 
of being traced to the impious wish 
of every depraved heart, that the 
humbling and alarming threaten- 
ings of Scripture may not be true. 
The fact of every such case stands 
thus: if the book of God can be 
supported by solid and satisfactory 
evidence, it can be so at once; 
and it is of infinite concernment 
to every man to prove it true. 
The message of the Bible involves 
eternal life or death ; it comes to 
us with the character of infinite 
benevolence stamped broad and 
full upon it: it claims, on divine 
authority, instant admission to 
every heart, upon pain of incur- 
ring the severest indignation of its 
Author, Let us then ask, upon 
so momentous a subject—Where-~ 
fore do you doubt ? 

First, Have you carefully studied 
the contents of the holy volume— 
the accuracy of its histories, which 
are at once the most ancient, 
the most artless, and wonderful? 
but yet: which our growing ac- 
quaintance with haman nature, 
and the history of the world, is 
every day contributing to illus- 
trate and confirm. Such is the 
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scriptural account of the universal 
deluge ; the proofs of which, con- 
stantly occurring and accumulating 
in every part of the world, leave 
us no room to doubt of its reality, 
nor of the minute accuracy of the 
record which describes it. Such 
sare the facts relating to ancient 
Babylon—to Tyre—to Jerusalem 
—to the seven churches of Asia— 
and more especially to the Jewish 
people, whose history, from the 
death of Christ to the present 
hour, furnishes a living, a visible, 
and an irresistible attestation’ to 
the truth of Christ, and is in fact 
a continued miracle, which every 
one mav see and prove for hiim- 
self. Wherefore then do ye doubt 
the inspiration and authority of 
Jesus, who claims your faith? 
Secondly, Have you considered 
the especial subject of the sacred 
book—the theme with which it is 
filled—the divinity and grace of 
Jesus Christ? Have you examined 
the personal character—the official 
qualifications—the sublime and all- 
interesting doctrines—the unpa- 
ralleled, the divine morality—the 
perfect and unimpeachable ex- 
ample of the Saviour? Is it pos- 
sible for any one to become ac- 
quainted with all these, and to 
mark, the matchless dignity and 
tenderness of Christ—the wisdom 
and grace more .than human, 
which accompany him in his 
deepest sorrows and lowest degra- 
dation,—and yet to doubt? If 
the character and works of Christ 
are not. altogether divine, then 
where shall we look for a parallel ? 
If his character, his words, his 
actions, be merely human, then 
have we a right to demand that 
they be accounted for upon merely 
human principles, and that their 
counterpart be presented in some 
other instances of human nature. 
But let the doubter trace the world 
around, and search all its histories, 
and examine all the millions of 
works of the most admired and 
gifted authors, and then let him 
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turn to the simple and sublime 
narratives of the New Testament, 
and challenged he may be to pro- 
duce any doctrines like those of 
revelation, or any character like 


that of Christ. No; it is impos. 
sible. Let but the weak and waver. 
ing mind contemplate Jesus in 
the dignity of his wisdom—in the 
magnanimity of his patience; and 
tenderness, and love—in his divine 
superiority to all the little passions 
and weaknesses of men—in his om- 
niscient survey of all that was be- 
fore him—in his perfect penetra- 
tion into the recesses of the hu- 
man heart, and the events of dis- 
tant futurity,—and then let him 
say if there is any room to doubt 
his words, or deny to him that 
homage which he glaims as the 
Saviour of men and the Son of 
God. 

Thirdly, I turn again to the 
undecided and wavering, and ask 
—Wherefore do ye doubt? Have 
you considered the irresistible evi- 
dence arising from miracles and 
prophecy? It is admitted that any 
one claiming to be received as a 
messenger from God, on the subject 
of salvation, ought to give no slight 
or questionable evidence .of his 
authority. And did not Christ, 
and all his inspired apostles, afford 
abundance of such proofs? Think 
of the numerous and satisfactery 
miracles wrought in the presence 
of unbelieving enemies, whose 
prejudices were thereby over- 
powered, and their hearts and 
consciences convinced. We can- 
not here refer to more than one 
such miracle ; but it shall be one 
which crowns the direct proofs of 
the Saviour’s divine character—his 
resurrection from the dead. It is 
impossible to doubt this fact, and 
yet believe the unquestionable tes- 
timony of history relative to the 
immediate spread of the Gospel 
among his bitterest foes, and on 
the very spot where he was cru- 
cified, and where the fact of his re- 
surrection was proclaimed. Where- 
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fore do ye doubt? Was not his 
body delivered over to his enemies 
to watch and to guard it, with his 
geting that he would rise on 
he third day published to foes as 
well as to friends? 
imposture been intended, they pos- 
sessed the fairest opportunity of 
defeating it. Did not his dis- 
i at the very time he fore- 
old, begin to publish in Jerusalem 
that he was risen from the dead, 
and that they had seen him alive? 
Where were his vigilant enemies ? 
Where were the guards? , Why is 
not the dead body produced to 
confront and confound these daring 
disciples, who before the very 
council that had sought his death, 
and planned the guarding of his 
corpse, With the express design of 
defeating his prediction, declare, 
that he was raised up, and defy 
them to contradict the now well- 
established fact? Or, if his body 
had been stolen by the disciples, 
why were not the soldiers pu- 
nished? and why did those who 
heard the testimony of the Apos- 
tles, and some even of that very 
council, believe the testimony and 
embrace Jesus Christ—first three 
thousand, then four thousand, and 
then many thousands more even 
in Jerusalem, so that, in a short 
Space, the gospel made its way 
hrough Judea, Greece and Rome. 
» But in addition, have you con- 
sidered how vastly the evidence 
of Christ’s authority is increased 
by prophecy, by prophesies al- 
teady fulfilled, too numerous to be 
detailed, and too clear to be 
doubted. Look at those relating 
to Cyrus and ancient Babylon, 
which received as minute an ac- 
complishment as any relating to 


‘the person of Christ himself. Ba- 


bylon to the present hour, is bare 


, asthe top of.a rock, and a place for 


the wild beasts to Jie down. Look 
atthe city and temple of. Jeru- 
salem ;—“< Tiere shall not be left 
Rereone stone upon another which 
Sail not .be thrown down,” said 
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Jesus, as he walked among th 
buildings ;—adding, “this gene- 
ration shall not pass away till ail 
these things be fulfilled.” Subse- 
quent history. records how mi- 
nutely. his words were accom- 
plished within the space of forty 
years. Look at the situation of 
the Jewish people among all the 
nations whither they are scattered ; 
they have no king; they have had 
none since their Shiloh came ; they 
have no city; they have no tem- 
ple:—during eighteen centuries 
they have been exiles, hated, perse- 
cuted, and reproached ; —so that in 
thémis fulfilled the Scripture which 
says, ‘and Israel shall be a pfo- 
verb and a bye-word among all 
people. And at this house which 
is high, every one that passeth by 
it shall hiss; and they shall say, 
why hath the Lord done thus unto 
this land, and to this house;” 
1 Kings, ix. 7, 8. Look also at the 
wonderful operations of God’s 
power now going forward through- 
out the earth, by the simple means 
of his word ; here is the march of 
omnipotent truth, the cross is tri- 
umphant, the Gentiles are. con- 
verted, and nations are casting 
“ their idols.to the moles and to 
the bats.” And_ in all this, God 
is but fulfilling the prophecies of 
Scripture. Let me then remind 
you of the impiety, absurdity and 
peril of remaining longer faith- 
less, or hesitating upon the undes 
niable -claims of Jesus of .Naza- 
reth. 

II. We apply these words to 
the case of the convinced, self- 
condemned and trembling, bat 
hesitating sinner, and say, where- 
fore dost thou doubt? You feel 
the terrors of the Almighty, the 
sentence of his law, the guilt of sin 
corroding your spirit, the awe of 
death, and judgment, and hell, 
but you fear to confide, fully. in 
Christ. You suppose that your 
sing are too many or, too aggra- 
vated ; that you are too, bad, or 
too weak, vr too. worthless, ot 
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something, no matter what,, but 
you cannot come to Christ ; it is 
teo much to expect that you should 
be saved !! Can you stand before 
his cross, and watch the streaming 
blood, shed for sinners, the chief 
of sinners, his revilers, murderers, 
can you hear him say, whosoever 
will let him come—tothe thief, To- 
day shalt ruou be with me; and 
of his enemies, “ Father forgive 
them,” and yet say I cannot be- 
lieve that he will save me? -Can 
you see the great sacrifice offered 
up, which honoured the law, satis- 
fied divine justice, silenced the 
thundering of Sinai, and removed 
all condemnation ; a sacrifice which 
takes away all sin—a Saviour who 
says, T will cast none out :—what 
NONE? and yet can you doubt of 
his willingness, or his grace? Oh, 
no, do not fear to take him at his 
* own. word, he knows how much 
he has promised; he has consi- 
dered before hand what your sal- 
vation will require. Do not wait 
to become better, because every 
Moment you stay away from him, 
be assured you will but become 
worse. This is the snare into 
which the devil betrays many, 
they wish: to make themselves 
better, more worthy, and so they 
either never come at all, or come 
with pharisaical pride, and s6 are 
rejected. Come unto him then as 
you are, and he will heal you. 
Poor, broken-hearted, humble, pe- 
rishing sinner, let nothing deter 
you. Here is his throne, and 4 
way to it all open to you: here is 
his cross, and the fountain of his 
blood, with nothing to interrupt 
your view, and no terrors to drive 
you away. Wherefore do you 
doubt? Do you wait till you re- 
ceive some new invitation, as if 
the old one in the Bible would 
not do for you?—-this is impious. 
Do you wait till he becomes more 
kind and ious ?>—this is im- 
possible. you wish for some 
Clearer or more ‘particular reve- 
lation ?— this is unreasonable. 
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Wherefore then do you doubt? He 
charges you to dissipate these feats, 
and banish all such vain appre. 
hensions, and come to him at once 
as able and willing to save even 


ou. 

III, I address these words to 
another and different case, but 
resting on the same principle—and 
say to the mourning, humbled, 
contrite backslider, O thou of 
little faith, wherefore didst thou 
doubt >—You are a great sinner-- 
granted. You have sinned against 
his love—you have trifled with 
his precious blood —you have 
grieved his Holy Spirit—you have 
dishonoured the Gospel, and the 
church, and afflicted your minister 
—and pierced yourself through 
with many, many sorrows. This 
is all true of you ;--but it was 
true of Peter, who was’ restored. 
Have you seen the folly and the 
sin of your departure—-then re- 
turn to him. Do you doubt? 
saying, ‘I fear, I dread to pre- 
sume again on his goodness, my 
guilt is of so deep a dye: how 
can I hope, how shall -I return? 
No: he will never again look on 
such a wretch; his péople have 
cast me off, and I know he has 
too.— What ! he that said, “If thy 
brother sin against thee till seventy 
times seven, and turn again unto 
thee, saying, I t, thou shalt 
forgive him :” will he be the first 
to break his own rule, to resist 
the tears and prayers of a return- 
ing penitent—of one thatis willing 
to say, Restore my soul ; heal my 
backslidings; take away all my 
unrighteousness ; love me gracious- 
ly, and accept me freely? No: 
you need not doubt: you have 


nothing to fear from him ; he will . 


not reject, he will not r 

you ; he will not withhold from 
the true penitent his warmest love. 
All you have to fear is your own 
heart : see that it be sincere, let it 
be tried, and proved, and brow, 

to the purifying fountain of 
blood,.and you will hear him say; 
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“1 do earnestly remember thee 
still, therefore my bowels are 
moved toward thee ; I will surely 
have mercy upon thee.” — Yes, 
backslider, he delights to restore 
thy soul, He cannot deny himself. 
Wherefore then do you doubt? 
IV. We apply these words to a 
case strictly analogous to that in 
which our Lord uses them, and I 
say to the weak, and timid, and 
mourning Christian, afraid to ap- 
propriate the consolations of the 
Gospel, wherefore didst thou 
doubt, in that trial, or that afflic- 
tion, or that temptation, or during 
that season of gloom and oppres- 
sion? This was Peter’s case. He had 
required of his Lord a sign that 
he might be more fully assured of 
his Messiahship and grace; yet, 
when the sign is granted, and 
Jesus bids him come to him on the 
water, his faith fails, and he be- 
gins to sink.’ Such is our poor 
weak and wavering nature. The 
experience of many, Christians is 
similar to that of Peter; they are 
too prone to admit doubts when 
they ought to cherish faith, and 
love, and gratitude; and the 
consequences are fatal to their 
peace and comfort. Many there 
aré who regulate their confidence 


by their feelings, and judge, like 


Jacob, of their security by their 
outward circumstances, ard in 
times of trouble are ready to say, 
all these things are against me! 
They listen more readily to doubts 
and fears, which their feeble flesh 
inspires, or which this sinful world 
insinuates, or which a tempting 
devil suggests, than to thé clear, 
plain, unalterable testimony of 
God in the Scriptures. Wherefore 
, do you doubt? is God changeable 
—his word frail—your Mediator 
icious? No: none of these. 
how weak are we then even in 
grace. Perhaps, even at this mo- 
Ment, some one is ready to say, 
- Ah! I admire the Gospel, I see 
fulness, freeness, and grace— 
-#love Christ, his character, laws, 
Ways, and people ; but much as 
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these delight me at times, I ¢an- 
not get over my doubts. I fear I 
shall perish after all ; the enemy 
gains an advantage over me, and 
I am such a poor weak creature, 
I tremble at the shaking of ‘a 
leaf. But why, let me ask? Is it 
not because you do not look imme- 
diately and stealily to Jesus. See 
Peter getting out of the ship at 
the word of Christ, full of love, 
and zeal, and faith. But scarce 
had his feet touched the wave, 
when he began to reason ; the water 
is not solid—and then he looked 
down at the treacherous element, 
and back at the ship, from which 
he had taken but a single step— 
then round about, and there was 
nothing to take hold of, and his 
heart failed-—‘ I shall sink’— and 
he began to sink as he thought. 
But he did not look to Jesus; and 
had not Jesus looked well to him, 
and seen what was in his heart, he 
had perished at this very instant. 
But Jesus stretched forth his 
hand, and said, “ Oh thou of little 
faith, wherefore didst thou doubt ?” 
Then hereis a lesson for you. We da 
not wonder at your doubts ; you look 
to yourself, to your foes, to your 
dangers, and trials, and not to him, 
You are thinking more of your 
own weakness than of his strength; 
whore of the might, and malice, 
and number of your foes, than of 
his all-sufficiency and grace, Ts. it 
grateful to treat Aim thus, who 
has showed you so many wonders ? 
Think now of his power and 
love, and reprove your own heart 
for this weakness and unbélief, 
Trace back these, doubts which 
mar your peace and dishonour 
your Saviour, to their true cause, 
and you will surely not find them 
originating in scriptural principle, 
or in the influence of his grace on 
your heart, but in a worlélly spirit, 
or in weak’ and human views of 
the Saviour: Say then to your 
own heart— Wherefore didst thou 
doubt?“ Why art thou cast down 
O my soul, and why art thou dis- 
quieted’ in me? Hope thou in 


God, for I shall yet praise him who 
is the health of my countenanceand 
my God.”— We may close these re- 
marks by reminding every hearer 
of the Gospel, of the infinite peril 
of deferring his acceptance of the 
truth to that time, when disbelief 


406 Sepulchral Monuments of Non-Conformist Ministers. 





[Aveust, 
will be impossible, and his faith 
unavailing. It will be infinitely 
fearful to read the truth of the 
word of God, by those flames 
which: will consume the world, 
and light the unbelievers to the 
awful tribunal of their Judge. 
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SEPULCHRAL MONUMENTS OF 
NON-CONFORMIST MINISTERS 
IN BUNHILL FIELDS. 


(To the Editors. ) 


White perusing your Magazine 
for June, I was much struck with 
the piece, inserted page 298, from 
“Young Mortality.” The senti- 
ments of this correspondent co- 
incided so fully with feelings which 
lately occupied my own mind, that 
I cannot refrain from expressing 
the sympathy I felt on reading 
them. I was not, indeed, aroused 
to these feelings in any obscure 
village, remotely situated from the 
metropolis, or in a burial ground, 
where tomb-stones were concealed 
by luxuriant nettles; neither was 
the place of my ruminations a 
stranger to the sound of masons’ 
tools. No; I accidentally strayed 
into that place of the pious dead,— 
Bunhill Fields. I had not visited 
this spot since my childish days, 
where I was frequently led to see 
the last tribute paid to great and 
good men ; sa fp occasionally, to 
pay that tribute myself to a de- 
parted friend or relative. The 
time, however, to which I have 
alluded, was an afternoon. in the 
past spring ; and, although I was 
proceeding home to dinner when 
[ turned into the burial ground, 
yet I began a diligent search for 
the monuments ef our Non-con- 
formist ministers, which I conti- 
nued for several hours, and forgot 
that I required food. I passed 
from one stone to another, and 
diligently attempted to decipher 
every one of an antiquated ap- 
pearance. I found it, however, 


so difficult to spell out the charac- 
ters of some, and to ascertain the 
least traces of others, that I greatly 
lamented the decayed state of those 
marks which were intended to 
point posterity to the “ mortal re- 
mains” of men, whose memory we 
must ever venerate and esteem. I 
was also led to regret, that no 
“ Old Mortality” could be found 
to preserve the ciphers on our fa- 
thers’ tombs. A life, indeed, might 
be diligently and usefully employ- 
ed in such a service. In this day, 
perhaps, there are few so zealous 
for the memory of the fathers of 
dissent, as the Cameronian Was 
for the memory of ministers of the 
covenant; so that any hope of 
their monuments being kept in 
repair by such a method, must 
prove vain. But it has occurred 
to me, that they might be pre- 
served by a very simple process, 
I would. propose, then, that the 
youthful members of the non- 
conforming churches should choose 
each his “‘ patron saint,” (for saints 
they truly were, and to many of 
them we are highly indebted for 
our Christian liberty, and for much 
of our knowledge,) and preserve 


entire the inscriptions on the tomb- 


stone of that particular favourite, 
that his memory may be perpe- 
tuated, till a suecessor take the 
work out of his hands. Thus 
might we present to posterity, 
those memorials of departed learn- 
ing, piety, and worth, which, if 
some such method be not adopted, 
must shortly be so obliterated, as 
to leave-not atrace behind. 

If this mode of preservation be 
not disapproved by you, I shall 
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attempt to excite some of my se- 
rious friends to undertake its exe- 
cution; and I sincerely hope the 
example will be speedily followed 
by the youth of non-conformity 
in this vast metropolis. 

A REMEMBEANCER OF DEPARTED 

EXxcELLENCE. 


ILLUSTRATION OF ROMANS, 
CHAPTER Y. 

Tue 12th verse of this chapter is 
immediately connected with the 
18th, all the intermediate verses 
being evidently parenthetical. The 

ject of the apostle is to show, 
that, since believersin Christ receive 
fron him ,the important benefits 
enumerated in the previous part 
of the chapter, it is manifest that 
he has repaired, yea more than re- 
paired, the injury they sustained 
in consequence of their connexion 
with the first Adam. If they were 
constituted sinners by the disobe- 
dience of the one, they were con- 
stituted righteous by the obedience 
ofthe other. If they died in the 
latter, the gift of righteousness and 
life, has come upon them by virtue 
of their connexion with the former. 
In the intermediate verses, the 
connexion between all men and 
the first Adam, and between be- 
lievers and the second, as well as 
the injury brought upon us by the 
former, and the blessing imparted 
by the latter are exhibited in the 
light of contrast. 

“‘ Wherefore as by one man sin 
entered into the world.” That by 
this one man the Apostle refers to 
Adam there can be no doubt. But 
how did sin enter by this one man ? 
what does the expression imply.? 
Some would have us to believe that 
the Apostle merely meant to affirm, 
that Adam was the first sinner. In 
this sense, however, it cannot be 
said, that sin entered into the world 
hy the sin of Adam, for it had 


coed entered by the sin of 
Moreover the Apostle declares, 


‘that death passed upon all men in 
‘Consequence of sin entering by one 


Man, which at once proves, that all 
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men were involved in the conse- 
quences of his tran ion. For, 
if it were not the fact, that all men 
derive guilt and depravity of na- 
ture from our original progenitor, 
it could not be certainly affirmed, 
that death would pass upon all men, 
because it could not be certain 
that all men would sin. Further, 
that all men were constituted sin- 
ners, or became justly exposed to 
the consequences of sin, by the 
first transgression of the first man, 
is manifest from the last clause of 
the verse ; for that all have sinned; 
or, as the words might be .render- 
ed, in whom, or unto which, all 
have sinned. The expression clear- 
ly implies, that the whole human 
race were considered by Jehovah 
so connected with Adam, as to be 
exposed, by his fall, to the death 
which is declared to be the wages 
of sin.- Sin then entered into the 
world by one man. All his de- 
scendants became guilty, or liable 
to punishment, by his primary 
transgression. Ali derive a’ de- 
praved nature from him, for “ who 
can bring a clean thing out of an 
unclean ?” ; 

“ And death by sin, and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned.” Death was the wages of 
sin. It was that which God threa- 
tened against disobedience ; and, 
therefore, since Adam, in whom all 
have sinned, was the head or repre- 
sentative of the whole race of man, 
the whole human race came under 
a sentence of death in consequence 
of his one offence. What, then, is 
the nature of that death which 
thus passed upon.all men? It may 
aid our inquiries upon this import- 
ant subject to bear in mind, that 
Adam and his descendants are to 
be considered as one, and that pre- 
cisely the same consequences re- 
sulted to both from his fall. There 
can be no doubt, then, that tem- 
poral death is included in the lan- 
guage of the Apostle. The address 
of Jehovah to Adam, “ dust thou 
art, and unto dust shalt thou re- 
turn,” puts this beyond all doubt. 
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It is manifest, however, that what is 
usually called spiritual death is not 
excluded. When Adam fell, he 
was brought under the settled and 
permanent influence of depraved 
principles, in consequence of the 
Holy Spirit’s withdrawment from 
him. He lost that holy state ‘of 
mind which needed constant di- 
vine support, and by which he 
was disposed to know, and love, 
and serve God ; and, as a judicial 
act on the part of God, his descen- 
dants are brought into the world 
in a state of utter destitution of 
those spiritual principles which he 
lost by the fall,‘ that which is 
born of the flesh is flesh.” “But 
when the Apostle says, “ Death 
passed upon all men by the of- 
fence of one,” I apprehend he 
means also, that all mén, by the 
offence of Adam, sunk under con- 
demnation, and became exposed 
to eternal death. For is not eter- 
nal death the proper wages of sin, 
and is it not repeatedly threatened 
in the word of God? Did not 
Adam deserve eternal death in 
consequence of his sin? And did 
not the justice of God require that 
the punishment threatened in case 
of transgression should be equal 
to the desert of his crime? It can- 
not surely be denied. Since then 
we are to be considered as one 
with him, his one offence exposed 
us to “ everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord and 
the glory of his power.” How 
awful is the state of man by na- 
ture! And how great are our 
obligations to Him who has inter- 
posed to prevent the infliction of 
this sentence upon those that be- 
lieve! 

The doctrine which has been 
now stated was directly opposed 
to the prejudices and opinions of 
the Jews; and, therefore, the 
Apostle seems to deviate in the 
following verse from the particu- 
lar object he had in view, to es- 
tablish it. It would appear that 
they had no idea that they were 
connected with any head, or fa- 
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ther, but Abraham ; and, consi- 
dering themselves his children by 
circumcision, they coneluded that 
they were in a state of safety while 
all others were under the curse, 
They further imagined that the law 
of Moses was the general rule of 
judgment for mankind, by which 
they would be acquitted, or con- 
demned, at the last day. The 
Apostle, therefore, proceeds to 
show more fully that there wasa 
more ancient and universal law, 
by the transgression of which they, 
as well as the rest of mankind, 


were constituted sinners, and ex- © 


posed to condemnation ; and that 
the law of Moses was introduced 
long after, not to justify, but that 
“the offence might abound,” and 
to lead them to Christ, who is “ the 
end of the law for righteousness to 
every one that believeth.” It is of 
considerable importance to remem- 
ber that this was the particular ob- 
ject the Apostle had in view, as it 
throws much light upon his rea- 
soning in the following verse. 

“ For until the law’sin was in 
the world ; but sin is not imputed 
where there is no law.” ‘That, 
by the term law: here we are to 
understand the law of Moses, is ad- 
mitted ‘on all hands. The Apos- 
tle’s doctrine in the previous verse, 
that all men were involved in sin 
and condemnation, and-so became 
exposed to death by the one of- 
fence of Adam, placed Jews and 
Gentilés on a level. The Jews, 
however, did not admit this doc- 
trine. They imagined, however 
absurd it may appear to us, that it 
was for being Gentiles, aliens to 


their law, and uncircumcised, that © 


any were considered sinners in the 
sight of God. To convince them 
of their mistake, the Apostle af- 
firms, in this verse, that sin was m 
the world before the giving of the 
law of Moses. It could not then 


have been by the violation of that 
law that they were constituted sin- 
ners; because “ sin is the trans, 
gression. of the law,” and where 
* there is no law there can be no 
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1821.) 
transgression.” Nothing, indeed, 
can be more evident, than that if 
sin existed before the giving of the 
Jaw of Moses, there must have 
been a law in the world previously 
to that period—that some superior 
divine rule must have been estab- 
lished, by the violation of which 
they were constituted sinners ; for 
“sin is not imputed when there is 
no law;’”’ i.e. we cannot stand as 
transgressors in the sight of God, 
when there is no law to be trans- 
gressed. The expression to impute 
sin, generally means, in the word 
of God, to place it to the account 
of the sinner, so as to punish him 
forit. It is here used, however, 
ina more general sense. Its mean- 
ing is not merely that actions can- 
not be treated as sins, but cannot 
be considered sins, unless they 
are violations of some law either 
expressed, or understood. If, then, 
sin was in the world until, or be- 
fore the law of Moses, that law 
must have been preceded by ano- 
ther. The Jews, however, would 
perhaps dispute this. They were 
possibly disposed to deny that sin 


- was in the world before the law of 


Moses, At any rate, though they 
might admit that this: declaration 
was true of Adam himself, they 
might dispute its application to 
anyone else. The reasoning then 
of the following verse goes to the 
establishment of the assertion in 
13th. 

“ Nevertheless death reigned 
from Adam to Moses, even over 
them that had not sinned after the 
similitude of Adam’s transgres- 
sion, who was the figure of him 
that was tocome.” It is as though 
the Apostle had said, “if you 
deny the existence of sin in the 


‘world before the giving of your 


law, how will you account for the 
teign of death from Adam to 
Moses.” Death is the wages of 
sin; it is the expression of God's 
Fighteous displeasure against it. 
be endured without sin, 
suffering is the consequence 

/ Conc. Mac. No. 43. 
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of sin. The reign of death, then, 
before the giving of the law, is a 
strong proof of the existence of 
sin previous to thatevent. No proof 
indeed can be more conclusive. [t 
affords undeniable evidence, not 
only that ‘there must have been 
conduct which Jehovah considered 
sinful, but so sinful as to be wor- 
thy of death, or death would not 
have been inflicted. The term 
death, in this verse, clearly means 
temporal death, and temporal death, 
exclusively. This, however, by no 
means proves that the transgression 
of the first man exposed us tonothing 
more, nor that more is not intend- 
ed by it in the 12th verse of this 
chapter. The Apostle has here apar- 
ticular object in view, viz. to show, 
as we have seen, that sin was in the 
world before the giving of the law 
of Moses. To effect this, he singles 
out one of the consequences of sin, 
viz. temporal death, and by prov- 
ing that death reigned from Adam 
to Moses, he shows that sin existed. 
during that period; for the endu- 
rance of one of the consequences 
of sin, is as clear and decided a 
a proof that the individual is a sin- 
ner, as his sustaining the torments 
of the damned would be. Now 
let it be particularly observed, that 
if the Apostle had had no other 
object in view than to correct the 
false notion of the Jews, that be- 
ing Gentiles constituted men sin- 
ners, he would, in what has been 
already noticed, have said what 
was amply sufficient for that pur- 
pose ; but his. object was double. 
It was his design to prove not only 
that sin existed before the giving 
of the law, but also that men were 
constituted sinners by the fall of 
their head and representativ 
they derived guilt and pollution 
from him, in consequence of that 
constitution, by virtue of which, 
the head and the members were 
considered as one; and thus that 
the first Adam “ was a igure 
of him that was to come;” and for 
this double purpose, what he had 
8G 
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hitherto. said, was not sufficient. 
Let us suppose a Jew convinced 
by the reasoning of the Apostle, 
that sin was in the world before 
the giving of the law, he might 
still have objected to the doctrine 
taught in the 12th verse in the 
following manner. “ You have 
affirmed that all mankind became 
exposed to death and eternal ruin 
by the primary transgression of the 
first man, but your subsequent 
arguments do not prove this: they 
stop a point short of it; for as 
those who lived from Adam to 
Moses sinned personally, it may 
have been that they suffered death 
for their personal transgressions, 
and not, as you affirm, on account 
of their commexion with a fallen 
head. Now the Apostle’s argu- 
ment in the latter part of the verse 
is adapted to repel such an objec- 
tion as this ; for, in the subsequent 
clause, he: affirms that death had 
“reigned even over them” who had 
hot personally transgressed, or, as 
he expresses it, “had not sinned 


after the similitude of Adam’s trans-- 


gression ;” and therefore, it must 
have reigned over them in conse- 
quence of that one offence by which 
“judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation.” Adam’s transgres- 
sion was an act of deliberate wick- 
edness, so that the foregoing de- 
scription will only apply to infants, 
or to persons destitute of the facul- 
of reason. Adults, indeed, who 
lied during that period, did not 
sin as representatives, nor against an 
express law threateni death. 
They did not sin in the direct cir- 
cumstances, but it is impossible to 
say of those that possessed the fa- 
culty of reason at least, that they 
not sin “after the similitude of 
Adam’s ion ;’ and, there- 
fore, the Apostle’s language, I re- 
t it again, will only a to 
infants. deat if infants deh dure 
ing iod, as unquestionab] 
they did, particularly at the deluge, 
there is no way of accounting for 
their suffering death, as the conse- 
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quence of sin, not having person- 
ally transgressed, but by suppos. 
ing that they sinned in Adam ; or, 
in other words, that there was such 
a connexion established between 
him and his posterity, as to render 
it just in God to impute his sin to 
them, unto their death, 

Thus the chain of the Apostle’s 
reasoning is complete, and a highly 
beautiful chain it is. If I have not 
mistaken its spirit and drift, the 
following may be given as a sum- 
mary statement of it. Having enu- 
merated, in the beginning of the 
chapter, the privileges of the peo- 
ple of God, the Apostle draws the 
conclusion, that Christ. has more 
than repaired the damage they sus 
tained by the fall of their primary 
representative. To show this, he 
institutes a comparison between the 
injury brought upon them by 
Adam, and the blessings they de- 
rive from Christ. At the. com- 
mehcement-of this comparison he 
states generally in the 12th verse, 
the amount of damage sustained 
by the original transgression. He 
affirms, that they were involved by 
it in depravity and guilt, exposed 
to death and endless ruin. In 
the following verse his object be- 
comes double, . He aims not only 
to support the general truth affirm- 
ed in the preceding verse, but to 
overthrow the false opinions of the 
Jews. To effect this double ob- 
ject, he affirms, that sin was in the 
world before the giving of the law, 
and he proves this assertion by 
showing, that one of the conse- 
quences of sin, viz. temporal death, 
was endured during the period of 
time which elapsed between Adam 
and Moses. There must, therefore; 
have been sin, and sinners, during 
that peried. And, to crown the 
whole, and support the doctrine 
stated generally in the 12th verse, 
he shows that since many who suf- 
fered death were not 
transgressors, they could only have 
died in consequence of the, guilt 
they derived from their er” — 
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’ REPLY TO ‘ PLAGIARISM 
DETECTED,” 


(To the Editors.) 


. The charge of Plagiarism is 
one of so serious a nature, and so 
completely brings into suspicion 
the integrity of the writer, against 
whom, with any tolerable appear- 
ance of probability, it is brought, 
that it surely becomes a most im- 
perious daty in the individual 
who advances it, to offer proofs im 
its support of the most unequi- 
yocal and satisfactory kind. That 
the evidence by which a_ corre- 
spondent in your number for May 
last, has endeavoured to convict 
the Poet Tickell of this. most 
dishonourable offence, is rather 
defective in these essential points, 
will, if I mistake not, appear on 
a persusal of the following brief 
remarks. We are informed by 
him that, “among the original 
papers of Andrew Marvel, is a vo- 
ume of poems, some written in 
his own hand, and others by his 
order. In this volume are the 
originals of three poems on reli- 
gious subjects, inserted in the 
Spectator; two of them by Mr. 
Addison, but who introduces them 
in words, that by no means war- 
rant us to suppose that he intended 
to give them as his own. He pre- 
faces the first of them, by saying, 
I shall from time to time publish 
any work of the same nature, 
(divine poetry,) which has not 
yet appeared in print. Spectator, 
453. And the third, by saying, 
as such a bold and sublime man- 
ner of thinking furnishes very 
noble matter for an ode, the reader 
may see it wrought into the fol- 
lowing one.” Spectator, 465. Mr. 
Tickel, however, who introduces 
the second into the 461st Spec- 
tator, is by no means so honest, 
but very modestly pretends to a 


> logize for the production of his 


pen; and concludes by writing, 
“If the following Essay be not 
top incorrigible, bestow upon it a 
few brightnings from your genius, 
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that I may learn, to write better, 
or write no more.” Your corre- 
spondent adds, “we have fortu- 


nately in these instances the most 


ample data to prove the real au- 
thor, for the manuscripts were 
written in 1670, and Addison 
was not born till two years after, 
and Tickell not till 1686. “ The 
first of these poetical effusions is 
that noble hymn beginning, 


«* When all thy mercies O my God, 
My rising soul surveys.” 
The second is a translation of the 
114th Psalm; commencing, 


*«‘ When Israel, freed from Pharaoh’s 
nd, 
Left the proud tyrant and his land—” 


And the last of these productions 
is the hymn so generally admired, 
and admitted into almost all our 
collections. 


“‘ The spacious firmament on high, 
With all the blue ethereal sky—” 


On the claims of Marvel to the 
first und third of these pieces I 
shall say nothing, but endeavour 
to prove that there is no sufficient 
evidence that .the second, the 
translation of the 114th Psalm 
was written by him ; or the 461st 
number of the Spectator commu- 
nicated by Tickell; but the most 
ample proof that it was written 
by Dr. Watts, and most probably 
by him transmitted to that publi- 
cation. With regard to the at- 
tempt made by your correspon- 
dent to attach the name of Marvel 
to the Psalm in dispute, it is surely 
most incompetent evidence that it 
is found in a volume partly of his 
hand-writing, and that lying. un- 
published for nearly a hundred 
years, and in the possession too of 
no one knows whom, It is nothing 
to say that it is dated 1670. “All 
the in the volume might 
not have been then written, buat 
many of them copied from other 
publications, and inserted years 
after, by those into whose hands it 
had vy But allowing that the 

3 2 ‘ 
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translation was written by Marvel, 
the charge of Plagiarism, as 
brought inst Tickell, appears 
extremely weak and utterly ground- 
less. For we are told by the bio- 
graphers, of that writer, that the 
papers he communicated to the 
Spectator have never yet been as- 
certained, If it be said that num- 
ber 461, has the letter T. affixed, 
(and on this I suppose the charge 
rests, as the piece is not found .in 
his poems) ; I reply, that Steel is 
said often to have used that sig- 
nature; and that the number in 
question, consists of two letters 
on two different subjects, most 
probably written by two different 
persons. The evidence that the 
translation is from the pen of Dr. 
Watts, appearsas decisive and satis- 
factory, as the other is inconclusive 
and suspicious. It is in fact his 
114th Psalm, and it appears a little 
singular, that so fine a piece should 
have. escaped the notice of your 
correspondent, while perusing those 
devout effusions. As I never read 
that the Doctor inserted the com- 
positions of any other individuals in 
that great work, and as I cannot 
for one moment suspect him of 
Plagiarism, I rest completely satis- 
fied that he was its author. If 
further evidence, however, is re- 
quired, it is found in the follow- 
ing note subjoined to it in the 
earlier editions of that work. 
“ This Psalm appears to me an 
admirable ode, but if I had intro- 
duced the ce of God into 
the camp of Israel removing from 

ypt, asall my predecessors have 
done; I had lost the divine beauty 
of the-Psalm. For had God ap- 
peared at first, there would be no 
wonder why the mountains should 
leap and the seas retire ; fore, 
that this convulsion of nature may 
be brought in with due surprise, 
the sacred poet conceals his name 
tillafterwards, and then with avery 
agreeable turn of thought, God is 
introduced at once in all his ma- 


jesty. This is» what I have at- 
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tempted to imitate, and preserve 
what I could of the spirit of the 
inspired author.” This note is 
found in the remarks by which the 
Psalm is introduced in the 461st 
Spectator, and can leave no doubt 
on the mind of every candid reader, 
that they were both communicated 
by the Doctor, while engaged in 
the composition of that immortal 
work, which will doubtless con- 
tinue to guide and animate the 
worship of the Church of God, 
till the devotions of earth be ex- 
changed for the hallelujahs of 
heaven. Veneration for the me- 
mory of this excellent man, toge- 
ther with a desire to see justice 
done to all the parties, have in- 
duced me to make the preceding 
remarks, and unless your corre- 
spondent be in possession of evi- 
dence, which he has not yet pro- 
duced, I must consider him as 
having, in this particular at least, 
misnamed his paper, when he en- 
titled it “ Plagiarism re 
R. 


P.S. When I commenced the 
above remarks, I observed, that it 
was not my intention to controvert 
the claims of Marvel to the first 
and third of the productions there 
cited ; but if it has appeared, that 
the translation in dispute, though 
found in the MS. was yet written 
by another hand; a character of 
doubt must inevitably attach itself 
to the other two compositions also, 
especially when it is considered, 
that though the Spectator furnishes 
no proof that they were written 
by Addison, yet that they are 
found in the various editions of 
his poems ; that they have been 
universally attributed to him, and 
that they possess all that elegance 
and beauty which characterize 
the poetic effusions of that great 
writer. 

MISSIONARY ORDINATIONS. 

(To the Editors.) 
In the Evangelical Magazine for 
the last month, page 309, it is 
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mentioned that Mr. Roby, of Man- 
chester, had delivered a “ Dis- 
course founded on the Commission 
given by the Saviour to his Dis- 
ciples, and explanatory of the 
Principles which require and justify 
a Missionary Ordination.” Having 
some doubts in reference to the 
propriety of the term ordination, 
as applied to services of this de- 
scription, I should be glad to see 
the explanation of so intelligent a 
minister, especially as Mr. R. is 
understood to be rather,more of a 
Congregationalist than some of his 
brethren. The ordinations of which 
we read in the New Testament, 
took place, it is evident, amongst 
the people over whom the candi- 
date was about to take the over- 
sight ; and the first Independents, 
it is well known, maintained that a 
Christian society, or the Church 
over which the person to be or- 
dained was about to be invested 
with the pastoral office, formed an 
indispensable party in all services 
of this kind. It appears also from 
the Acts of the Apostles, and from 
the apostolic epistles, that the de- 
signation, or appointment of per- 
sons to other particular services, 
after the ascension of Christ, was 
chiefly the work of the churches 
to which they belonged. 

I am induced to solicit a place 
for this short paper, from the con- 
viction that the subject is neither 
wholly unimportant, nor inappro- 
priate to the title, and Porc 
ledged principles of your miscel- 
lany. Es r O. O. O. 
A COMMON OBJECTION TO IN- 

DEPENDENCY CONSIDERED. 

(To the Editors.) 
Wirtu a person of discrimination, 
it is a strong evidence in favour of 
any doctrine or practice, when its 
opponents, instead of directly at- 
tacking the principles upon which 
it is founded, magnify the abuses 
of it. observable among its ad- 
herents, and endeavour, by this 
means, to succeed in their oppo- 
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sition to it. This is almost in- 
variably the mode of controversy 
adopted by those who choose to 
oppose the congregational form of 
church-government. Their cry 
is, “‘ Behold! what an opportunity 
you give to forward and conceited 
persons to assume undue influence, 
and what dissensions and divisions, 
amongst yourselves, are the conse- 
quences ; all of which might be 
prevented by a discipline of a less 
popular form, which would place 
power in the hands of those alone 
who have wiser heads, and asuperior 
judgment.” They reason upon this 
point as certain politicians do in 
reference to civil government. 
Such a country,—France for in- 
stance,——we are told must not be 
trusted with the best form of 
government possible: they must 
have a worse form, because they 
cannot bear a better, without 
abusing it. We pretend not to 
decide how far such a doctrine as 
this may be applied, with pro- 
priety, to political matters, but 
surely it appears in too question- 
able a shape to be adopted in the 
concerns of religion. It proceeds 
on the ground of political expe- 
diency ; a principle, (or rather a 
renunciation of principle) “which 
conscientious Christians will be 
cautious of adopting in any case 
whatever. ; 
The mode of proceeding which 
our opponents thus recommend, in 
matters connected with church 
discipline, has often been pursued 
in reference to the doctrines of the 
Gospel. And how has it suc- 
ceeded? When the doctrines of 
grace have been perverted to anti- 
nomian purposes, has an approved 
remedy for this evil ever been 
found in the substitution of P. 
morality, or Pelagian principles, 
in ap Mace a Hloctrines? 
If we may allude to a common 
proverb, has not the remedy been 
worse than the disease? And we 
may confidently make the same 
inquiry in reference to forms of 
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church-discipline. Let any system 
be produced, in which popular 
influence is wisely repressed, or 
annihilated ;—let it be papal, epis- 
copal; or presbyterian ;—and it 
will be easy to point out abuses, 
perhaps of a different kind from 
those to which independency is 
liable, but of a ten-fold more 
serious and pernicious description. 
If it be contended that the pedple 
are not the proper parties to 
choose their own pastors, we may 
say, to truly religious persons, 
“Take a survey, then, of the 
pastors, within the sphere of your 
own knowledge, who are chosen 
by lay patrons and secular in- 
fluence, and report to us whether 
you find them better chosen by 
this method, than by that which 
you condemn.” - If it be held that 
the people are not the fit and 
proper persons to administer Chris- 
tian discipline among themselves, 
we may say, “ Look, then, at the 
spiritual courts of episcopacy, or 
at the inquisition of ry, and 
do you really discern in them any 
thing to recommend to the Inde- 
pendents, as an improvement upon 
their system? Would the people, 
or could they, have invented any 
greater abuses ‘than these?” Or 
if our opponents insist upon ‘a 
national ereed, or articles of faith 
imposed upon ministers, to secure 
sinthormity. of doctrine, we may 
challenge them to show, that a 
people thus governed are more 
united in sentiment, and - better 
instructed in religious truth, than 
those who, like the Independents, 
are’ left to their Bible, and to the 
rs of their own choice. Let 
them magnify the abuses amongst 
us as much as they please, and, 
even then, we will venture to 
compare them with their own. 
But, while we retort this argu- 
ment, let us remember that it is 
lawful, and often highly profitable 
to be instructed by an adversary. 
Let ‘us not shut our eyes against 
truth, from’ what quarter sqever it 
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may proceed, or from whatever 
motive. It must be confessed, 
that Independency does sometimes 
appear ih a very unfavourable 
light from the causes which have 
now been stated in the form of 
objections to it. And why is this? 
It is to be feared the plain truth 
is, that more of the power of re 
ligion is wanted among those who 
give occasion for such remarks; 
and our principles will not appear 
in all their loveliness, until this be 
possessed. Independency is a form 
of church-government, devised by 


Jesus Christ, for such as are real 


Christians ; and it will never ap 
pear to advantage, but in com 
nexion with the prevalence of 
“the life of God in the soul of 
man” among those who espouse it. 
The practice of Independency is 
far more easy than that of love, 
humility, forbearance, brotherly. 
kindness, and self-denial. | The 
one may be practised with little 
religion, or without it altogether; 
the other requires, not a little re- 
ligion, but much. And _ where 
there is Independency, without 
humility, forbearance, and brother- 
ly kindness, alas! it might almost 
be said, there had better be no- 
thing at all. There is a huge 
and hideous skeleton, with its 
frightful, uplifted arm; but the 
flesh with its beautiful features 
and symmetry ; the heart with its 
kind, and generous motions, and 
influence ; the very soul itself, all 
that is lovely, all that is of good 
report, are entirely wanting. The 
less is done, but the greater is left 
undone. There is a Latin pro- 
verb which, in English, may be 
thus expressed, “* The corruption 
of the best things is the worst 
kind of corruption :”* and so it is 
in this case ; the more scriptu 

our ‘principles are, the more glaring 
and pernicious will be our abuse 
of them. , 

- How loud is the call, therefore, 


— | 





* Corruptio optimi est pessima. 
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to those who practise a scriptural 
discipline, to see to it that they 
also cultivate Christian graces, lest 
“their good should be evil spoken 
of.” Let such show that, while 
they contend for a spiritual dis- 
cipline, they are not less concerned 
to cultivate a spiritual mind. To 
govern men destitute of religion, 
certainly nothing more inappro- 
priate could be thought of than the 
Congregational method. All its 
motives and sanctions are religious, 
and all its efficiency is derived 
from the prevalence of the graces 
of religion. Let its adherents, 
therefore, for the credit of their 
peculiar principles, attend dili- 
gently to the apostolic direction, 
“Let all bitterness, and wrath, 
and anger, and clamour, and evil 
speaking, be put away from you, 
with all malice: and be ye kind 
one to another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving one another, even as 
God, for Christ’s sake, hath for- 
given you.” i. 

ON THE CHARACTER OF MARY 

MAGDALENE. 
(To the Editors.) 

Permit me, through the medium 
of your Magazine, to endeavour to 
rescue the memory of an eminent 
saint now in heaven, from what I 
cannot but think a most unjust 
odium and calumny cast upon her 
character—I mean Mary Magda- 
lene. If any asylum is now opened 
for the reception of poor unfortu- 
nate seduced females, it is imme- 
diately denominated a Magdalene 
Hospital or Asylum, thereby hold- 
ing up that excellent saint as 
though she had been the mother of 
harlots. On examining the Scrip- 
ture records, I do not find any one 


vice or crime mentioned to which- 


she was addicted. Wherever her 
name is introduced it is con- 
nected’ with some extraordinary 
mstance of her piety, and what 
is"highly to her honour. The 
first time mention of her .is made 
is in Luke viii. 2. where it is re- 


* 


corded, that Mary Magdalene, 
Joanna and Susanna, ministered 
unto our Lord of their substance: 
and to their honour it appears, as 
the only instance on record in all 
the history of our Lord, of any 
pecuniary assistance being render- 
ed to him. All that we hear of her 
afterwards, is her affectionate re- 
gard to our Lord in attending him 
in his way to, and while suffering 
upon the cross; and after his de- 
cease, doing every thing in her 
power to see his body, when taken 
down, decently and respectably 
interred ; and attending at the se- 
pulchre on the third day, very early 
in the morning, to see how far his 
prediction of rising again on the 
third day, had been rightly under- 
stood by her, and in case she should 
have misapprehended his meaning, 
to show some fresh tokens of her 
regard to his sacred remains: and 
by thus constantly attending upon 
him, she was honoured with the 
first sight of him after his resurrec- 
tion, and with being the first herald 
of the human race to proclaim it. I 
know that certain expositors have 
been of opinion, that the woman 
mentioned in the 7th of Luke was 
Mary Magdalene; but I see no rea- 
son for such a conjecture, but se- 
veral against it, It is said, that 
out of her went seven devils, but 
is this to be considered as a crime 
or an affliction? I think only the 
latter ; for I do not know of one 
instance, of those out of whom 
Christ cast devils, in which they are 
stated to have been greater sinners 
than those who were cured of any 
bodily distemper: nor that the pos- 
session was permitted by Provi- 
dence to affect those only who had 
been notorious sinners. The daugh- 
ter of the woman of Canaan —the 
Syrophenician, is called by Mark, 
her young daughter : and the ruler’s 
son mentioned in the 9th of Mark, 
when our Lord asked the father 
how long since it came upon him ; 
answered of a child; from which 
it would appear, that it was not on 
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account of their being more noto- their name, they said ‘ Legion, for 
rious sinners than others, that they *we are many.” I think. then, it 
were thus afflicted. Nor isthe case does not appear, that though seven 
of her having been possessed by devils were cast ont of Mary Mag. 
seven devils a singular one: inthe dalene, there is any proof that she 
instanceof themanin the countryof had been a woman of that immoral 
the Gadarenes who was possessed, character usually ascribed to her, 
on our Lord asking the evil spirits K. 
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POETRY. 


THE MESSIAH.—Cayro I. 
From the German of Klopstock. 


(Concluded from p. 363.) 


Here the wondering seraph'stopp’d; and heaven in silence 
Look’d to the Holiest Place. The Saviour’s messenger, summon'd 
By the Most High, drew near, and receiv’d his secret mandates 
For the guardian spirits of earth, and for Uriel, ‘ regent* 

Of the Sun.’—Then u the Thrones,+ and Gabriel follow’d. 
As he approach’d earth’s altar, ¢ he heard a murmur of sighing 
And of tearful sounds that mgurnfully flow’d from beneath it 
Pleading for man’s salvation: the most distinct of the voices 
Was our first parent's, suppliant there for his progeny fallen. 
This is that altar erewhile by the holy exile of Patmos 

Seen, from whose echoing vaults the accusing cry of the martyrs 
Rose, and souls of the slain pour’d forth celestial sorrows 

That the Lord, the « Holy and True,’ delay’d to avenge them. 
—As to this altar came, the parent of mortals 

Upon the > vehement ardour hastening, met him, 

Not unseen, for an airy form from radiance moulded 

Was the happy spirit’s dress. Its beauteous as 

Like thee, ike thought, bis Maker’s finish’d idea, 

When he willd to create the glorious tenant of Eden, 

And in the blessed lap of her breathing recesses 

Hallow’d earth to sense and warm vitality started.— 

In that semblance Adam came: the loveliest smile play’d 

On his heavenly face, and was in his accent. 

** Hail oh favour’d seraph, who bear’st the m of mercy ! 
Soon as the voice of thine exalted embassy reach’d us 

All my spirit in rapture rose: Thou blessed Messias, 
Would that I also could Taped on thy humanity’s lustre 

As this seraph hath gaz’d, and-view the form of compassion 
Which thou dost wear on earth, my ruin’d race to deliver. 
Show me seraph the trace of the t deliverer’s footsteps 

My Redeemer and friend, that 1 from far may attend him. 
—-Holy Solitude, where the divine Mediator uplifted 





* The poet appears to have ted. from Milton his Uriel the 1 or ‘ regent of 
the sun.’ See Par. Lost. Bk 3 and 4. sities “" 
‘ Hs pee cat is here used in the sense of exalted heavenly beings, See Coloss 

-1 , . 

__ $ There is something obscure in this description, but it is plain that an altar in heaven 
is meant, and it afierwards appears from line 464, that the altar desoribed, Revel. vi. 9, 10, 
is referred to. Cramer, (a German’ critic on Klopstock,) observes, “ this is different 
from the altar of the Mediator, at which Gabriel had before offered iticense.” 
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Eyes of love, and sware to save the children of Adams ” 
Dares the first transgressor with tears of rapture behold thee ?* 
Earth, maternal land, ere while thy only inhabi'tant, 
How my spirit thirsts thy long lost plains to revisit ! 
Those death blasted fields by the curse of Deity smitten, 
if with my Saviour seen, (who walks disguis’d in the vestments 
Of mortality, such as once I dropt in the dust there) 
Would be fovelier than thy fields, terrestrial heaven, 
Paradise which I lost !"—-He spake with innermost fervor.-- 
——“ First born of the elect, (the friendly Gabriel answer’d, ) 
I will speak thy desire to him the t Reconciler ; 
‘If such his heavenly will, his gracious word will announce it, 
That thou may’st see, as he is, the abased glory of Godhead.” 
——Now had th’adoring cherubim left that central heaven 
Swift thro’ the cireuit of worlds dispersing. Gabriel only, 
Flew to our happy earth, by the ever radiant concave 
Of its bordering stars with morn perpetual greeted. 
‘Thence resounded earth’s new names tv the listening ange! ; 
«« Queen of the worlds, eyemark of the Universe, fav’rite of heaven! 
Second abode of God’s own glory, witness immortal 
Of Messiah’s mightiest work !”--’T'was thus that the seraphs 
Hail'd her from their spheres: but Gabriel came to her surface, 
Where night’s coolness fill’d the vales, and clouds on the mountains 
Brooded ; but not long those shades conceal’d from the angel 
His beloved Lord.—fn a deep and bowery valley 
Wail'd by the peaks of Olivet, lay the Son of the Highest 
Sleeping ; a rock his only couch; and Gabriel saw him 
In that sleep with still surprize, nor turn’d from the beauty 
Which the indwelling God to the human nature im 
Tranquil love, the smile of godlike grace, and beside it 
The more ious tear of ever flowim a 
Spake the Friend of man, though slumber shaded his aspect. 
--Thus some angelic guest, a bright aerial wand’erer, 
Views earth’s vernal face half veil'd in evening shadows 
When through silent heavens the lonely Hesperus rising 
Calls the from his twilight bower. At length the entranced 
Gabriel opebe 2m Ob Thou whose Godhead, nature ohm . 
Hears me albeit thy earthly frame be sunk into slu . 
I have fulfill’d with zealous care thy every mandate. 
As I return’d, the sire of men with earnestness told me 
How he pants to behold his Saviour: thus is my promise 
To that spirit fulfill’d: and now I haste, as commanded, 
To extol, in realms of li thy blessed atonement. 
Keep ye silence the while, terrestrial creatures :—-the fleetest 
Moments of that brief season in which your Maker among you 
Dwelts, should be dearer far than ages spent in the service 
Which ye faithfully yield your frail and mortal rs, 
Cease ye winds that rush through this‘funereal ! 
Cease, or in tremulous whispers breathe ! Ye hovering vapors 
Sink in these cool shades! their calm solemnity deepen! 
And thou, forest, be still before ig Meeegirr, M 
——T hus the seraph spake ; then n’d to the assembly 
Of those guardian spirits, te whom the Ruler of all things 
Gave the charge of this our world ; divinely commission’d 
4Ere his sun-ward flight) midst these the approaching“atonement 
To preclaim, and the Sabbath of joy to Emanuel sacred. 
——Thou who, since Gabriel, rulest o’er this world of redemption} 
again ye the mother of that innumerous 

; om attendant years and hasty centuries, fleeting 


| 





* Permission had been given to the patriarchs to view from the son’ ‘ their/Savior’s 
work of atonement.’ See lines 438—440: bat the poet here represents Adam as doubt 
ing from penitent humility whether that privilege could extend to him, amen 

+ Cramer observes that the poet represents Gabriel to have been th an ae of 
this earth, ky a he had bores ry to minister tthe Mew Ry to have 
_Weeeeded in bis charge : not ont design, ad been i evioasty ai 
described gs the eldest-born and chief of the Seraphim. rr _ 

_ Cone. Mac. No. 44. 3H 
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. And exhaustless, she gives to dark eternity’s empire 
Hidisig in hér cold lap the immortals’ mouldering relics,) 
‘Thou our_ransom’d earth's protector, Seraph Eloa, 

Pardon thy future friend, if, by Urania a ea 

He disclose to the ear of man thy secret dwelling. 

If in lonely and raptur'd musings, whelm’d in ethereal 
Vision, with a angelic his ardent thought hath united 
And his unfetter’d spirit caught the heavenly converse, 

Oh then hear him Eloa, when like celestial minstrels 
Venturous, he forsakes the ruin’d dwelling of mortals, 

And conducts his fellow heirs of death og of judgment 

To the assembled bands, the sacred guardian’s council.* 

- —— In the silent realm of the uncontemplated nérth-pole 
Midnight dwells in hermit sleep; and clouds ever floatin 
Thence like the billowy deep outspread.—So lay, in the darkness ‘360 
Which God’s prophet of old invok’d on infidel Pharaoh, 

His fam’d Nilus, and all his fathers’ pareniee buried.— 

——Never yet hath an eye confin’d by this world’s horizon, 

View’'d those polar fields: they rest in shadowy stillness 

Uninhabited ; there no human voice is resgunding; 

There hath beén no grave, and shai! be no resurrection. 

Yet do the seraphim shed e’en there a spiritual lustre 

When like stars they glide o’er the desert heights, in prophetic 

Wonder wrapt, contemplative of man’s coming salvation. 

—— Midst this region a spacious portal offers admittance 

For earth's guardians, to their place uf solemn assembling. 

























After the days of storm and gloom, a festival morning 

Breaks forth brilliant, all the load of vapour dispelling, | 

Till those icy fields and hoary forests, unclouded, 

Glance back every beam ; so brightly Gabriel traveli'd 

Over'the polar hills, and at the sacred portal 

Stood, which to him like prvoding i of cherubim parted 

Then behind him as quick reclos’d.— Next journeys the seraph 

In the abysges of earth. Deep rolling oceans murmur’d 580 
Round those desolate shores, and every powerful torrent 

Which to swell their waves in stormy violence hurried 

Echoed around his _ Avcloud built portal of 

Melted in wen | ight before his hastening footstep 

Which dispers’ shades, and on the shores he had quitted 

Left its track of wavy flame. . Then swiftly he voyag’d 

Down that purer sky, which our terrestrial planet 

Holds within herself, fill’d with interior sunlight ; 

For a mildly radiant sun revolves at her centre 

Pouring its warmth through earth’s deeJ’veins: the hidden auxiliar 590 
Of our upper greater sun, it joins in maturing 

All our seasons’ wealth, and through its narrower orbit, 
Sheds, from a shrine of roseate clouds, unvarying noontide. 
He that fills all heavens, sometimes conveys te the 
Station’d there, his th ts divine, by marvellous tokens 
On those apd yew the glorious future unfolding. 
—— So, amid soft and frui 


———- Upon that sun of inner earth the seraph alighted, 
And around him met the guardian spirits of nations, 600 
Angels of war and death, who through all destiny’s mazes 
to pyeers ‘divine the fatal thread are cenducting ; 
0 in cone rule the acts and councils. of monarchs, 
While in its fancied works of might their arrogance triumphs. 
—— Then the protectors of the few, the noble and virtuous, 
irits that watch the amidst his holy retirement 
from the wéridling’s joys he flies, and Providence opens 
_ Unto his prayerful thought its own mysterious volume. 
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* Here, and in line 539, the word rendered ‘ guardians’ is in the original ‘ watchers,’ 
aad the allusion is to ‘ the watchers,’ and ‘ bolyoncs’ mentioned, Dan, iv. 13, 17--sapr 
posed by expositors to mean certain angelic beings. 








As when winter brightens, and o’er her snowcover'd summits, 570° 
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Angels who oft in secret join the hallow’d assemblies 
Which, in the bretherly bond of Christian fellowship, mingle 610 
To a bleeding rising Lord their rapturous praises. 
530 ». When the souls of those that sleep in Jesus are ling*ring 


O’er their lifeless frame, and mark the traces of conflict 
In the chill damps of death each pallid feature bedewing, 
Then with the voice of joy these heavenly visitants t them; 
** Be of good cheer ; ere long we restore that mouldering ruin ;_ 
E’en your mortal abode, to death’s stern. power surrender'd, 
Shall, with the judgment morn, in glorious light reawaken. 
Come, heaven's denizens, come, and share the visions of glory ; 
Come, your ascended Lord, your t forerunner awaits you !"” 620 
—— Nor these spirits alone, but human spirits, in earliest 
560 Infancy from our world remov’d, surrounded the seraph. 
Sever’d from those tender forms which utterance only 
To the voice of tears had given, whose opening organs 
had view'd earth’s narrowest field, they shrank from the vastness 
Of created things; but théir an | guardians led them, 
And to the harp’s soft tones with i 


, 


winning gentleness chaunted 
How and whence their being rose ; how pure and exalted 
Was the spirit of man when first the Infinite fram’d it, 
wAnd in what joyful.youth the glittering army of heaven 630 
At the Creator's call first beam’d. «Come, children of mercy, 
(Thus they clos’d the strain) oh come, the fathers await you, 
Perfected spirits of the just ;--the enrapturing presence 
20° Of your redeeming Lord, enthron’d in kindness, awaits you.” 
—— Thus did the angel band their mild ingenuous pupils 
With that lofty wisdom endue, whose fugitive semblance 
Cheats the pursuit of erring man.—Those spirits of infants 
From their ethereal bowers had issued, and with the angels 
In that shining concourse mix’d, while Gabriel — 'd 
As the Most High enjoin'd, the glorious news of redemption ; 640 
And the attentive host round that celestial herald 
0 Stood, absorb’d in blissful thought, and holy amazement. 
Till at length two infant spirits, fondly united, 
in and Jedidda, e midst gentle embraces. 
«B. Is it not, oh Jedidda, the kind and much belov’d teacher, 
Is it not Jesus of whom the seraph talk’d 7-1 remember 
With what fervor he clasped us once, how tenderly press'd us 
To his beating heart : a tear of truest affection, 
(Still I see the gracious tear) his countenance moisten’d, 
And I kiss’d it thence ; but still I ever behold it. 640 
J. And he said, my Benjamin, unto our mothers around him 
0 Be ye as children, else ye can ne’er God’s kingdom inherit. 
B. “Yes so said he, Jedidda, and He is our Redeemer ; 
~—— Him are we thus happy : oh come embrace thy beloved !* 
—— Thus they spake—while Gabriel for his ulterior mission 
Stood prepar'd, and splendors flow’d around the immortal, 
As when earth by the dwellers in her pale satellite gaz’d on 
Beams through dewy clouds their lunar plains to enlighten. 
So that Seraph arose, pursued by loud acclamation 
From the — host, and gain’d the exterior heavens. 660 
Then, like a of the silver bow, to victory destin’d, 
) Shot. by the nearer planets forth, and flew to the templ 
Of our golden sun, on whose bright battlements waiting 
He the patriarch’s spirits found, their look unaverted 
Travelling with those earliest beams which scatter’d the twilight 
In the vallies of Judah’s land: amidst them, superior 
By his high and thoughtful mien, was the offspring of Eden, 


tage LS : hisardent suit had been granted, 
with Uriel now, (the- sun's bright ruler,) he cOmmun’d 
On the hopes of man; and watch’d for Olivet’s dawning, 670 
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REVIEW OF BOOKS, &c. 


WA wreweneceseses 


Essai historique sur la puissance 
temporelle des Papes. An histo- 
rical Dissertation on the Tempo- 
ral Power of the Popes, and on 
their Systematic Abuse of their 
Spiritual Administration. 2 Vols. 
8vo. Paris, 1818. 

Our readers will not, we are sure, 
think ‘that we recur too often to 
this important subject; nor will 
they deem it matter of complaint, 
that we turn to foreign literature 
for a line of illustration in which 
our own language is at best’ defi- 
cient, and of which we find but 
few traces in the productions of 
modern authors. Our friends are 
aware that we are not satisfied with 
allowing ourselves to be drifted 
along by the current of circum- 
stances: though assured, by the 
respectability and talent of our co- 
adjutors, of a competent supply of 
judicious and attractive variety, 
we have from our commencement, 
aimed at something higher than 
the production of a merely casual 
miscellany ; we have had in view 
specific plans and permanent ob- 
jects; and although we have found 
our schemes less practicable in the 
execution than in the arrangement, 
yet we believe that we have not 
altogether failed: if we mistake 
not, our past volumes contain much 
that is of substantial and durable 
worth ; and we’ shall neglect no 
opportunity that may promise the 
accession of interesting and valu- 
able information. 

The controversy between the 
Romanists and Protestants, al- 
though it has been nich agitated, 
has but rarely been ‘taken up on 
comprehensive grounds. Few per- 
sons are aware of the immense 
field of the discussion, or of the 
talent. and research which’ have 
been called into exercise by the 
variety and weight of the points at 


issue. It has-so often happened 
either that the immediate object of 
the dispute has been partial ; or, 
that its scope, if general, has been 
necessarily superficial, that many 
essential peculiarities of the inquiry 
have been unavoidably left out of 
sight; and it may occur to the 
student in polemics to turn over 
many, and importgnt volumes, and 
still to be ignorant of innumerable 
particulars, which must be dispos- 
ed of, before the question can be 
considered as finally settled. In 
most disputes there is something 
previously conceded on both sides; 
some fixed principle on which to 
argue: some frontier and debate- 
able ground on which to meet; 
but here there is nothing of the 
kind, the parties are at variance 
even respecting the laws and limits 
of the strife ; the common regula- 
tions of debate are here rejected, 
and the disputant has every step 
to gain in hard fought battle, be- 
fore he can claim it as his own. 

It is the general notion, that the 
Catholic controversy is one of sa- 
lient points, that there is no dif_i- 
culty in marking its features, that it 
is, in fact, confined to a few positions 
of great importance and easily dis- 
tinguished, and we admit, that in 
its naked essentials, it may allow of 
this reduction, Happily its dis- 
tinctive lineaments are of such 
striking and portentous character, 
that when the veil which covers 
them is rent away, they stand out 
in all their odiousness and all their 
horror, for the warning and repul- 
sion of mankind. ‘But that veil is 
darkly and subtilely woven ; light 
as film in substance, its texture 1s 
wrought with infinite dexterity and 
cunning, and it requires both pa- 
tience, skill, and firmness to un- 
ravel it. The simplicity and godly 
sincerity of the enlightened Chris- 
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‘tian, enables him to see_through 


the delusion; he can well detect 
the fallacy ; he may not be able to 
point out in set phrase and syllo- 
gism the flaw in its construction, 
but he goes a shorter way to work, 
he tears away the covering, smites 
the idol with the sword of the Spi- 
rit, and it lies before him, shattered 
and headless on the ground. 

But the regular disputant, and 
Papists, must be encountered by 
such from time to time, or their 
boasting, however empty, will be 
intolerably noisy—the controver- 
tist ‘ all compact,’ who puts on his 
harness for ranged battle, will feel 
the necessity for adopting a diffe- 
rent system of attack and defence. 
“He has to deal with a wily and 
practised adversary, skilled in all 
the arts of presenting his strong 
points, and masking his weak ones ; 
a sortof Reliarius, shifting in every 
direction, aiming his net. at his 
antagonist, and nimbly evading the 
thrusts of his more powerful wea- 
pon. But, though the contest be 
generally a war of manceuvres, it is 
not to be forgotten, that some of the 
more daring spirits,“the mpouayoe 
of the enemy’s array, have bold- 
sy presented themselves to the 
direct contest; and while the 
Nouets, the Parsons, the Arnoux, 


* display astonishing agility in’the 


petite guerre of finesse, cavil, and 
evasion, we shall do wisely not 
to conceal from ourselves, that we 
have also men of hardier mould 
and gigantic proportions to grapple 
with ; that we must meet in ‘ keen 
encounter,’ the shrewd deductions 
of such powerful investigators as 
Arnauld ; the ability to give to 
mere sophistry the aspect and the 
force of liberal and legitimate argu- 
ment possessed in consummate per- 
fection by Bossuet, the learning 
and comparative candour of Fleury. 
Itis in the conflict with such mas- 
ter-wits as these, that we are com- 
pelled to avail ourselves of all the 

s which vigilance and 
knowledge can add to the simpli- 
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city of truth. For instance, when 
the first of these last cited polemics, 
if, indeed, the Perpetuité de la Fot 
were not written by Nicole under 
the name, and with the aid of Ar- 
nauld—intrepidly affirmed that.the 
bodily presence of Jesus Christ in 
the Eucharist, had been the doctrine 
of the church in all ages, from the 
time of the Apostles, supporting 
his assertion by the production of 
a whole catena of authorities and 
illustrations: the triumph of the 
Romanists was most clamorous, 
and the work was hailed by them 
as the death blow of Protestantism. 
Happily the defence of the Refor- 
mation was in the hands of men 
equal to the difficulty ; Aubertin 
and the admirable Claude, engaged 
in the controversy with signal suc- 
cess, demonstrated the inefficiency 
of Arnauld’s deductions, and ex- 
posed the fallacy of building a de- 
cisive argument on the silence of 
the dark ages, andthe equivocal 
language of some af the fathers. 
Arnauld was reduced in his reply 
to something very like a vindica- 
tion of some of the worst and 
gloomiest periods of degraded 
Christianity ; he even attempted 
to lend a helping hand to the mi- 
serable tenth century, rightly dis- 
tinguished by Cave, as infelix et 
obscurum, and styled even by Ba- 
ronius ferreum et plumbeum. 

The second of the writers above 
referred to, Bossuet, made a con- 
summately artful and specious at- 
tack on the character of the. Re- 
formation and the Reformers, in 
his Histoire des Variations. |The 
object of this masterly book, was 
to throw ridicule on the uncertain- 
ties, dissensions, and excesses of 
the Protestant churches, and hence 
to show the necessity of some ulti- 
mate appeal. Claude was dead ; 
but though his master hand was 
wanting to the work, the task of 
answering it devolved on Basnage, 
whose book we have not seen, and 
of course can say nothing of its 
value ; he was, however, a man of 
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learningand ability. Others, amo 
whom was Bishop Burnet, ming] 
in. the conflict; but it appears to 
us, that the most pithy and effec- 
tual reply might have been made 
in the shape and dimensions of a 
hawker's tract. Leaving al] the 
exaggerations and perversions of 
Bossuet’s volumes to take their 
chance with the candid, and with 
posterity ; it might have been sim- 
ply answered to his main attack— 
what then? we admit and we de- 
plore the divisions of the Christian 
church, but in what way do they 
invalidate the right of private judg- 
ment, or what bearing have they 
on the grand question as to the 
spiritual domination. of the Papal 
see? Has Ronte itself been free 
from such dissensions? Have not 
Popes opposed and excommunicat- 
ed Popes? Have our disputes 
equalled the follies and ferocities 
of the “Grand Schism?” When 
have Protestants opposed Protes- 
tants with greater energy than 
Papists have manifested in rejec- 
tion of the authority claimed by 
their great and infallible head. 
This last is an interesting point, 
and we shall illustrate it somewhat 
at large by a reference to the strange 
contest between the clergy and 
prelates of France, and the Pope 
and the Italian hierarchy. 

The partizans of Rome are. al- 
ways eager to put forward among 
the advantages of their scheme, the 
facility which it affords in the ad- 
justment of doctrinal variances, the 
rejection of error, and the preser- 
vation of harmony and union by 
the acknowledgment of an_infalli- 
ble arbitrator, deriving his autho- 
rity, through an unbroken line of 
succession, from the prince of the 
apostles, whose elevation to the 
primacy was the immediate act of 
the Divine Redeemer. Now, leav- 
ing for the present, the tempting 
opportunity of exposing the ‘im- 
mense absurdity and the moral de- 
ception of maintaining such a dele- 
gation, we shall adopt the more 








summary plan, of denying both 
the assumed advantages of the sys- 
tem, and the existence, except in 
name, of the system itself. Suppos- 
ing the machinery to be universally 
adopted, and to have its complete 
effect upon the moral and social 
habits of the human race ; imagin- 
ing, and a desperate imagination it 
would be, that the ‘“ meek-eyed. 
peace” of the Vatican were now 
sitting on her “seven mountains,” 
to exercise a boundless sway over 
the habitable eartli, 

** And waving wide her myrtle wand, 

To strike au universal peace through sea 

and land ” 

What would be ‘the character 
and qualities of this tranquillity ? 
Would it bring forward the Miller- 
nial era of Jight and love, pour 
from its redundant urn the streams 
of intellectual and religious know- 
ledge, diffuse the blessings of free 
and liberal institutions? Let his- 
tory answer! Look to the period 
when Europe slept beneath the 
“ overfiowing scourge” of Romish 
superstition —look to the “iron,” 
“leaden,” “miserable,” ‘ dark” 
century which preceded the en- 
lightened efforts of Berenger, and 
the immortal infamy of Hilde- 
brand. ‘The very first result of 
such a general submission as we 


have supposed, would be either © 


the unqualified prohibition of the 
Bible to the common people, or 
the concession of a mangled and 
garbled representation of its con- 
tents. Is any one disposed to ques- 
tion this? Shall we be told that 
Catholicism is liberalized, that it 
has adapted its maxims to the ad- 
vanced civilization of the world? 
The. Pope himself will answer for 
us, in the language of his recent 
bull against the dissemination of 
the Scriptures. The consistent 
sons of Rome themselves will an- 
swer for us, that the maxims of 
the Church are unalterable, that 
she has not abated a jot of her full 
claims, and that if the indiscrimi- 
nate circulation of the Scriptures 
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1821.) 
were not permissible in the tenth 
century, it is still more earnestly 
to be deprecated now. The second 


step would be, if possible, a yet. 


more decided measure in further- 
ance of universal acquiescence, for 
a most effectual soporific would be 
administered to all the little cla- 
morous sects and parties, which 
now disturb the harmony of the 
church. The charity of Mr. Wix 
would have its perfect realization ; 
the “‘uncovenanted mercies” of 
Archdeacon Daubeney might now 
and then save a dissenter from the 
stake ; and the enlightened afféc- 
tion of Mr. Dennis for consecrated 
precincts might find its blest re- 
in some uncontaminated cell. 

hot beds of schism, Hoxton, 

and Homerton, and Bristol, would 


' either be ‘‘ heated one seven times 


hotter,” by the application of sub- 
stantial flame, or as effectually an- 
nihilated by the assignment of a 
more refrigerant discipline to their 
tenants. But we are unwilling to 
ursue in sport, a subject which 
nds from every man serious 

and even melancholy reflection. 
The repose which is promised to 
us by the rise and ruleof Popery, 
is the sleep of eternal death ; dark- 
ness of mind ; torpor of conscience ; 
the surrender of the rights of in- 
tellectuals ; and the suspension of 
the hope of immortals on the ca- 
suistry of priests, the dicta of 
Popes, and the “ vain jangling” of 
councils. Stat pro ratione voluntas, 
would be our only return in the 
wretched commerce which would 
compel us to barter our highest pri- 
vi and noblest distinctions 
against error, delusion, and mi- 
sery ;~ in exchange for our sub- 
stantial aliment, we should obtain 
from our new spiritual fathers, a 

and a stone. 

_We are not conscious of the 
test exaggeration in all this. 
The Romanist, indeed, would pro- 
Sadly put it in somewhat different 
language ; he would tell us of the 
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pure doctrine of the scriptures 
supported and explained by ‘the 
equally pure stream of inspired tra- 
dition; he would instruct us in 
the unerring wisdom, and the hea-. 
ven-delegated power of the Holy 
Father, or of cecumenical councils ; 
he would brand the conscientious 
exercise of private judgment as 
heresy ; and unreasoning submis- 
sion to the decrees of the sacred 
college would, in his estimate, be 
orthodoxy ; he would deny the 
right of the people to the full and 
free use of the Bible ; and he would 
affirm the validity of the complicat- 
ed intertexture of his ritual, and of 
the countless varieties of the living 
machinery of his system, 

» sss «+ e@remites and friars, 
White, black, and grey, with all their trum- 

pery. 
Here Pilgrims roam, that strayed so far to 
see 
In Golgotha Him dead who lives in Heaven. 
Cowls, hoods, and habits, . . . . . 
ar or en + reliques, beads, 
Indulgences, dispenses, pardons, bulls. 

We may now pause to ask if 
even tranquillity be worth pur- 
chasing at such a price as this? 
Whether even the contests for high 
principle, the minor conflicts on 
inferior points, and the fierce strifes 
about words, where there is no 
room for more serious difference,— 
whether these, deplorable as they 
may be, are not unspeakably pre- 
ferable to peace and quietness, 
hought by acquiescence in such 
destructive absurdities as we have 
honestly. set down. If the answer 
to these questions be such as we 
anticipate, we need no farther jus 
tification for our rejection of an in- 
fallible arbitration as a sanative for 
the corruptions, and a remedy for 
the disorders, of the church of 
Christ. 

But we recur to our second 
negalur, and, without any hesita- 
tion, affirm, that the system of in- 
fallibility is a mere chimera ; that 
it does not exist, and that it never 


~ ehurch. 
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has existed, among the Catholics 
themselves. It hasadmirably served 
the purpose of its inventors ; it has 
been, as occasion demanded, a 
mask, a scourge, a pass-word, a 
countersign, a terror, or a jest ; 
but it has never stood in the way 
of power and resolution. Not to 
take any present cognizance of the 
innumerable divisions and dis- 
putes which this claim has given 
rise to in papal Christendom, we 
shall limit ourselves to the consi- 
deration of the grand schism which 
has long prevailed on this peint in 
the very heart of the Romish 
The Italian school of 
theologians, it is well known, claim 
for the Pope the most extravagant 
prerogatives ; they ascribe to him 
a supreme sovereignty both in 
spirituals and temporals ; and they 
assert him tobe the infallible ora- 
‘cle of truth. Baronius broadly 
states this; polilicum principatum, 
he fearlessly dogmatizes, sacer- 
dotali esse subjectum’ nulla potest 
esse dubilatio. And Bellarmine, as 
quoted by Barrow, affirms the same 
doctrine in a passage of unparalleled 
subtlety ; pontificem ut pontificem non 
habere directe etimmedtate ullam tem- 
poralem potestatem, sed solum spiri- 
tualem, tamen ratione spiritualis ha- 
bere saltem indirecte potestatem 
quandam, eamque summam, tn tem- 
poralibus. This is the finest pos- 
sible specimen of jesuitical grada- 
tion ; the worthy cardinal begins 
with all imaginable candour; the 
Pope cannot be said to have any 
direct temporal power; then he 
has it indirecily; and, at last, bya 
magnificent stride from quandam 
to summam, he has it in full and 
uncontrouled supremacy! This, 
however, is the unvarying lan- 
guage of the Roman school ; how- 
ever absurd their pretensions, they 


are not to be deterred from urging~ 


them by any considerations but 
those of interest and expediency. 
On the other hand, the kings, pre- 
lates, and divines of France, ut- 


terly reject these usurpations ; they 
allow to the Pope the primacy of 
the priesthood, but they laugh at 
his elaims to infallibility and so- 
vereignty, and they make a firm 
and determined stand in defence 
of what they term “ the liberties 
of the Gallican church.” We have 
not found it easy to ascertain the 
precise meaning of this phrase ; it 
has, on the whole, appeared to us, 
that these “ liberties” were certain 
privileges peculiar to themselves, 
and net common to the church at 
large; and yet this view of the 
case would involve the monstrous 
contradiction of different standards 
of right and rule, in an ecclesias- 
tical establishment, of which the 
assumed prerogatives are unity 
and infallibility. The truth is, we 
suspect, that the clergy and poli- 
ticians of France, provided they 
could effect a convenient emanci- 
pation for themselves, were per- 
fectly well satisfied that other na- 
tions should remain in bondage. 
In 1707, the celebrated Dupin 
published, anonymously, an able 
Treatise on the Ecclesiastical and 
Temporal Powers ; the book itself 
we have not seen, but an ample 
abstract of its contents lies before 
us in the 19th volume (quarte, 
1731) of his Biblioteque des Auteurs 
Ecclesiastiques, and from it we 
shall translate the “ four proposi- 
tions” laid down by the French 
clergy, in their famous “ declara- 
tion” of 1682, as the basis of their 
liberties. 

“1. That St. Peter and his sue- 
cessors, viears of Jesus Christ, and 
that even the whole clrurch, have 
received power from God only 
over things spiritual and pertain- 
ing to ‘salvation, and not over 
things temporal and civil. 

«2, That, according to the two 
decrees of the Council of Con- 
stance, contained in the 4th and 
5th sessions, a General Council, 
lawfully assembled, represents the 
universal church ; and that ‘the 
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pope is as completely subject to 
its authority, as other individuals 
are. 

. “3, That the power of the pope 
is not absolute and unlimited, but 
that its exercise is to be regulated 
by the disposition of the canons of 
general councils ; and ‘that the laws 
and customs anciently received in 
the Gallican church are stiJl to be 
observed, and that the pope can- 
not contravene them. 

“4. That in questions of faith, 
and in decrees whieh relate to all 
the churches, and to each church 
in particular, the decisions of the 
popes are not irreversible, without 
the consent of the church.” 

These spirited and decided pro- 
positions were maintained with the 
utmost energy by the clergy of 
France, and were defended with 
great force -and eloquence by 
Bossuet, and though occasional 
symptoms of. weakness have been 
manifested at particular times, 
and especially during the priest- 
ridden dotage of Louis XIVth, 
they have never been  form- 
ally retracted. Now, without en- 
tering into an historical investi- 
gation to prove, what might be 
established most incontrovertibly, 
that the infallibility of the pope 
has, at all times, and nearly in all 
Catholic countries, been a disputed 
or rejected assumption; we may 
safely rest upon this single and 
sufficient instance in proof of the 
entire futility of the advantages 
claimed by the Romanists from 
the acknowledgment of an infalli- 
ble authority in ecclesiastical mat- 
ters. They have no such autho- 
tity ; the pope has been treated by 

ute sovereigns with as little 
ceremony as a common individual ; 
obedience to his mandates has, in 
almost all cases, been merely a 
question of political expediency, 
and in the instance just cited, and 
m. many others which might rea- 
dily be brought forward, it is clear 
teven the clergy have felt the 
Claims.of the church of Rome to 
' . Cone. Mag, No. 44. 
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universal spiritual empire, inad- 
missible and intolgrable. 
But it will be said, that the Ro- 
man Catholic, if driven from this 
ground, has it in his option to occu- 
py 2 position still stronger, by aban- 
doning the disputed supremacy of a 
single individual, and ascribing in- 
fallibility and authority only to the 
whole church represented by an 
cecumenical council. This is cer- 
tainly more plausible, it has an 
imposing and attractive sound to 
talk of the assembled church, 
meaning always the clergy to the 
exclusion of the laity, to speak of 
the dignity and wisdom of such a 
convention, and to describe its 
blessed effects in tranquillizing a 
distracted, and reclaiming an err- 
ing world. Where can be the in- 
validation of this temperate and 
salutary claim? Where!—inthein- 
dividualizing language of the Scrip- 
tures, which never direct men to 
synods and councils, but to the 
word of the Almighty and the 
verdict of conscience; tothe trans 
actions between God and the soul, 
and not to the sentiments of others, 
however wise or exalted ;—in the 
common sense of the matter, which 
must satisfy the unprejudiced mind, 
that the opinions of men can never 
be adequate substitutes for the 
communications of the divinity, 
unless they can establish the fact 
of celestial inspiration by working 
direct and conspicuous miracles ;—— 
in the melancholy history of gene- 
ral councils, than which a more 
atrocious record of intrigue, per- 
fidy, ambition, impiety, ferocity, 
is not presented in the annals of 
human depravity. But we waive 
all this, and we again take up our 
negative, and deny, Catholics them-' 
selves being our witnesses, the su- 
of general councils: It 
is denied by the popes themselves, 
and by their supporters, who claim 
it for the papal see. These per- 
sons have always distinguished 
themselves by théir opposition’ to: 
the convocation of these assem-= 
3I 
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blies,, and have invariably mani- 
fested the utmost jealousy of any 
interference with their personal 
pretensions. And a most empha- 
tic evidence of the ease with which 
Romanists evade their own doc- 
trine, is to be found in the striking 
fact, that the decrees of the Coun- 
cil of Trent have never been ac- 
cepted by France; every attempt 
to give them the force of ecclesias- 
tical.Jaw, has been successfully 
resisted, either by the kings, the 
states general, or the parliaments. 
Without reference to the admira- 
bleshistory of this council by Fa- 
ther Paul, and the useful notes of 
Le Courayer, we shall just observe, 
that a very interesting abstract of 
its proceedings, and a history of 
the attempts to establish its au- 
thority in France, will be found in 
the 15th volume of Dupin. 

Thus the Romanists embarrass 
themselves. with the odious and 
anti-scriptural doctrine of an infal- 
lible human authority in matters 
which must, after all, remain be- 
tween man and the great searcher 
of hearts, without reaping any of 
its imputed advantages, or being 
able to- determine where it lies. 
They hold forth to us the blessings 
of unity, while the history of their 
sect is one awful series of | in- 
trigués, distractions, and persecu- 
tions. They have hardly ever, 
even for a short breathing time, 
ceased from quarrelling with each 
other. They would bind us to 
that which they themselves set at 
nought. Strenuously maintaining 
and enforcing the phantasm of in- 
fallibility, and claiming from us 
unqualified assent to its, substantial 
existence, they yet cannot deter- 
mine where it is to, be , 
The partisans of the pope demand 
it for him; the fautors of councils 
ascribe it to them ; and bolder and 
more dextrous spirits give it to ei- 
ther, or to neither, as it. serves 


pesado Inevitable fate of 
error, to be entangled in its own 
web; to. be embarrassed in the 


snare which it has spread «for 
others, to stumble in the gloom 
valley which itself has darkened, 
to wander in its own labyrinths 
farther and still farther from rea- 
son and from truth ! 

We have been seduced by the 
importance of these considerations, 
to indulge thus far in the modern 
fashion of reviewing, since we have 
not yet touched upon the subject 
of the volumes of which we have 
placed the title at the head of this 
article, nor, in fact, opened the 
volumes themselves for the imme- 
diate purpose of abstract and com- 
ment. In our next we purpose 
entering on their very interesting 
contents. 

(To be concluded in our next. ) 
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A Series of Addresses to Young 


People. By J. Hooper, A. M.° 
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Burton and Smith. 

Tuere is no class of persons on 
whose account we feel more soli- 
citude than that to which these 
Addresses are directed. Every 
attempt, therefore, te pre-engage 
the affections of the young on the 
side of religion, we hail with sin- 
cére delight. When we behold a 
minister of the Gospel, as in the 

t instance, taking the young 
of the flock into his bosom, it is a 
sight, we imagine, to angels and 
good men most grateful ; nor less 
so to him, who once said to the 
chief of the Apostles, “ Feed my 
lambs !” 

We are delighted to see an m- 
creasing and extended care over 
the young. It gladdens the heart 
to behold Sabbath Schools spread- 
ing throughout the metropolis and 
the whole country ; and that not 


by the force of law, nor the wi* _ 


dom of political economists, but 
by the impulse of benevolent zeal, 
We have not yet advanced, how- 
ever, to that‘ height of perfection, 
in our system of religious instroc- 
tion for the young, which is neces- 
stry to complete the stupendous 
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Something is yet wanting to give 
full effect to the system now in 


- operation, and to accomplish the 


intentions of those who promote the 
religious instruction of the young. 

This deficiency lies in the want 
of a regular system of instruction 
ty succeed that of ‘the Sabbath School, 
and to secure, so far as human 
agency is concerned, the advan- 
tages already obtained in the pre- 
vious course. Much good has, in- 
deed, been effected by Sabbath 
Schools ; but * how much more 
might have resulted, had such a 
system as that now suggested been 
universally acted upon? How 
many scholars, who having gone 
so far as to learn by rote their ca- 
techism, some hymns, and some pas- 
sages of Scripture, and having left 
their school accomplished in all it 
professed to teach, have been ever 
after lost sight of and negleeted. 
How has the fruit been nipped in 
the bud, for want of a proper 
school to succeed that which they 


had left! one that should offer to 


them a higher course of instruc- 
tion, and be adapted to their open- 
ing powers ; one that should tempt 
them forward in the road of know- 
ledge, piety, and virtue, and that 
should present a constant succes- 
sion of noble, interesting, and im- 
portant objects, to gratify youthful 
curiosity, and satiate youthful de- 
sires ; a school that should antici- 
pate and prevent the waiting —_— 
tations of the world and the flesh, 
and form a hopeful nursery for the 
church of Christ. Such a system, 
with a divine blessing, would con- 
summate the intentions and the 
desires of those who are solicitous 
for the young, and for the increase 
of that “kingdom, which is not of 
this world.” 

_ Our author, we are persuaded, 
will coincide with these views. 
ae a shown se much solicitude 
Tor rising generation, that we 
at we shall at least en- 
sage assent to our remarks. 
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His volume of “ Addresses to 
Young People,” is in perfect Jiar- 
mony with the system we have 
ventured to suggest ; and it is to 
such as himself we should look for 
the accomplishment of the impor- 
tant design ; for such a system can 
be conducted with effect only by 
ministers and their deacons, or 
assistants, who, in the first-ages of 
Christianity, acted as catechists. 
The system we propose being de- 
signed to exercise the thinking 
powers of the youthful mind, “it 
would require persons of -judg- 
ment to superintend its operations. 
Useful as it may be, yet it is not 
enough for ministers to deliver 
homilies to young persons at cer- 
tain seasons, or on’ certain “occa- 
sions, The instruction must be 
brought down to the individual, 
and addressed to him as such, that 
we may be at no uncertainty whe- 
ther or not we have gained his at- 
tention, or by divine grace carried 
our lessons home to his under- 
standing and his heart. 

Adults will not, in general, stib- 
mit to such a process ; (supposing 
it to have been neglected in earl 
years,) otherwise it might, wi 
equal advantage, be applied even 
tothem. If they heard less, and 
retained more, they would be 
gainers by the change. We all 
require “ line upon line, precept 
upon precept :” and if maturity of 
years stand in need of this treat- 
ment, how much more childhood 
and youth, which are “ vanity.” 
Until such a system as the above- 
mentioned be established, wethank- 
fully accept volumes of “ Addresses 
to Young People,” and feel great 
pleasure in recommending to our 
readers the instructive volume now 
before us. 

The first discourse is intitled, 
“The Youthful Jesus, proposed as 
a Model for Imitation,” from Luke 
ii, 52.— And Jesus increased in 
wisdom and stature, and in favour 
with God and man,” This dis 
eourse centains some ingenious 

312 
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and interesting observations on the 
early life of our Lord, well calcu- 
lated to impress the mind of youth. 
The second Address is intitled, 
* the gain of wisdom recommended 
as the best acquisition ;” from 
Prov. iv. 7—9, “‘Wisdom is the 
principal thing,” &c. Thisis aplain 
useful discourse. The third is in- 
titled : “Parental affection and con- 
cern, a motive to filial excellence,” 
from Prov. xxxi. 2.. “What my 
son, and what the~ son of my 
womb,” &c. This is a pathetic 
address to the feelings of natural 
affection in the young. The fourth 
discourse is intitled, “‘ Parental de- 
dication by baptism, a motive to 
al dedication,” from 1 Sam. 
1. 27, 28. “ For this child I pray- 
ed,” &c. A subject confessedly of 
much importance; but, as our 
author observes in the introduction ; 

It is much to be apprehended, that young 
persons in general have but an imperfect 
idea of the nature and obligations of that 

solemn ordinance by which they bave been 
devoted to God. It is generally transacted 
at a time when the immediate subject of it 
is incapable of understanding its meaning, 
or of appreciating its importance. Hence 
the necessity of a special and a frequent 
reference to it, when the child shall Lave 
arrived at a period when it is capable of 
understanding. But, alas! it is strangely 
overlooked, nor is it adveried to, either by 
parents or ministers, with that frequency 
which ifs importance demands. Hence its real 
import is but ill understood, ‘and it is too 
often cousidered rather as a mere ceremony 
which takes place at naming a child, than a 
religions act wherein a surrender of the 
child is made to God.--p. 70. 

Several passages in this discourse 
are so striking and interesting, that 
we must select one or two, with a 
view of making our readers solicit- 
ous of obtaining the whole. As one 
of the advantages resulting from 
an attention to the duty proposed, 
the author, addressing youth, says : 

You will be better prepared to meet and 
resist the temptations with which you must 
expect to be assailed. 

You are passing through a very danger- 
ons world, full of allurements, and snares, 
and bye-paths.-You are accompanied in 
this passage by a very cunning aud watebfal 
foe, who is bent on your ruin, and will leave 
#0 means’ untried to effect: it.- You also 


carry about within you a corrupt nature, 
ready to yield to the slightest temptation, 
Now, with all these dangers and disadvan- 
tages, how will it be possible for yon to 
escape, unless by an early and diligent study 
of the word of God, your minds be fortified 
with sound principle, and you live under the 
abiding impression, that you are the Lord’s 
by covenant engugement? For want of this, 


maby a promising youth, who had becn devo- ° 


ted to God, is lost: and the sea of life is 
sirewed with the wrecks of many youthfal 
characters, who having neglected to furnish 
the mind with good principles, and forgetting 
every solemn obligation, fell a prey to the 
first temptation with which they were as- 
sailed, and thus made shipwreck of prin- 
ciple, of character, of parental expectations, 
and of every thing valuable; all which 
might have been avoided, if, in the hour of 
temptation, the mind had been alive to such 
considerations as these :-—‘ 1 ami solicited to 
depart from God, bat I have been solemm 
ly devoted to him by my parents, and, » 
far as 1am capable of judging of the nature 
of that transaction, I heartily approve of it. 
1 am bis, not only by right of creation, bat 
by covenant transaction; and shall I renounce 
all these engagements, and abandon all my 
expectations, for the sake of some momen- 
tary gratification?— No. In the strength of 
that God whose | am, I bid the tempter be 
gone. In vain, alluring world, dost thoa 
spread thy baits ;— 

“* | cannot buy your bliss so dear, 

Nor part with heaven for you.”— pp. 80,82. 

Again, as one of the sad conse- 
quences of neglect, it is said: 

By this you declare your disapprobation 
of the act, and render null and void all that, 
parental piety and affection had donc. 

In bringing you to be baptized, your pa- 
rents did that which they fondly hoped 
would be of essential advantage to you. 
What, thivk you, were their feelings, their 
wishes, their prayers, when they beheld you 
in the arms of the minister, when they saw 
the application of the water, and beard the 
name of the sacred Three propounced? How 
fervently did they desire that you might be 
spared to understand ithe natuie of the 
transaction, axd to signify your approval, to 
confirm their hopes, and answer their bigh- 
est expectations, by a personal dedication to 
God! Bat, by neglecting ard slighting this 
transaction, you manifest, by your conduct, 
your disapprobation of what they did; you 
cancel the bond, and declare that you will not 
serve the Lord. For such unbappy youth 
I feel deeply concerned ; and, with the pa- 
rents of such youth, I sincerely sympathize. 
Ah! what mast the pious mother feel, when, 
after all the pangs of nature, and all the 
anxieties of mind she bas experienced ; 
after the anwearied discharge of every daty, 
common and sacred, she beholds him sporp- 

ing with contempt the offers of mercy, 
irgating every thing sacred with neglect or 
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ridicule ?-—her feelings may be imagined, 
but cannot be described. If yon would not 
be the occasion of such grief to your parents, 
remember your baptismal engagement.—-pp. 
86-87. F 
Such is our sense of the import- 
ance of this subject, arid of the use- 
ful manner in which our author has 
treated it, that we could wish to 
see this discourse printed ina cheap 
form for more general circulation. 
The fifth discourse is intitled, 
“a persuasive to church commu- 
nion in early life,” founded on Isa. 
xliv. 3,4, 5. “I will pour water 
upon him that is thirsty,” &c. a 
Shin, useful, hortatory discourse, 
couched in “persuasive” terms. In 
urging a compliance with the duty 
of church-communion on _ the 
young, the author says: ; 
Jesus. Christ deigus to consider himself 
honoured by every one who professes to 
love and serve him. He invites to bis 
throne, to his church, and to bis heart, the 
aged and the helpless. But when the aged 
man or woman séeks admission into the 
church, it is a circumstance which makes 
bat little impression ; it is a sort of natural 
thing for them to seek that comfort in reli- 
gion which they can no longer find in the 
world; and if Christ were not half so -pre- 
cious as he is, and his religion had not one 
thonsandth part of the excellency it really 
possesses, yet it might be considered as af- 
forditg an advantegeous retreat to the weary 
aud worn-out pilgrim. But when the youth- 
ful mind, like a gallant bark, is jast launch- 
ed into the sea of life, when the ardent 
affection, like sails, are spread oat, prepared 
to catch every breeze; when the passions 
usurp the command, and are ready to direct 
to any haven which promises pleasure ; then, 
to see it pursuing a sieady course to the 
haven of bliss, this is a sight at once delight- 
ful and edifying: in a word, to speak with- 
out metaphor, to see a young person amidst 
the temptations and allarements of the world, 
makiug a deliberate choice of Christ, and 
giving up the heart to Kim, affords a proof, 
that in Christ there are powerful attrac- 
tions, and in his service unspeakable de- 
light: and then it reflects honour on Christ. 
pp- 100-101. 


The sizth discourse is intitled ; 
“the honour attached to early 
. piety ;” from 1 Kings, xiv. 13; 
and was delivered soon after the 
death of the late Princess Char- 
lotte, with reference to that mourn- 
ful event. 
she seventh discourse gives “a 
portrait of an excellent young fe- 


A 
et 


male” in the character of Rebekah. * 


It abounds with useful remarks 
and excellent advices to females of 
every class. In p. 156, we noticed 
that the style of the concluding 
sentences of the middle paragraph 
is rather lowered; and that the 
sentence beginning the illustration 
of the following particular was im- 
perfect; having an infinitive mood 
for its nominative, without any fol- 
lowing verb to make it into a pro- 
sition. 

The eighth discourse is intitled, 
“Young Men cautioned against 
the prevailing dangers of the 
present Day,” from Titus ii. 6: 
* Young men likewise exhort to 
be sober minded.” It is a very 
striking appeal to the feelings and 
the interests of our British youth ; 
and is truly worthy of their most 
serious attention. 

The ninth discourse is intitled, 
“* Seasonable Admonitions, in re- 
ference to Conjugal Life ;” of 
which, in a former number, we 
have already taken notice. 

The tenth sermon is “ On the 
Value of the Soul.” The eleventh 
is on “ The Divine Claims ;” from 
Prov. xxiii. 26. “ My Son, give me 
thy Heart ;” and the last “On 
numbering our Days.” 

The highest encomium we can 
give to these addresses is, that they 
are well calculated to “win souls.” 

It is a volume which a father 
would with pious expectation put 
into the hands of his sons and 
daughters, or read on the Sabbath 
to his family. Amidst the accu- 
mulation of works on these topics, 
we may say with truth, that this 
little volume is worthy to become 
a standing work for the instruc- 
tion of succeeding generations. 
The diction is pure, and, in gene- 
ral, forcible. The style and the 
matter for the most part are rather 
more suitable for the educated than 
the illiterate. But the volume 
may be applied to the instruction 
of all, and we trust the intentions 
and prayers of the estimable author 
will be fully answered. 
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Self-Denial: a Sermon preached at the 
. H. F. Burder’s ‘Meeting. Hack- 
ney, May 3, 1821, at.a Monthly As- 
sociation of Ministers and Churches, 
by T'. James.—London, Westley. 
We fully agree with Mr. James, 
that the subject of this discourse is 
of high importance, and of universal 
obligation. The prevailing luxury 
of the age has spread to an alarming 
extent even among the professors 
of Christianity, and we fear there is 
too: much reason to charge many, 
of whose piety we cannot otherwise 
doubt, with an almost total over- 
sight of the duty inculcated in 
this sermon. The approximation 
ef the church to the world, the 
accumulation of wealth by many 
Christian tradesinen and merchants, 
as well as the hurry of engagements 
and perpetual visitmgs, common 
among religious persons in large 
and populous towns, have contri- 
buted to make multitudes of Chris- 
tian professors forget the illustrious 
example of their great Master, and 
have induced upon them habits 
which appear to us to be entirely 
at variance both with the letter and 
spirit of the Gospel. It gives us 
great pleasure, therefore, to intro- 
duce to the notice of our readers, a 
discourse which, with scriptural sim- 
plicity, perspicuity, and energy, in- 
vites their attention to this very im- 
portant, but neglected, subject. 
Mr. James’s text is taken from 
Mark viii. 34. And when he- had 
called tlie le unto him, with his 
disciples also, he said unto them, Who- 
soever will come after me, let-him deny 
himself, and take up his eross, and 
follow me. . After a brief exposition 
of the: context, and of the general 
import of the passage, the preacher 
proceeds under his first head to 
point out in what the duty of self- 
denial consists—it is “ the volun- 
tary and unreserved relinquishment 
of every thing that stands in oppo- 
sition to the divine command, and 
our own spiritual welfare.” He re- 
marks, 1. It must be the result of 
Christian principle. 2. It must be 
universal in its extent. 3. It must 
be lasting in its duration. Under 


the second head he proposes to show 
“** the necessity of this duty.” 1. It 
is necessary to the existence of real 
religion. 2. It is necessary because 
of the strength and prevalence of 
the opposite principle of selfishness, 
3. Itis necessary to the existence 
and stability of our spiritual com- 
fort. 4. As a preparative for hea- 
ven. The third head of discourse 
is devoted to the enforcement of the 
duty of self-denial. The consider- 
ations here employed are, 1. The 
authority of Christ. 2. The in- 
trinsic excellence of the duty itself. 
3. The benefit that will result from 
its exercise. 4. The force of ex- 
ample in patriarchs, pruphets, apos- 
tles, martyrs, and holy men in every 
age, but above all, the example of 


the Son of God. 5. The certainty | 


of success should encourage us to 
deny ourselves. In the conclusion 
the preacher suggests two cautions: 
—1. Weare not to engage in this 
duty in our own strength ;—and 
2. We are to beware of engaging 
in it with any view of thereby pur- 
chasing our redemption, or meriting 
our reward.—Our limits will not 
allow of extract; but we can cor- 
dially recommend this sermon to 
the perusal of all serious Christians. 
It is replete with scriptural senti- 
ment, and is characterized by sim- 
plicity and sobriety. The style, 
though susceptible of emendation in 
a few passages, is commendably 
free from all finery and attempt at 
effect—the prevailing vices of many 
popular sermonizers. We shall in- 
deed be happy to find that this dis- 
course attracts general attention. 
The subject assuredly deserveseit ; 
and we think that no serious Chris- 
tian who peruses the sermon will be 
disappointed, 





Farewell Letiers to a few Friends in 
Britain and America, on returning 


to Bengal in 1821. By William 


Ward, of Serampore.— London, 
Black, Kingsbury, and Co. 6s. , 
Tue Missionary cause is aired 
too dear to all our readers, 
the name of Ward too familiar to 
their cars,-to rendér necessary any 
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lengthened introduction to the ab- 
stract, which we are about to pre- 


sent, of the volume now before us. 


It is not possible to speak too highly 
of the Christian zeal, self-denial 
and perseverance of those indefa- 
tigable men, who, though insu- 
lated in their Missionary efforts 
from Christians of other denomina- 
tions, are yet pursuing, we have 
no doubt, with equal simplicity and 
piety of intention, the great cause 
of the Gospel among the heathen. 
Mr, Ward’s visit to Great Britain 
and America has been productive, 
we trust, of much good. He has 
been able from personal and exten- 
sive observation to describe in 
glowing colours the fearful effects 
of heathen superstitions, and has 
pleaded with deep interest, and we 
hope with great success, the impor- 
tant cause of missions. He has 
now retarned from this land of 
spiritual light to one of darkness 
and the shadow of death, there to 
renew with his brethren at Seram- 
pore, those judicious and _ well- 
directed labours, in which they have 
formany years been engaged. In 
these letters he has left an interest- 
iug legacy. to the Christian world, 
and. a token of especial remem- 
brance to select friends, whose 
names are attached to the several 
letters, of which the volume is made 
up, and among them are many of 
the excellent of the earth, well 
known to the religious public. It 
does not appear that all these letters 
were actually addressed in the first 
instance to the persons whose 
names they bear. They appear 
here rather as sections, or parts of 
distinct essays, or discourses, writ- 
ten indeed somewhat .in the epis- 
tolary style, but continuing the 
same ora similar subject through 
several letters, though addressed to 
different individuals, There are 
several of these letters highly inter- 
esting andinstructive ; among which 
we may mention those that describe 
the, philosophical system of the 

0 , and their popular super- 
Stitions.’ From the letter on the for- 
Mer subject we shall present the 
following extract :— 

“ Three of the six schools of philosophy 
cute famous in India, were atheistical. 
‘The doctrines of these atheists were esta- 

for a considerable period in India, 
aad they are still taught im the system 
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which prevails throughout China; Japan, 
the Burman empire, Siam, Ceylon, &c. 
What an awful thought, Sir, that three 
hundred millions of the human race are, to 
this hour, under a system of avowed 
atheism ! 

«No person has been found wicked enough 
to -maintain that atheism, is as good as 
Christianity; and therefore here we have 
no opponents ;— but a view of the specula- 
tions of the Hindoo theists will unfold a 
system, little better, 1 presume, than 
atheism. 

“ These philosophers, of whom Vedras, 
the compiler of the ‘Védii, was one of the 
most distinguished, tanght that every thing 
we can see, or form any conception of, is 
to be referred to one or the other of these 
two principles: it is either spirit or matter, 
since, besides these, nothing else exists ; 
that all spirit is God ; that God exists with- 
oat attributes in a state of eternal repose, 
intangible, unconnected with any of the 
forms of matter. A state of profound sleep, 
in which the individual has no mental ex- 
ercise whatever, and the state of the an- 
ruffled ocean, are alladed to by this philo- 
sopher, as emblems of the state and bless- 
edness of spirit. Speculations, like these, 
making known a Being without attributes, 
and having no connexion with creatures, is 
surely nothing better than pure atheism ; 
nor is the practical system founded on these 
theories, an atom better than the theory. 

‘“« These philosopbers further teach, that 
the spirit in man is individaated deity ; 
that in this connexion with matter spirit is 
degraded and imprisoned: that the great 
and only basiness of man on earth is to 
seek emancipation, and retarnto the blessed 
source from which he (that is, spirit, for I, 
thou, and he, are referable only to spirit) 
bas been severed. 

* The mode of obtaining emancipation, 
is by the practice of the ceremonies deno- 
minated jogee, all which ceremonies™are 
connected with bodily aasterities, having 
for their object the annihilation of all con- 
scious connexion with the body, and with 
material things. Deliverance from the in- 
fluence of the body, and all material things 
will leave spirit, even while in the body, 
in a state of divine tranquillity, resembling 
that of God, for the passions alone are the 
sources of pain; and will fit the individu- 
ated spirit for re-union to God, for the pas- 
sions are the sources of life and death, 
and confine the individuated spirit to a con- 
tinued course of transmigration, and rivet 
its union to matter, 

And now comes a long list of , these 
jogees, exhibited to us as practising these 
austerities, which are intended to extin- 
guish all attachments, all desires, all che-. 
rished union between the spirit and the, 
body, and between the spirit and the ma- 
terial existences with which itis sarroanded. 
We see these jogees refiring to forests,” 
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i Waldenses, to whom they trace © 


r g all with other be- 
ings, living in solitude and silence, inflict- 
ing on the body the most shocking austeri- 
ties, and increasing them as the body is 
able to bear them, til) the poor wretch 
sinks under the experiment. No doabt, 
myriads have thus perished.” — pp. 38-42. 
In most of these letters there is 
niuch to interest the pious reader, 
and we think no one can peruse 
them without feeling his heart deeply 
engaged to the cause for which the 
writer so ably and feelingly pleads. 
A much greater variety of subjects 
is glanced at than we anticipated 
from the title, and the circum- 
stances of the excellent author. 
Four letters are devoted to an ac- 
count of the Dutch Mennonite 
Baptis/s, as they are rather impro- 
perly named. This account is trans- 
lated by the Rev. Mr. Angas, a 
friend of Mr. Ward’s, and is di- 
vided into four portions, addressed 
to four different individuals. It is 
given on the authority of a work 
published at Breda in 1819. We 
very much question the accuracy of 
some of the statements; particu- 
larly when it is said, ‘‘ that there is 
no reference to baptism in any of the 
confessions of faith of the Wal- 
denses:” and it appears as if the 
author of the work in question, 
after the example of a modern his- 
torian of the Waldenses, wished to 
conceal the avowed and unquestion- 
able fact, that they did baptize in- 
fants; and to make it appear, that 
in this the Mennonites followed the 
example of the Waldenses, from 
whom they pretend to be descended. 
Even the Mennonites can hardly be 
denominated Baptists, as that term 
is understood in England:—for 
though they refuse to baptize in- 
fants—it appears they have a set 
time for the ordinance, and baptize 
the children in consequence of their 
being born of parents who belong 
to their community. They baptize 
them as catechumens at the age of 16, 
and always by pouring or sprink- 
ling, so that they are rather a sect 
between Baptists and Pzdobap- 
tists, and we conceive this method 
makes rather more for the practice 
of the latter than of the former. 
After all, their practice is of no 
authority, for it is demonstrable, 
that in their administration of Bap- 
tism they have grossly departed 
from the primitive practice of the 





their origin: and moreover it is by 
no means proved that they have de- 
scended from that ancient sect.— 
We think the whole account. though 
interesting, rather out of place in 
the farewell letters of a Missionary, 
We cannot pass over. the inconsis- 
tency which appears between the 
statements in the first letter, at pages 
4 and 5, of the wonderful éxertions 
now made by all denominations in 
England for the spread of the Gos- 
pel, and the severe and general in- 
dictment fer inactivity, brought at 
p- 16, and onward to the end of the 
second letter. We think these 
charges, however well-meant, re- 
quire considerable qualification. 
With these brief exceptions, and 
some doubts as to the propriety of 
the form of publication, we can 
most cordially recommend the work 
to the attention of all our rea-, 
ders. It breathes the true spirit of 
the Christian Missionary, and dis- 
plays the ardour of Mr. Ward’s 
mind in the great cause to which he 
has devoted his life. We wish his 
volume an exiensive circulation. 
Woman in India ;—A Poem. Part I. 
Female Influence. By John Lawson, 
Missionary at Calcutta.—London. 
Lawson, Ivy Lane. Price 2s. 
We had an opportunity, a few 
months since, of introducing to the 
notice of our readers, Mr. Lawson’s 
Orient Harpings, and we are happy 
to find, that the public approbation 
of this work has fully justified the 
opinion we expressed. The present 
little tract is only the first part of a 
longer poem, which it seems the 
author designs to publish. The exe- 
cation of this poem will not disap- 
point the admirers of Mr. L’s former 
productions, and we are assured 
that the sentiments pervading the 
whole, will commend themselves to 
every pious reader. The argument 
of the present part is thus stated._ 
The Poem commences with an allasion to 
its altimate design, which is to advocate the 
cause of the miserable females of India. 
Recollections of home favourable to poetry. 
—Power of incident to elicit early : 
lections —Objects of remembrance endeared 
and magnified by distance of time and place 
—Love of nature and home counected.— 
Early impressions strong because of their 
association with maternal love.—Inflaence 
of precept ou the infant mind.—Imagi 
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ription of the crucifixion.— Digression. 
—Death of a child, and parental sorrow.—- 
Datizs of mothers--their opportunities of 
influencing the first workings of thoaght— 


‘their qualifications for this parpose.--Sub- 


jects illustrated by allusion to the case of 
Timothy. —- Scripture sketches. -—- Winter 
scenery at home.——Effects of early religion, 
and maternal influence, exemplified in the 
ease of an infant martyr.” 

We could select several pleasing 
passages for citation, but must con- 
tent ourselves with the following 
simple and natural description of 
maternal endearments. 

“ He who loves nature cannot but love home, 

For there her wonders smote the infant 
sense 

And first impressions wrought, and wove a 
web 

Of sympathies and blest associations 

Tobe unravelled never. Chiefly, thon, 

My mother, art united with each glimpse 


“Of early times. I love to think of days 


When simplest weeds had power to sooth 
the mind ; 

Because those placked by thee, of earliest 
growth, 

My first companions on thy heaving bosom, 

Seemed of a parer white, like the bright 
stars 

With each point dipt in crimson ;—-so | love 

The dream of home, for thoa art buried 
there. 

Those warm caresses of a. mother’s love— 

That look of tenderness, so full, so deep, 

The thousand nameless charins which bung 
abont her, 

The form benigaant——the soft beaming face, 

And sigh of calm solicitade low breathed 

For me, when pale and sick I listless lay 

Upon her neck—are ever brought to mind, 

Connected with some object mach endeared, 

Some rural spot, or oft frequented glen, 

Or note of bird, or form of wildest weed. 

If fever shook the brain, and the dull eye 

Could scarcely look upon the pleasant fields, 

Infolded in thy arms how blest with thee 

Was I to roam about and smell the air, 

And breathe new health from every passing 

_ breeze. 
The = sprig from the dewy hedge, my 
d 


Grasped with delight, and fain my eyes 
would scan 

The golden clouds of the sky, and rove all 
° 


er 

The effalgence of the heavens, and watch 
the lark 

Hymning his morning carol at such heights 

That scarce the melody was heard on earth. 

With thee, my mother, oft the radiant noon 

Gilded our rambles through the brake, in 


quest 

Ofthe fult berry, while thy holy words 

Associated with thy gentle form, 

And with the impressive aspect of thy looks, 
“Cone. Mac. No. 44. 
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Fell on the young osnsenting mind. I loved 

To. hear thy warning voice, and treasure 
deep 

The precept grave, and followed by thy 
prayers. 

What time the night with wintry wild 
winds howled, 

And embers deeply glowed, or fitful glit- 
tered 

With raddy cheerfulness upon thy face ; 

O what did I behold of love and hope 

Mingled so sweetly in thy countenance, 

While kneeling down before thee all devout 

I lisped my prayer, as fell thy sparkling 
tears 

Upon my hands uplifted. From thy lips 

I heard the sad rehearsal of our woe, 

And pondered deep each awfal circamstance 

Ofcurse or blessing upon the human race ; 

How the black fiend became a speckled 
snake, 

Twined sleek and subtle round the tree of 
knowledge 

Tempting to sin ;—or, how the raving storm 

Deluged a guilty world ; bat chiefly bow 

Redemption was procured by dying love. 

With brimfal eyes I heard of thy deep pas- 

sion, 

O Son of God! my infant soul was held 

In mate surprise, while the great mystery 

Rose on the wild imagination.” 


weet ete 


The Cottage of Pella, a Tale of Pales- 
tine: with other Poems. By John 
Holland, author of Sheffield Park, §e. 
London. Longman and Co. 


Peta is the name of a village .to 
which the Christian Jews retired be- 
fore the siege of Jerusalem by Titus. 
This is the principal scene of Mr. 
Holland’s poetic vision. His work 
opens with the description of a 
Christian female walking in the 
neighbourhood of Pella, who is ac- 
costed by a Jewess that had survived 
the destruction of Jerusalem and 
her kindred. Bernice, the Christian 
female gives an account of the apos- 
tacy of her husband. The Jewess 
is introduced to Pella—is convert- 
ed: after which several interesting, 
and rather romantic incidents follow. 
The apostate husband of Bernice 
returns, relatés his escape from the 
destruction of Jerusalem, his subse- 
uent residence and penitence in 

rabia, and how the king of Hira 
was expecting his return with some 
Christian Missionaries. The patri- 
arch consents that the Christians 
shall leave Pella for Arabia, after 
which he dies. On their journey 
these Christians are met by an old 
man, who predicts their degeneracy, 

8K 
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the conquests of Mohammed, the 
extirpation. of the Christians from 
Arabia, and even Judea. The author’s 
design is doubtless praiseworthy, 
and his plan somewhat novel— 
but we cannot speak highly of his 
muse. We are, however, willing to 
allow her an opportunity for dis- 
playing her attractions. The follow- 
ing citation is from the opening of 
the sixth book ;—it is an apostrophe 
to Palestine. 


* Spirit ofeach bard divine, 
Fire my breast and guide my band ; 
San of ancient Palestine, 
Rise and bless the Holy Land! 
Land of deeds exalted long, 
Where thé chosen people trod ; 
Land of prophecy and song ; 
Land of Israel, land of God! 
Land of Miracles sublime, 
Brightening with each ceutury’s loss ; 
‘Transcript of coeval time, 
From creation to the cross! 
There thro’ clouds, prophetic light _ 
Kindled as they passed away : 
Land of shadowy Jewish night ! 
Land of glorious gospel day! 
Prophets, patriarchs, kings, and priests, 
There predicted and adored ; 
Slaughtered hecatombs of beasts 
Piled the altars of the Lord! 
There the holy City stood,—-- 
First and second temples fell ; 
There the Saviour shed bis blood, 
Triumphed there o’er death: and hell! 
There the apostles, called and sent, 
Faith's mysterious themes revealed ; 
Till with toils and sufferings spent, 
Martyrdom their mission sealed. 
Bards unb6rn, in fatare times 

' There may glow with nobler fire, 
Mine are avambitious rhymes, 
Measured to a simple lyre.” 


: 


iritual Recreations in the Chamber 

of Affiiction: or Pious Meditations 

in verse ; written during a protract- 

ed illness of thirteen years. By 

Eliza. London, Westley. Price 6s. 
Amipst the profasion of poetical 
productions which distinguishes the 
present age, we regret to find so few 
that deserve commendation, or are 
likely to subserve the cause either 
of instruction or recreation. With 
regard to a large mass of such pro- 
ductions, we must consider the time 
ex in the composition, utter- 
ly We cannot conceive that 
dull thoughts, and common-place 
sentiments, can acquire any charm 
by being done into rhyme; and we 
could heartily wish that all such 
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versifiers would seriously consider 
how much valuable time, which 
might be profitably employed, either 
for themselves or others, is literally 
thrown away in writing what few will 
read, and none will value, Mut the 
authors. At all events, if their pas- 
sion for rythmical scribbling is incur- 
able, let them confine themselves to 
manuscript: and then they will at least 
have the gratification,of knowing, 
that those productions will be pe- 
rused asa favour by friends, which 
the ungrateful world would scora- 
fully neglect. 

We have no intention of applying 
these observations to the volume be- 
fore us. Though distinguished by 
little poetic fire, these miscellanies 
are yet worthy of attention onseveral 
accounts, They are the productions 
of a female under protracted and 
severe indisposition ;—they are the 
simple breathings of a pious and well- 
informed mind ;—and are designed, 
by awakening the compassion of the 
public, to assist in the support ofa 
suffering Christian female, who is 
deprived of the means she once pos- 
sessed of obtaining a respectable 
support by tuition ; and with a wi- 
dowed mother, is thrown upon the 
providence of a gracious God. To 
the pious and charitable an oppor- 
tunity is presented, by this publica- 
tion, of conferring essential and im- 
portant help upon one, who appears 
in every sense well entitled to Chris- 
tian sympathy. We subjoin the 
following brief specimen, entitled, 
“* Solitary Musings :” 

“ Transitory, fleeting guest, 

In a world which is, at best, 

A world of sin and sorrow ; 

Who can tell how short the stay 

E’re I'm called to haste away? 

Perhaps ‘twill be to-morrow ! 

Trav’ller in a ragged road, 

Which many a pilgrim foot bas trod, 

Oppressed like me and weary ; 
I cast my eyes about to find 
Which way the devious path will wind, 
But oh! the prospects dreary. 
Embarked upon a troubled sea, 
My destined port--eternity ! 
Oh! how I long to make it! 
My Pilot, throngh the foaming tide, 
This shattered bark will safely guide, 
Where storms shall never shake it. 
"Tis he who first the tempest stilled, 
On whose unbroken word I build 
My confidence so stable ; 

He loves me, and has power to save 

From every rough tremendous wave ; 

And, while the surge my bark shall lave, 

I'll still believe him able.” ? 
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EPITOME OF MISSIONARY TRANSACTIONS. 


(Continued Quarterly, and embracing all Protestant Missionary Societies in the World.) 


ttt teettetied 


MISSIONS OF THE UNITED BRETHREN. 





WEST. INDIES. 


New-Epen, Jamaica.—A new building for religious worship, has been lately 
erected in this place capable of containing the congregation of the brethren, in 
number about 500. 

CarmeEL, Jamaica.—The Missionary, J. Hafa, at this Station, speaks with 
t satisfaction of his success, and says, ‘in general, the work of the Lord and 
Holy Spirit, seems more and more to increase in the hearts of the negroes 

under our care.” 

Paramanizo, Suninam.—The Missionary, J. D. Lutzke writes; our —_ 

tion continues uninterruptedly to enjoy peace, protection, and the bles- 
God our Saviour. Every month not a few were added to the church by 

Holy Baptism, or received among the — as candidates for baptism. «* Of most 

of our pe we can say with truth, that they walk in the fear of the Lord, arid 

i onour to the gospel, by which we are greatly encouraged m our work. 
There are, indeed, others who are not of this description, and some we have been 
obliged to exclude, Our congregation consists at present (June 1820) of between 
900 and 1000 souls.” 

The following extract we add as a pleasing specimen of Christian simplicity : 
“If it would but please the Lord to grant me and my wife needful health, that 
we might serve him with alacrity—sometimes, however we feel the want of it. 
oy, eyes remain prétty much as they were after I suffered the operation for 
which I went to. England six years ago. I am thankful that I retain the use of 
one, so as to be able to read and write; the sight of the other is lost. My wife 
begins to be troubled with symptoms of an asthma, which rather distresses us}; 
but as long as we.are able, we shal! rejoice to devote our remaining strength 
to the service of our Saviour, and the souls which he has bought with his most 
precious blood.” 

Anticua.—The Missionary L. Stobwasser is zealously employed at St. John’s 
and its vicinity. He says, ‘‘our church begins to be much too small for 
the congregation. It is low, and intolerably hot, crowded as it always is. If we 
could afford it a new church, to hold at least 2000 people, would be a most 
essential benefit. ‘The present wants repairing, but the idea of building a new 
one is too high for us to soar up to.” 

The Missionary, J. ‘Taylor, at Grace-hill reports very favourably of the work of 
the Lord. The church consists of nearly 400 negroes. Many proprietors and 
managers of estates in the island, favour and promote the propagation of the 
Gospel among the black population. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


GwapEnTHAL.--The accounts from this settlement continue to be very plea- 
sing. The Missionary H. P. Halbeck says, “ last week, (Feb. 1820), my wife and 
I were e 1 in speaking with the baptized, and candidates for the Holy Com- 
munion, and were astonished and edified by the progress which most of them 
have made in the knowledge of themselves as sinners, needing salvation, and of 
the oo and grace of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

“The brethren, Fritsch and Lemmerz, are diligently engaged in the schools, in 
which are about 300 scholars.” . 

“ Por these six weeks past, 36 men and five waggons, have been daily em- 
ployed at the building of the bridge over the river Zonderend; and have, on this 
occasion, shown a willingness and perseverance, un ented in the history of 
the Hottentot nation. Some of our neighbours offered to assist them, and we 
mentioned it to the Hottentots: + No,’ was their answer, ‘ we will complete 
work ourselves, and not by accepting their aid, expose ourselves to‘derision.” In 
aday or two, the five piers in the river will be pag paper they are twelve feet 

ive in thickness ; and according to the depth of the river, from 11 to 14 hi 
the building of a bridge; partially as a private undertaking, and an 
taking of Hottentots, is such an unheard-of thing in this colony, that it is talked 


* 


~ 
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of with astonishment, from Cape Town to Grahamstadt, and will, I trust, silence 
those who accuse the Hottentots of incorrigible sloth and stupidity. Indeed if 
every thing belonging to the building of this bridge had been done by hired la- 
rers, it would probably have cost more than the church. It is, therefore, a 
free-will offering, which a Hottentot community brings to the public convenience 
of the country, and will not be overlooked by Government. 
The number of inhabitants of Gnadenthal at the close of 1819, was 1390; of 
which 482 were communicants. 


. 


LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. . 


Sourn Sea Istanps.—With a view of improving the extraordinary advan- 
tages, which, by the divine blessing have been — to this mission, the direc. 
tors have dispatched a deputation to the islands, consisting of the Rev. Daniel 
Tyerman, late of the Isle of Wight, and George Bennet, Esq. of Sheffield. Mr. 
Gyles, who had been sent out with a view to promote the cultivation of sugar, 
&c. has found it necessary to return, owing to some unfavourable but groundless. 
reports having been spread in the islands by the captain of a vessel which touched 
there. ‘The direct objects of the Society are, nevertheless, proceeding with the 
greatest prosperity. The inhabitants earnestly desire to receive instruction; 
congregations are crowded ; the schools are well attended; families are brought 
to live in distinct dwellings; their habitations and comforts are much improved, 
and in short every facility is afforded for the complete civilization of the natives. 
Their chiefs are in many instances pious, and in eral, afford all needful 
assistance to the Missionaries. The press isat work, and important. selections 
from the Scriptures are translated into the Taheitean tongue. The British and 
Foreign Bible Society have granted 200 reams of td to assist the printing of 
this version. It should also be mentioned to the honour of one of the Directors, 
Alexander Birnie, Esq. that he has provided for the deputation and those who 
paper gid them, a free passage, together with very ample accommodation, in 
one of his own vessels. 

Caiwa:— Assisted by Dr. Milne, Dr. Morrison has at length completed the 
translation of the Holy Scriptures into the Chinese tongue ; and is now employed 
in the compilation of an Anglo-Chinese dictionary, with the hope of facilitati 
the acquisition of the Chinese by future labourers in the vineyard. Of suc 
opportunities for direct religious instruction as -have occurred Dr. M. has availed 
himself: but this country has been hitherto shut against the introduction of the 
Gospel—-not we trust for ever; but only until the Supreme ‘Governor of the 
nations’ shall bid the doors to open for his august reception. 


Matacca.—Dr. Milne observes, respecting the state of this Mission, ‘ that 
while there is much to discourage, there is a t, deal more which is calculated to 
inspire cheerful hopes. Knowledge is sp 8: the number of youth connected 
with the Mission is increasing, opportunities for the circulation of tracts more 
numerous than ever, and the heathen more uently visited in their own habita- 
tions.’ Eight Schools are connected with this Mission. ‘From the mission 
printing-office had issued, during the year 1819, of books in Chinese, including 
copies of portions of Scriptures, magazines, tracts, &c. about 65,000; beside 
20,000 tracts in Malay, and about 3,000 books and tracts in English.’ The Mis- 
sionaries carry on religious services in the Chinese, Malay, Dutch, and English 

The num of hearers is but small. The most useful mode of 
instruction is found to consist in visiting and instructing the natives in their own 
habitations. A young Mahometan and his sister have embraced Christianity, 
and several other Malays are candidates for baptism. Mr. Thomsen generously 
applies the amount of his stipend from the Dutch church to the maintenance of 
twelve young persons, whom he was the means of rescuing from slavery, and he 
has the happiness of seeirig some of them ‘ growing in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.’ 

A commencement has been made in the business of the AncLo-CHINESE 
Co..eeE ; and Dr. Mifne already occupies the apartments assigned tohim. We 
trust this very pa tra pbject will meet with more liberal support, as its bene- 
ficial tendency become better understood. 


Puto Penana.—The progress of this infant Mission affords much encou 
ment, and a considerable sphere of usefulness appears to be opening before the 
brethren. Four schools in Malay and Chinese, Loth for boys and girls, have been 
instituted; and religious services are conducted in the same tongues. Elementary 
books in these languages, connected with English, are about to issue from the 
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The Missionaries have also established a ‘ Christian Asylum for Orphans,’ 
and contemplate several other benevolent institutions. 


Java--Mr. Slater is proceeding with his work here with unremitted applica- 
tion. -Having erected a convenient building, he conducts a school on the British 
System, and also another in the town of Batavia, where he purposes to hold read- 
ings two or three times a week for the benefit of the more inquisitive. The prin- 
cipal means of conveying instruction to the adult Chinese, has hitherto been by 
public conversations ; when they collect in crowds around him. Mr. Slater has 

ed his own house for English worship on the Sabbath mornings. He distri- 
butes tracts on board the Chinese Junks. The Directors have determined to send 
out another Missionary to his assistance. 


Sivcapore.—Mr. Milton has here commenced two schools, a Chinese and a 
Malay ; and pursues the labours of the Mission without interruption, 


Amsorna.—Mr. Kam has performed another journey among the Molucca 
islands; during which he distributed about 3,000 copies of the Malay New 
Testament, supplied by the British and Foreign Bible Society ; since which, the 
imhabitants of one of the islands, (Nasalout,) in consequence of reading the Scrip- 
tures, have destroyed a t number of their idols. 

Four heathens have.lately joined the church under Mr. Kam’s pastoral care. 
A printing office is erected ; and from hence have issued 3,000 copies of a Malay 
catechism, eagerly received by the natives. 


EAST INDIES. 


CatcuTTa.——During the last year the brethren here haye devoted themselves 
more entirely to the ministry of the Gospel among the heathen. In this city and 
its vicinity, they have established twenty-one stations, at each of which there is 
preaching every week. ‘Their new chapel is in a state of considerable forwardness, 
A monthly publication, intitled «The Gospel Magazine,’ priated in English: and 

lee, has been commenced by the brethren, and is widely circulated. One 
ofthe harmonious band of Missionary brothers, Mr. Hampson has been removed 
to his rest; and the health of others suffers from the climate, The Directors 
haye lodged the sum of 1000 rupees, (£125.) in the hands of Mr. Townley, to be 
applied at his discretion to the promotign of female education. 


Cuinsurau.——The native schools here have been reduced to twenty-four, con- 
taining about 2,500 scholars; but the improvements made in the economy of the 
schools, and the increased proficiency of the children are considered as, in a great 
measure, compensating for this reduction. They have been visited by many 
individuals of Feapectability and intelligence, who ae expressed their admiration 
of their economy ; and regard them as a medel for imitation. The Scriptures 
have been intreduced into six or seven of the schools, and the brethren hope they 
shall be able gradually to introduce them into the rest, As an evidence of the 

irit of emulation which has been excited, Mr. Pearson states, that he had 
heard it spoken of by the natives, as a subject of astonishment, to see a Bengalee 
be tears on losing his class. 

r- Pearson now preaches in Bengalee at different parts of the town, in the 
cool of the evening to large and attentive congregations. He has also meetings 
for reading and expounding the Scriptures, prayer, and religious conversation. 

Numerous tracts ave put into circulation ; and scarcely a day passes without 
many applications for them at the mission-house. The brethren have adopted the 

of vega copies of the Gospel Magazine to the more respectable natives of 

hinsurah an 
ly read. 

Various useful school-books in Bengalee, &c. have issued from the Chinsurah 
press; and Mr. Pearson has compiled an English and Bengalee grammar, for the 
use of the adult natives, desirous of learning English. 


Fone this vane and pee md Mr. Pgh nor _— a : 
uring their passage of 900 miles u e Ganges, they uently 
dist buted tracts ditty the natives. We trust the pe tyre of ‘thas Mis- 
sion at the very capital of Hindoo superstition, will, in connexion with the 
of other Societies, be followed by great results. ‘ When once it sur- 
» exclaims Mr. Adam with the eloquence of missionary zeal, “to the 
atmies of the living God,” and the Christian Missionary, standing among its 
en temples, can proclaim, ‘*‘ BENARES THE GREAT IS FALLEN; IS FALLEN ;” 

> We may reasonably expect the march of Christianity will be rapid indeed !” 


its vicinity, to the number of 250. It is understood they are very 
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VizaGaPaTamM.—lIn our last account of this station, we mentioned the labours 
of Mr. Pritchett in the translation of the Scriptures into the Telinga language. 
Having completed the New Testament, and superintended the printing of it at 
Madras, and’ having advanced more than half-way in his translation of the Old 
Testament, he was, in the midst of health and usefulness, suddenly arrested by 
disease, and, in a few days, taken away by death. At the time of his decease, 
his widow was dangerously ill of the fever; but, being recovered, she proposes 
to return with her four children to England. 

The Mission must feel very keenly the loss of such aman. We trust Messrs. 
Gordon and.Dawson, will be enabled still to proceed with their missionary la- 
bours, which must now be so much increased. 


Mannas.—The general state of things at this Presidency, in connexion with 
the Mission, is rapidly improving. The prejudices of the natives are evidently 


on the decline; and even the Brahmins themselves, are becoming more and 


more indifferent to their ancient superstitions. It also appears that many among 
the Mussulmans, entertain less confidence than formerly in the authority of the 
Arabian impostor. 


Betrary.—The number of native Schools here, is now 15, containing about 
600 scholars. 'The Canara Gospels, and the Teloogoo New Testament, together 
with — catechisms, have been introduced into the Schools, where, in general, 
they have been well received. The Scriptures and tracts are very extensively 
distributed ; and, in many instances, it is ascertained they are also read ; as the 
people express a desire to receive explanations of certain passages, which they do 
not fully understand.” A religious book was formerly a rare sight in this part of 
India: the people had no relish for such things: but now they are sought after, 
and seized with the greatest avidity. 

The brethren preach regularly to the Europeans at Bellary; and, in conse- 
uence of the English chaplain’s ill health, they have supplied his place in the 
“piscopalian place of va: es on the Sabbath te crowded congrega- 

tions. Mr. Reeve preaches also at the General Hospital, and distributes tracts. 
Services in the Canara and Tamu! are regularly held tor the benefit of the natives. 
In this, Mr. Abraham, a member of the Church at Bellary renders considerable 
aid. Anundcrayer, the native teacher, continues to be very useful; and in addressing 
the people, speaks with much propriety. A small printing establishment is now 
connected with this Mission, where the printing of the Canarese translation of 
the Scriptures may be carried on. Considerable annual contributions are made 
at this station, to the funds of the Bible, Missionary, and Tract Societies. 


Breteaum.—-To this new statior Mr. Taylor, with the native teacher Ryadass, 
has removed from Bellary. He conducts divine service on the Sabbath mornings 
at the General’s house, when many of the officers attend; and in the evenings, 
preaches to the soldiers in the camp. His sphere of labour among the surround- 
ing heathen, is very extensive. 


Baneatore.-—-A new Mission in undertaken here, under the care of Messrs. 
Forbes and Laidler. They are studying the Canara and Tamul. They state 
that the strongest aversion is entertained against every attempt to educate the 
native females ; and that only females of the vilest and most degraded character, 
have the privilege of parse taught to read. How glorious will the triumph be 
over these barbarous prejudices 


Soutn Travancore.--The number of native Schools at this station, is now 
15, and an improvement is manifest both in the masters and ;the children. To- 
wards the creation of the new place of worship at Nagurcoil, the Rajah of Tan- 
jore has contributed 550 rupees; and the resident has also given a liberal dona- 
tion. At Agatesurwm, the erection of a new place of worship is commenced, very 
near one of the Pagan temples ; and the leading persons in the neighbourhood 
are filled with apprehensions lest the whole village should renounce idolatry. 

About 4000 persons in Travancore have renounced idolatry, have placed them- 
selves under religious instruction, and are nominally Christians. 

Surat.—The brethren here are busily engaged in translating the Scriptures 
into the Guzerat tongue, which is spoken throughout a tract of country, equal 
in extent to England. In this language they have printed and circulated many 
religious tracts, and are en in an edition of 1000 copies of their translation 
of the New Testament. ey carry on worship in English at the Mission- 
house on Sabbath and Wednesday evenings. Places are opened for native worship 
in most parts of the city; some of which are visited by the brethren almost 
every evening. 

(To be continued. 
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VARIETIES, LITERARY, SCIENTIFIC, &c. 


Sa tata tet ete tant etd 


[From a Bombay Paper.] 

Burning of a Young Bride. -—- Seve- 
ral months ago, in the vicinity of 
rnagore, a female victim ‘was 
immolated on the funeral pile, under 
circumstances peculiarly affecting. She 
was a young woman, who had been re- 
cently betrothed to a young man of the 
same town. Every thing was prepared 
for the celebration of the nuptials, which 
had-heen fixed for the next day: the 
relatives of both parties had arrived 
from a distance to honour the marriage 
with their preseuce; and the circle of 
their friends already enjoyed, in antici- 
pation, the festivities which the ap- 
proaching day would usher in. The 
preceding evening, however, the bride- 
m was taken ill of the cholera mor, 

us, and in a few hours was a lifeless 
corpse. Information being conveyed 
of the melancholy event to the bride, 


‘.she instantly declared her determina- 


tion to ascend the funeral pile of her 
betrothed lord. A long debate was 
held between the relations of the bride 
and the priests, respecting the legality 
of the act; the result af which was, 
that in such cases the Shasturs, con- 
sidering the bride as bound to her hus- 
band by the vow she had taken, per- 
mitted a voluntary immolation on the 
funeral pile. The next da¥, therefore, 
instead of the music and joy which had 
been anticipated, the bride was led to 
the banks of the Ganges, amid the 
silent grief of her friends and relatives, 
and burnt with the dead body of her 
intended husband. Times. 


Remarkable Discovery of a Murder.—- 
When Dr. Donne, afterwards Dean of 
St. Paul’s, took possession of the first 
li he ever had, he walked into the 
church-yard, where the sexton was 

ing a o: and throwing up a 
the Doctor took it up, te con- 
template thereon. and found a small 
sprig, or headless nail, sticking in the 
» which he drew out secretly, 

and ae F in the corner of his 
handkerchief. e then demanded of 
the grave-digger, whether he knew 


“whose skull that was; he said he did, 


declaring it had been a man’s who kept a 
brandy shop; an honest drunken Tel. 
‘low, who one night having taken two 
arts of the comfortable creature, was 
jund dead in his bed the next morn- 


ing. “Had he a wife?” « Yes.”— 
.& character does she bear.” ‘*A 


one: only the neighbours re- 
port because aovrumaiel the 
after her husband was buried.” 

. Was enough for the Doctor, who, 


Res 


ay 


under pretence of visiti his - 
vadelere, called on Pee ge Te Per 
several questions, and, among others, 
what sickness her husband died of. She 
giving him the same account, he sud- 

enly opened the handkerchief, and 
cried, in an authoritative voice—-* Wo- 
man, do you know this nail? She was 
struck with horror at the unexpected 
demand, and instantly owned the fact. 


Anecdote of Oliver Cromwell.—During 
the Protectorate, a certain Knight, 
in the county of Surrey, had a law- 
suit with the minister of his parish, 
and whilst the dispute was pend- 
ing, Sir John imagined the sermons 
which were delivered at church were 
preached at him. He therefore com- 
plained against the minister to Oliver, 
who inquired of the poor preacher con- 
cerning it ; and having found that he 
merely reproved common sins, he dis- 
missed the complaining Knight, saying, 
**Go home, Sir John, cal hereafter 
live in friendship with your mini- 
ster ; the word of the Lord is a search- 
ing word, and 1 am afraid it has found 
you out.” 


American Literature—Converted In- 
dian Warrior. 

(We have lately been favoured with a vo- 
lume of the Transactions of the American 
Philosophical Society, which abounds with 
valuable information on the history of the 
Indian tribes, and from which we intend 
occasionally to give our readers some interest- 
ing extracts. We have at present room only 
for the following account of an Indiun 
warrior converted to Christianity.) . 

«In the year 1742, a veteran warrior, 
of the Lenape nation, and Monsey 
tribe, renowned among his own people 
for his bravery and prowess, and t- 
ly dreaded by his enemies, joi the 

hristian Indians who resided at this 
place ( Bethlehem). This man, who was 
at an advanced age, had a most striki 
appearance, and could not be view 
without astonishment. Besides that, 
his body was full of scars, where he 
had been struck and pierced with the 
arrows of the enemy: there was nota 
spot to be seen, on that part of it which 
was exposed to view, which was not 
tatoved over with some drawing re- 
lative to his achievements; so that the 
whole together struck the beholder with 
amazement and terror. Qn his whole 
face, neck, shoulders, arms, thighs, and 
legs, aswell as on his breast and back, 
were represented scenes of the various 
actions and engagements he had been 
in; in short, the whole of his history 
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was here deposited, which was well 
known ‘to those of -his nation, and was 
such, that’all who heard it, thought it 
could never be sur; by man. Far 
from murdering those who were de- 
fencelegs or unarmed, his generosity, as 
well as his cou and skill in war, 
was acknowledged by all. When, after 
his conversion, he was questioned about 
his warlike feats, he meekly and mo- 
destly answered, ‘ That being now 
taken captive by Jesus Christ, it Sia not 
become him to relate the deeds he had 
done while in the service of the evil 
spirit ; but that he was willing to give 
an account of the manner in which he 
had been conquered.’ At his baptism, 
on the 23d of December, 1742, he re- 
ceived the name of Michael, which he 
preserved till his death, which ha 
lon the @ist of July, 1756. He 
ed the life of a true Christian, and was 
always ‘ready and willing to relate the 
history of his conversion, which I heard 


myself from his own mouth. His age 


when he died, was supposed to be about 
’ eighty years.” 

Si in reme 
ture.—(To the Editors. )--The 
instance of the divine sovereignty in 

_** hiding the great mysteries of salva- 
tion, from the wise and prudent, and 
revealing them unto babes,” is ex- 
tracted from Hind’s Life of John 
Bruen, of Bruen Stapleford, in the 
county of Chester, Esq. EB. 

« Among the rest of his (Mr. 
Bruen’s) servants, he had one of special 
note, an old disciple like Mnason, as a 
father in his family to the rest of his 
servants, his name Robert Pasfield, but 
betfer known by the name of Old Robert, 
aman utterly unlearned, being unable 
to read a sentence, or write a syllable. 
Yet was he so well taught of God, that 
by his own industry, and God’s bless- 
ing his mind and memory, he 
 cothbah ors as he did in years, and 

 ripe~ in prema 708, and 
mighty in the Scriptures. Yea he was 
so well acquainted with the history of 
the Bible, and the sum and substance 
of every book and chapter, that hardly 
could any ask him where such a sayin 
or sentence were, but he would, wi 
very little ado, tell them in what book 
and ney they might find it. Inso- 
much that he became as a very profit- 
able index tothe family, to call to mind 
what they had learned, and to recover 
what they had lost by slip of memory : 
and not only so, but a godly instructor, 
and teacher of young 8 also, 
uaint them with the word, and to 


ing Seri 
following 


to a 

exercise their hearts into egy b 
the precepts and examples thereof’; 
which he constantly did, both at home 
and abroad, as he had leisure and liberty 
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so to do. Now if that’ which I have 
often heard;be true, thatbonus textualis, 
is bonus theologus ; a text-man isa 
good divine, then may Old Robert in our 
country proceedings, be allowed fora 
divine, and a doctor also. He had 
many other good parts in him; a 

ift in prayer and praise: very willing, 
and well able to confer of good thi 
careful to hear the word read or ch- 
ed; and to help his own, and his Friends 
memories, by repetitions, and some 
other means as of a strange girdle, 
which, as I shall show you, he had 
framed for himself to that purpose, 
The girdle was of leather, long and 
large, so that for compass it would go 
twice about him. This (for the help of 
his memory) he divided into several 
per and parts (as a carpenter doth 

is rule) and allotted every book of the 
Bible, in their order to some of those 
divisions: as Genesis to thefirst, Exodus 
te tne second, &c. Then for the dis- 
tinction of the chapters of every book; 
he annexed a long point, or thong, unto 
the several divisions, and made knots b 
fives or tens thereupon, to distingui 
the chapters of that book: he had also 
other, either points or rushés, to di- 
vide the chapters into their particular 
contents, or several parts, or verses, as 
occasion did requiré. 

“ This instrument of his own inven- 
tion, he framed and used (as others do 
their 5: and writing) for the better 
help of his understanding, and relief of 
his memory in his hearing of the word 
preached; which he did with so good 
effect and fruit in observing all the 
points and scriptures alledged in a ser. 
mon, and heearce | them upon the points 
and partitions of his girdle, as he heard 
them, that in repeating of the sermon 
afterwards, he himself had great’ be- 
nefit—and many other professors much 
comfort and help, by his handling of 
his girdle, and fingering the points and 
‘divisions of it.” 

“A matter of such wonder untoall 
that ever saw it, and heard him repeata 
sermon by it, that his worthy master 
thought the girdle worthy to be kept 
and reserved in his study, as a monu- 
— of er mercy, and Old agree 

jiety and industry, that he might 
be known to have been neither “* — 
unprofitable in partaking of the 
nx of the ministry. This man and 
his girdle shall rise up in judgment 
against’ many of greater place that 
himself, who being both mindless m 
observing, and careless in retaining 
what they hear or have-heard in the 
preaching of the word, will neither stir 
up the graces of God. which are 1 
them, nor exercise the natural. parts 
aright which God hath given thems 











| our 


SRR EES 


ae 


ae3FRachsS sheeecsk Fez Feec8 BREF 


SMS SOME EHAPTRSSTRAGE BAsse 








“wants, aceording as t 


921.9 
nor practise any artificial helps of their 
own, or other men’s invention, for relief - 
of their own weakness both in mind and 
memory; and for supply of other men’s 


eir hecessities 
may require. ence also we may raise 
a og rebuke of many of better parts, 
who, having many helps, both by arts 
and tongues, logic and learning, art 
of memory, writing by characters or 
otherwise; do not yet set themselves 
and their gifts a work in any good 


“course, to make the best benefit of that 


which they hear for themselves, that 
so they might he profitable to others, 
‘wecording to the places and callings 
wherein the Lord hath set them.” 


Obscurity of three Eminent Scholars.—- 
it is a curious fact that three of the 
best Hebrew and Oriental scholars ever 
ag in this country, were natives of 
, and each of them has given oc- 
casion for foreigners to remark that 
England has not rewarded her learned 
men in any degree adequate to their 


merits. 

William Bedell, afterwards Bishop of 
‘Kilmore in Ireland, was born at Black 
Notley, in Essex, in 1570, and wasa 
most illustrious instance of Oriental 
literature. He was in early life, Chap- 
lain to the English Ambassador at 
Venice, Sir Henry Wotton, aud was 
entrusted by Pather Paul with the 
original manuscript of his History of 
the Council of Trent, and other’ valu- 
able works, which he caused to be 
printed in this country. Burnett says 
of him, “ Diodati, that famous divine 
of Geneva, being come into England 
could meet with no one who could 


_. give him any tidings of him, though he 


was very well acquainted with the 
. He was much surprised that 
auch an extraordinary man, so much 
admired in Venice, so tenderly cherished 
persons of the greatest merit, should 
j Ste sr ek in his Dares sora $ 
lost all ti) i im, 
when, merely by accident, pees him 
 Saedereree of London, —— 
their t surprise and j 
to-each other.” Mr. Bedell held at this 
time the living of St. Edmondsbury, in 
¢ and his known attachment to 
vin prevented for a 
-€onsiderable time his advancement in 
‘the Church. 
_ Joseph Mede was born at Burdon, in 
‘Bosex, in 1586, and to the disgrace of 


sez 
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said, “« that Englishmen deserved not.to 
have such brave scholars, since they 
made no more of them.” The probable 
reason of his being unnoticed by the 
dignitaries of the church was his bias 
towards puritanical, and Calvinistic 
principles; though h's extensive at- 

uaintance with oriental and biblical 
literature caused him to be universally 
esteemed. 

Thomas Cawton was born at Wiver- 
hoe, near Colchester, in Essex, in 1637. 
Tn the year 1656, he was sent to the 
University of Utrecht, (having em- 
braced the cause of the wpe | party) 
where he distinguished himself in the 
Oriental tongues, so as to do honour to 
his country. In 1657, he maintained.a 
thesis in relation to the Syriac version 
of the New Testament, which together 
a fa oj a on the a of 
the rew langu in the study of 
theoretic ne ot he pt sane Hr 

rinted. When he left Utrecht, Pro- 
essor Leusden subscribed ample testi- 
monials in his favour. On Charles 
IL.’s restoration he wrote a copy of 
Hebrew verses to commemorate that 
event, and prove his acquiescence in it. 
Mr. Bruce, (a Scotsman) who studied 
at Utrecht, says, in a letter toa friend, 
‘“* The Professor has a particular regard 
for those of our nation, and takes a great 
leasure in speaking of such of them as 
ve been under his care; but I never 
heard him speak with greater respect than 
of this.gentleman, who was not only emi- 
nent for his knowledge of the Hebrew, 
but in the Syriac also, and other eastern 
” Mr. Wilson, in his History 


of the Dissenting churches of London, 


observes, ‘* It is in some measure.a re- 
proach on our vation, that while man 
of our countrymen are admired for their 
talents ab , their names are scarcely 
known at home, or at least their - 
formances but little attended to. This 
has been the fate, amongst many others, 
of the learned Mr. Thomas Cawton.”— 
Wilson, vol. iv. g, 59 
Supposed Population of the World. 

America : ... . 1230 millions. 

Africa. . . . . 150 —— 

Europe 170 —— 

) ee Se i 


Total, 1000 -—— 


| sale ae ee 9 millions. 
Makometans .. 160 —— 
Professed Christians, 175 —— 
Pagans. . . . . 63536 —— 


1000 —— 
See Pearson's Buchanan's Prize 
Essay at Oxford. 
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I, STATISTICAL VIEW OF DISSENTERS IN ENGLAND AND WALES, 


earnestly our Co 


Wishing to make this department of our work as complete as possible, we 
beg ts to furnish us with all documents and infor. 


mation relating to it, addressed to the Editors at the Publisher's. 


CORNWALL. 
(Continued from page 388.) 
- Lostwitnie..—The Rev. Geo. White- 
‘field is said to have made an attempt to 
preach the Gospel in this place, but 
could not obtain an audience; in conse- 
quence of which he left the town, weep- 
ing scaling rr he vp + the =< ms 
ex is grief in the terms of the 
well knéwn lestentition of our Saviour 
aver the city of Jerusalem. Many sub- 
‘sequent efforts to_introduce the Gospel 
here failed, till in the year 1809, the 
county itinerants were encouraged to 
‘visit it by a pious gentleman, who gave 
a part of his own garden for the erec- 
‘tion of a place of worship, and still con- 
tinues liberally to support the ministry 
of the Gospel there. The meeting- 
house was opened in the year 1811, and 
was for some time supplied once every 
‘Sabbath-day by the Rev. James Sxere, 
‘then of Bodmin. Mr. Skete ultimately 
removed to Lostwithiel, where he was 
ordained over the newly formed church 
in June, 1815, and still continues to la- 
bour there with usefulness. 

a— and Mitar.—Two parishes 
joining to Penryn; appear tohave 
been diatinguishedb by ea ministry 
in the dark time of episcopal —— 
tion.. The following account of the la- 
bours of Mr. Tuomas TreGoss in these 
places, is given by Calamy, in his Me- 
moirs of Non-conformists, oe 
was born of an ancient and genteel fa- 
mily at St. Ives, near to the Land’s 
End, in Cornwall; bred in Exeter Col- 
kee under the tuition of Mr. Francis 
el; was a preacher for two years 
in the place of his nativity, and in 59, 
removed thence to Milar, whence he 
was ejected in 1662. He afterwards 
preached twice every Lord’s-day_in his 
own family, many of the neighbours 
coming in. For this he pate. pn ee 
pear Spry and yet = we 

preach to his fellow pri , ti 
wag released by order From the Deputy- 
Lieutenant. Anno 1663, he removed 
into the parish of Budock, near Penryn, 
and there held on ing privately. 
There_bei ing but once in a 
rp wey church, he ventured 
to officiate there in rather than 

the pore should destitute ; 
which he was again laid up in Lances- 
ton gavl. .He was no-sooner out than 
he preached at Mabe church again, and 


was imprisoned afresh in the same place" 
He was very cheerful in his own spirit, 
and exceeding useful to many, by his 
warm discourses and admonitions, cau- 
tions, and exhortations, in all the times 
of his confinement. He was a fourth 
time in custody of the Mareschal of 
— a Huser one seditious 
person; but very unjustly, for it could 
not be charged pont his, that either in 
his B gyeny me or conference, he so 
much as inveighed against the disci- 
— and liturgy of the church, much 
did he meddle with state affairs. 
But in September, 1667, he was set at 
liberty by a special order from the Ki 
to the Mareschal. After this, he 
numerous meetings at Penryn, and was 
mighty successful in his mmistry. In 
1669, he was sent to the gaol at Exeter, 
for preaching privately in a house at 
Great Torrington, as he was travelli 
in those parts; but he was soon bai 
= a9 Sommbalt oilthent te to 
ay, 1670, he without inter- 
raption in a meeting-place which he 
hired in Mabe ae 4 3 afterwards in- 
formers were troublesome, and many 
fines were laid upon him, which amount- 
ed to £220; et Providence so or- 
dered things as that nothing that he 
had was seized on.. Afterwards, keep- 
ing to the statute number, he preached 
five times every Lord’s-day, and re- 
peated in the ney 4 He p 
every Tuesday and rsday statedly, 
besides occasional exercises ; by which 
labours he soon wore himself away. 
He died January 18, 1670-1. He was 
one of eminent ary (Sa yet, which is 
remarkable, dated his conversion after 
he had been some time in the ministry, 
nay, and a sufferer for ron-conformity 
too. And it is a circumstance that de- 
serves a remark, (whether the man ~ 
was mistaken or ye oe took a 
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It does not appear a there are. at 
present any se te dissenting congre- 
or in the Sertthes of Mabeand i- 

; but we shall hereafter have to nar- 
rate some particulars of the re-introduc- 
tion of the Gospel into Penryn, a mar- 
ket town, which was one of the scenes of 
Mr. owe labours, and in the vici- 
nity of all the others. 

ERTHER.—“ Mr.Joseru Hatsey, 
M. A. was bred in Trinity College, 
Coabeicep under the tuitien of Mr. 
Nathaniel Bradshaw, of Willingham. 
« He was brought into this country,’ 

Calamy, ‘ by Hugh Boscawen, 
eas liv’d as chaplain in his family, 


he preach’d in the church of St. 

1, Penchivell. He was ejected 

in 1662, with the rest of his brethren, 
Ty mn the Five Mile Act, removed 
to with his family. But that 
place being farther from Tregathnan 
than Mr. awen and his lady could 
be easy under, he, at their request, re- 
to Merther, the next parish to 

theirs, where he continued pacing on 
Lord’s-days in his.own house; and 


on Saturday evenings and Lord’s-day, 


in Mr. Boscawen’s house, as 
long as he lived, He had very valua- 
ble ministerial abilities. His sermons 
were rational and very methodical, He 


had a very gentle spirit, and was gene- 
rally honor’d and lov’d by those that 
knew him. The want of a convenient 


school put him upon teaching his own 
children grammar necung, © this was 
no cong 1 gabe ae : house = 
throng’d wi men’s sons of 

best rank, whos though many of them 


averse to non-conformity, ag 
themselves happy in having their chil- 
dren under his roof. w well he 


it. His judgment and tice 
bept i fi dng i dence wits 
up a friendly correspon 
many of Often 
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He.ofien expressed his desire that he 
might not outlive his work; though, 
when the Sabbath came, (which was six 
weeks before his death,) when he was 
unable to preach, he freely resigned 
himself to the will of God. When his 
body was low, his mind was clear. 
With a steady countenance did he look 
the king of terrors in the face. Sucha 
cans and presence of mind, (I use 
the very words of one that was with 
him,) in the last moments, has been 
rarely seen, as was remarkable in him, 
who, with the test’ ease and chear- 
fulness, resign’d his spirit October 1, 
1711, aged 85.” 

Mevaaissey.— The Independent 
meeting-house in this place was built 
about the year 1777, and was fitted up 
with a pulpit and desk belonging to a 
meeting-house at Truro, from which a 
congener had removed in 1776, The 
late Countess of Huntingdon contri- 
buted £100. towards the gg reed of the 
erection of the place at Mevagissey, 
and wished and expécted the to 
be put under her direction and patron. 
age, but to this the congregation would , 
not consent. It was supplied for a 
time by her preachers occasionally, and 
might have the service of some of 
them every Lord’s-day, had her terms 
been acceded to; but the le declin- 
ing that, obtained the Rev. P. Sanrr- | 
son, of Truro, to preach to them once 
every fortnight on the evening of some © 
working-day, and four times in every 

ear he went and administered the 
rd’s Supper tu them; after Mr. Samp- 
son’s decease, they had the same ser- 
vices from one or two ef his successors. 
At all other times,’the service used to 
be conducted by some member or mem- 
bers of the-church, praying and i 
sermons. More than ten years 
in this way. The first stated minister 
was a Mr. KesText, an elderly man, 
without any family, who was satisfied ' 
with a moderate supply of his personal ' 
wams. His attainments were not con- 
siderable, but his ao commanded 
universal respect. He laboured among 
the people for several years till his 
death. After an interval, during which 
the service was oe occasional ' 
supplies, the Rev. Wm. Moore, who 
been a student in the academy at 
Wymondly, visited the place, and was 
ordained pastor in June, 1806. On his 
removal:to Truro, he was ,in> 
1813, by the Rev. J. Guarp, who re- 
moved in 1818, and the Rev. J. EB.» 
Ricwarps, frem a 
his 
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Homerton A. .-- The Annual 
Meetings of the Friends and Sub. 
scribers to this Institution, took place 
on the 26th, 27th, and 28th of June: 

A most admirable sermon was preached 
by the Rev. T. Craig, of Bocking, at the 
mieeting-house in New Broad Street, 
which he has most earnestly been re- 
quested to’publish. T'wo of the senior 
students, Messrs, Edwards and Steer, 
delivered public orations; the ist, on 
«* A Comparative View of the Old and 


” New Dispensations of Divine Grace ;” 


and the ¢d, on “The Moral and Reli- 
gious Advantages of Non-conformity.” 

The classical examination of the stu- 
dents was conducted privately by the 
Rev. S. Newton, of Witham, and the 
Rev. Wim. Wall, of London, according 
to the arrangement adopted last year ; 
and that of the academical students in 
theology and various branches of science, 
in public at the Academy, agreeably to. 
the usual order, at which examination 
the Rev. S. Newton, of Witham, pre- 
sided. The result of the examination 
this year was highly satisfactory ; and 
the friends of the institution who were 
present, expressed the most pleasing 
sentiments of. delight in the improving 
prosperity of the institution. 

Hoxton Academy Anniversary. — On 
Tuesday, July the 3d, the Annual Exa- 
mination of the Students was conducted 
in the presence of a considerable num- 
ber of ministers. The Rev. Dr. Ma- 
nuel presided at the examination in the 


languages and the Rev. Dr. Waugh, 
at the examination in the other yn 2a 
-ments of academic studies. The class 


of the fourth year read, in Chaldee, part 
of the Book of Daniel, and, in Greek, 
part of the third Olynihiac of Demos- 
thenes, They read also their prepara- 
tions from the Divinity Tutor’s Lec- 

on the design of the redemption 


Pr ve perenne oe er 
é¢ Life of Agricola, ‘acitus; 
sy Bae nes se he nt 
nity Tutor's tures on i 
or Gana ot the! Seri to 
i tures te 
Purposes Theoretical . 
‘They were examined also on a variety 
j connected with the critical 
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in the third Book of Euelid’s Ele- 
ments. The class of the first year, read, 
in Greek, a portion of sop’s Fables, 
and, in Latin, part of the sixth book of 
Virgil’s ZEneid, and were examined on 
the philosophy of grammar and of rhe- 
toric. The examiners expressed great 
satisfaction in the displsy of the dili- 
gence and proficiency of the students. 

On Wednesday evening, three of the 
senior students delivered short dis- 
courses at the chapel adjoining the aca- 
demy, before a numerous assembly of 
the friends of the institution: Mr, 
Gear, on the Connection of the Divi. , 
nity of Christ, with other leading Doe- 
trines of Christianitv.--Mr. Pain on 
the Law established by the Gospel.-- 
Mr. Roberts on Divine Influence. , 

On Thursday evening, the Annual 
Meeting of the Subscribers waz held at 
the City of London Tavern; Thomas 
Wilson, Esq. was called to the chair. 
The meeting was addressed by T. Pel- 
latt, Esq., and by the Rev. Mossrs, 
John Burder, J. Stratten, J. Black- 
burh, Jos. Turnbull, Jos. Freeman, 
Jéhn Hooper, B. Jeanes, Rob. Hunt, 
G. Harris, J. Dawson, and “Y. Clark. 
From the Report of the tutors and the 
committee, it appears that nine students 
have, during the past year, entered on 
stations of usefulness. Mr. H. Brom- 
ley has been settled at Appledore, 
Deyon; Mr. J. Matheson, at Durham. 
Mr. J. Griffin, at Exeter; Mr. Wm. 
Low, at Norwood; Mr. John Davies, 
at Bath; Mr. H. Mort, at Bromyard, 
Herefordshire; Mr. R. Soper, at Louth, 
Lincolnshire ; Mr. J. Redford, at Stan- 
sted, Essex ; and Mr. J. Elborough, at 
Thetford, Norfolk. The Report also 
stated, that ‘* introduced by the Rev. S. 
Lowell, the Treasurer had recently the 
gratification of receiving, at Bristol, 
£42. as donations, besides additional 
subscriptions, amounting to sixty f son 
neas annually. Notwithstanding these 
valuable accessions, the expenditure 
has exceeded the incone.” 

Hoxton Association.— On Tuesday even- 
ing, July the 3d, a Sermon ef no ordi- 
nary excellence was preached at Hoxton 
Chapel, by the Rev. G. Redford, of Ux- 
bridge, before the ministers of the Asso- 
ciation, on the Claims of Reason and 
Revelation. On Wednesday mornings 
the ministers held their annual 
at the King’s Head Tavern in the P: 


» when an Essay, displaying great 
manuals was melt ter Rev. Dr. 
Harris, on the Selvation of: ——— 
the Essay, it wasananimously resolved 
pone pe 

a 7a 
was —s Mr. Redford, to induce 
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him to publish his discourse. It is 

hoped that both will. shortly appear. 
H. F. Burner, Secretary. 

Rotherham Independent College. —On 


‘ 'Puesday, June ¢6th, theexamining Com- 


mittee of the Rotherham Independent 
College met and spent the day in in- 
seeepeing the Progress of the Students, 
of which they gave the following Report. 

«* The junior Hebrew class had been 
reading, during the year, the - former 
part of the of Genesis, about 
thirty psalms, and a part of the prophe- 
cies of Ezekiel. They read to the Com- 
mittee the 16th chapter of Genesis, and 
the 30th Psalm, and parsed the former. 
The senior Hebreeans had read almost 
the whole of the Prophecies of Ezekiel, 
and 40 Psalms; and in both these parts 
of Scripture were examined: a part of 


the same’class had also read, in Syriac,” 


above half the Gospel of Matthew, and 
were examined in the 17th chapter, 
comparing this language with the He- 
brew. In Arabic, they hafl read the 
former part cf the Arabic Version of 
Genesis, in Walton’s Polyglot; in two 
Surats of the Koran, and they read 
before the Committee one Surat, and 
_ of one chapter in Genesis. In 
heology the Students, in their second 
and third years, had received between 
thirty and forty Lectures, and were 
examined on the original constitution 
with Adam; on the nature and evil 
of sin; on the covenant of Grace; on 
the person of Christ ; on the office of the 
Mediator, and the surety and the ex- 
tent of each; on the offices of Christ, 
as Prophet, Priest and King; on the 
sacrifice of Christ ; on the state of the 
Redeemer between death and resurrec- 
rection ; on the evidences of his resur- 
reetion and ascension ; on the nature 
and freedom of the will; on the causes 
of the rejection of the Gospel; on the 
of the Holy Spirit; and on reges 
Neration. ‘The same viass liad received 
lectures on the evidences of divine Re- 
velation, and on Biblical Criticism, and 
on Rhetoric; and the junior class had 
a through a course of logic. The 
it class, composed of Students in 
their first year, had read, in Latin, the 
eighth and ninth books of the Aineid ; 
read to your Committee a written 


-translatiun of the Eclogues, and were 


examined in the Hneid. The second 
class in their second and third years, 


-had read in Latin, eighteen odes in the 


z 


Book of Horace, the first book of 
Satires, the Ars Poetica, the first 
of Cicero de Natura Deorum, 
of’ the twenty-third Book of 
M toy d were examined by your 

ttee in Cicerode Natura Deorum, 
in Livy. This class had read in 


ze 


E 
: 


el 


zg 


» extracts from Asop’s Fables, 
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the Facetize of. Hierocles, the Apoph- 
thegms of Plutarch; they read all 
the fifth Book of Homer’s Lliad, and 
rt of the first Book of Herodotus, 
in which, and in Homer, they réad to 
your Committee. The third class, 
composed of Studenfs in their third 
year, had. read the second Book of 
Cicero de Officiis, three Books of Lu- 
ean’s Pharsalia, two Orations of Cicero, 
four of Juvenal’s Satires, and four 
Satires of Persius. They read to usin 
the fourth Satire of Juvenal. Their 
Greek studies had been confined this 
year to extracts from the Morals.and 
Ars Poetica of Aristotle, and from 
Dionysius Halicarnasseus, Longinus 
de Sublimitate, Theophrastus, Polyze- 
nus, /Elianus, Hesiod, Apollonius 
Rhodius, part of the first Book of Thu- 
cydides, and the whole of the Enchiri- 
dion of Epictetus. They read to your 
Committee in Epictetus and Thucydi- 
des. All the Students, through the 
whole year, ‘have been employed in the 
devotional study of the Greek Scrip- 
tures, and had read part of Deutero- 
nomy, the whole of the Epistles to the 
Colossians, Galatians, and part of Thes- 
salonians ; while the junior classes had 
also read a considerable part’ of’ the 
Gospel according to Luke. Part of 
Deuteronomy and I.uke were read to 
your Committeé. ‘I'he elements of 
Algebra, have — some part of 
the attention of the Students, and 
they advanced in this study to the 
knowledge of simple equations. Inter- 
rupted as their studies have been by 
the absence of the Tutors, through the 
pecuniary embarrassments of the Insti- 
tution, it is with great pleasure we 
have witnessed their progress in them. 
The Students delivered. before the 
Annual Meeting of the Subscribers, 
themes, Mr. Johnson, in Latin, on 
the ubiquity of God; Mr. Woodwark, 
in Guesk: on the Lord’s, Supper; and 
Mr. Matthews, in Greek, on Man's 
proneness to Superstition. In the even- 
ing. at the chapel, Mr. Smith delivered. 
an Essay on the Existence of God ; 
Mr. Gatley on the Divinity of Christ ; 
and Mr. Rogers on the Influence of the 
Holy Spirit; after which, Mr. Ham- 
mend of Handsworth, who had been 
educated in the Institution, addressed 
the students on their peculiar duties, 
dangers, trials, and enco ments.” 
‘The number of Students during the 
past year was sixteen; for the. de- 
pressed state of the funds did not admit 
of receiving more. ‘here is still a 
considerable deficiency of funds and a 
heavy balance against the Institution. 
Jobn Clapbam, Esq., and George 
Rawson, Esq. of Leeds, were eee 
Vice-T reasurers, in the place of G. Ben- 


| 
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net, Esq. of Sheffield, who is gone to 
serve the Missionary Society, in the 
South Sea Islands. 


Home Missionary Society.—The Com- 
mittee respectfully informs the subscri- 
bers and religious public that the 
Second Anniversary of the formation 
of the Society will be held on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday, the 7h, 
8th, and 9th of August. 

On Tuesday evening a Meeting of 
Ministers, Subscribers, and Friends 
will be held at the Rev. E. Jones's 
Chapel, Silver Street, Wood Street, 
when an address will be delivered, and 
several of the Missionaries will commu- 
nicate many interesting particulars of 
their success, and encouraging pro- 
spects; the numerous villages within 
the extensive ag of their labours, 
the Sunday schools they have esta- 
blished 


» &e. 

On Wednesday two Sermons will be 
preached, in the morning, at Surry 
Chapel, by the Rev. James Bennett, 
Theological Tutor of Rotherham Aca- 
demy; in the evening, at the Rev. 
John Clayton’s Chapel, in the Poultry, 
by the Rev. William Thorp, of Bristol. 

On an “a y ane ~ Anni- 
versary wi conclu a Mee 
for especial prayer, at the Rev. Thomas 
Stollery’s pel, Chapel Street, Soho, 
for imploring the out-pouring of the 
Holy dpirit on all missionary Oforts, at 
home and abroad, for the entire evan- 
Le age of Britain and the world, 
and for the increasing prosperity and 
success of the Home y tani So- 
ciety. 

The morning service of Wednesday 
will commence at eleven o’clock, and 
the evening service at half-past six. 

Collections will be made for carrying 
on and extending the important objects 
of the Society. 


School Union.—( Extracts from 
the Annual Report, for the year ending 
May 1, 1821.)—The attention of your 
Committee has been. particularly di- 
rected to the consideration Mr. 
Brougham’s Education Bill. Soon after 
the last Annual Meeting they appointed 
a Sub-committee to watch this measure. 
After maturely deliberating on the sub- 
ject, your Committee agreed to call a 
General rs snr ee cep Sun- 
a for the a of Sohne 
vicinity, purpose ideri 
the bill, This was held on the 
9th of April, and resolutions were 
adopted, ss ting the _— = 
agreeing to oppose it, as - 
culated te interfere with Sanday Schools, 
and to abstract the children from their 
met: 7 means of instruction. 

our Committee also ethat many 
of the Unions in connection with your 








, and have instituted investiga- 
tions which satisfactorily shew the great 
inaccuracy of the Parliamentary Re- 
a, the data on which Mr. Bro 

founded his proposed legislative 
enactments. ‘The measures thus adopt- 
ed by these various united societies 
strongly attest the value of such asso- 
ciations. Had there been no united 
societies, who could have made the 
n investigations ?--who would 
have informed the public mind ?--who 
could have acted for isolated, retired, dis- 
united Sunday School teachers? Your 
Committee trust that the stedfast op- 
position which has been marifested 
against Mr. Brougham’s Bill, by the 
most strenuous friends of education, 
will induce the honourable and learned 
gentleman either to withdraw his bill 
altogether, or to modify it most essen- 
tially. Whatever may be the result of 
Mr. Brougham’s bill, your Committee 
believe that the great importance of 
Sunday Schools, and their large extent, 
will be more generally known and ac- 
knowledged by means of the investiga- 
tions and discussions which it has occa- 
sicned; and they trust that gratuitous 
teachers, by their active, general, and 
united exertions, will show to all their 
countrymen that they are able to do 
what the legislature would in vain at- 
tempt, namely, to bring all the unedu- 
cated children of England under the 
means of religious instruction. 

Your Committee have been still oc- 
cupied with the concerns of the Depot : 
in these they have met. with difficulties, 
but they trust that some recent altera- 
tions which they have made will con- 
duce to its prosperity and usefulness. 

Your Committee beg for a moment 
to press on your attention the small- 
ness of the Funps by your 
Society for promoting its extensive ob- 
jects. It is true ‘that your chief 
strength consists in the zeal, activity, 
and perseverance of your united Teach- 
ers; but still the —- Te- 

uires niary support. any poor 
c ildres and adults are still untaught, 
whom — benevolence. may bring 
under the means of instructiun ; many 
villages possess no means for the evan- 
lical instruction of the rising youth; 
the British coloniés, and whole nations 
abroad, are “on for the meahs 
of education.. This Society appeals to 
your christian benevolence to ish it 
oy more — means to 0 mee 
ignorance vity whi 
the world, and which will still be 
its curse, if the young-be not taught 
the know of the Must High, and 
led to the Saviour’s feet. In such a 
cause, urited contributions and associa 
tions, and prayers, and combined ener 





[Aveust, 
Society have ado; resolutions against - 
this bill Long = ¢ 
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ies, are essential for success. Your 
Emmittee oe take Ree leave of 

in the Apostle’s words, so liarly 
vat to the united tdechens Sf the 


F =. while labouring to hasten for- 


ward the day when all shall know the 
Lord from the least to the greatest: 
« Let us consider one another, to pro- 
.voke unto love and works; not 
forsaking the assem of ourselves 
, as the manner of some is, but 
rting one another, and so much 
,the more as we see the day approach- 
ing.” All Communications for the 
Suxpay Scoot Uniow, are requested 
to be forwarded to their Depot, at John 
Street, London, 
directed to the Secretaries. 


airae of a@ New Meeting-house-— 
lay, July 17th, was opened, at 
Maiden Bradley, Wilts, a neat place of 
worship for Protestant Dissenters of 
the pendent denomination. 

The circumstances of the introduction 
of the Gospel into this village are truly 
interesting, About twenty-five years 
ago, it pleased God to bring an inhabi- 
tant of the place-to a sense of need, and 

ive him a desire for the word of life. 

t this time none of his neighbours felt 
any concern for salvation, nor were 
there any pious persons with whom he 
could associate in the parish. For some 
tinie he worshipped in an adjacent vil- 
lage, but, beginning at length to feel 

,anxious for the salvation of his. friends 
and neighbours, he set up a prayer- 
meeting in his house. Soon after this, 
a cottage was licensed for preaching, 
.where many attended. The late Rev. 
.E. D, Jackson, of. Warminster, and 
John Sibree, of Frome, alternately 
preached there in the week. About 
years , the congregation, 
amounting to 150 persons, was a 
to seek another place for their worship. 
Wilts Association purchased a 
small spot of freehold ground, on which 
above meeting-house is erected. 
. Beard preaches regularly on the 
te the people; and, through 
the instrumentality of his labours, with 
that of the minister of the vicinity, a 
church of nearly thirty members is 


F 


re 
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Trial.—A trial of great im- 
-portance to the cause of religious liberty, 
took place on July 23d, at the Quarter 
held at the New aw 

. Mr.Sam. Waller, 


a 1 of respectable character in 
—— and a preacher in con- 


fe Methodists, was indicted for caus- 
& nutsance and obstruction, by preach- 


on the King’s way, near to 
: Line, pYesetaire. Mr. 
+ having stated the case for the, 

, the Chairman (the Rev. 










Mr. Hay,) intimgted that the conduct 
of the defendant had certainly been ille- 

The fact that the defendant had 
preached in the highway to about 200 
persons was then proved. 

Mr. Courtenay, for the defendant, 
made a most animated and impressive 
speech, in the course of which, he ani- 
madverted on the rash and premature 

ion which had been expressed by 
the Chairman. He alluded to the man- 
ner in which the coronation had been 
celebrated a day or two before, and in- 
sisted, that if it were lawful and proper 
that the streets of Manchester should 
be entirely obstructed for several hours, 
by a procession in honour of the King, 
with the magistrates themselves at its 
head, it ought not to be considered as a 
nuisance and an illegal obstruction, for 
100 or 200 persons to meet in the <7 
way, in honour of their Creator.. He 
reteered also to several parts of the New 
Testament, from which it was evident 
that our Saviour and his Apostles had 
preached under’exactly the same cir- 
cumstances as the defendant. 

The Jury, after having retired an 
hour, returned with a special verdict— 
Guilty of an obstruction only. 

The Chairman then intimated, that 
as the prosecution had been commenced 
for the purpose of preventing the prac- 
tice of preaching in the highs , the 
matter might he accomm by a 
promise of not offending in that man- 
ner in future. 

Mr. Courtenay said the defendant 
was entirely in the 
and was willing to endure, with patience, 
whatever punishment might be inflict- 
ed upon him; but what he had done, 
had proceeded from a sense of duty to 
God, and his conscience would not per- 
mit him to make any concessions for 
the past, or promises for the future. 
He was sentenced to be imprisoned. for 
three months. 

On the same day, two women had 
been tried for singing and selling inde- 
cent songs at the Manchester races. 
The Counsel for the prosecution *s 
that the ballads were so extremel¥ ob- 
scene that he should not read them in 
Court. The women pleaded guilty, 
and were sentenced to be imprisoned, 
one for three months, and the other for 
one month !! ! 

Further particulars of this case, so 
interesting to Dissenters at > Lg 
probabl iven in our ne e 
oer sear le that the friends of religious 
li , of different denominations; in 
Mane’ , intend, in some’ public 
manner to express their sense of the 

roceedings in this case, which so serious- 
fy infringe upon their plans of exer- 
tion in the-cause of Christ, by “field- 
preaching in that populous district. 


hands of the Court, © 
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448 LITERARY NOTICES, &c. 


The Editors will feel obliged to Literary Gentlemen and Publishers, for the 


communication of Notices (Post paid) suited to this Department of the 


ConGREGATIONAL MaGazine. 


WORKS PREPARING FOR THE PRESS 

A Member of the Jate Salter’s Hall Con- 
gregation has in the press a work, in 1 yol. 
8vo., addressed to the Old Members of that 
Society, in which some of the Errors of the 
Rev. Dr. Collyer are stated and corrected, 

The Rev. John Campbell, Kingsland, 
London, is about to publish a second vo- 
lame of Travels, containing an Accouat of his 
Second Visit to South Africa, ‘The work 
will contain a map of the country throngh 
which be travelled, engravings of some of 
the towns, illustwative of the dress, man- 
ners, &c. of the natives. 

The Memoranda, containing av imperfect 
account of an interesting meeting, whieh 
was held at Queen Street Chapel, on Thurs- 
day, May 10th. ‘Ihis work will be embel- 


lished with a coppar-platé engraving, rapre- 


senting Priuce Rateffe, as he appeared on 
the platform on the above day. 

In the press, Deism compared with Chris- 
tianity; by the Rev. Edward Chichester, 
In 3 vols. vo. 

Lectures on Botawy ; by Anthony Todd 
Thompson, Esq. 

On the Sitaation and Prospects of this 
Country, in regard to Agricultare, Trade, 
and Finance; ia one volume. ; 

The Miscellaneous Tracts of the-laté Dr. 
William Withering, with a Memoir; by 
Wm. Witbering, Esq. In 2 vols. 8yvo. 

The Lifeofthe Right Hon. Wm. Wynd- 

aia 5 prising, it ting Cor sp 
dence, and the Memoirs of bis Time. By 
Mr. Charles Marsh. 

A New Edition- of Clarke’s Scriptare 
Promises; handsomely priniing iw a small 
pooket volame. 

WORKS RECENTLY PUBLISHED. 

Essays on the Holy Scriptares, the Deity 
of Christ, Public Worship, Prayer, Covet- 
ousuess, Self-Knowledge. By D. Copsey. 
8vo. 7s, 








z 


4 
Cottage Sermons; by, the Rev. Charles 


Davy, Curate of Hampstead Norris, Berks. 


Price 1s. Gd. 

Dr. Chatmers’s Christian andl Civio Eeo- 
nomy 6f targe “fowns. No. 8, on Sabbath 
Schools. Price 1s. This Number finishes 
the first volame. No. 9-wil! be published 
on ‘the Tst of October. 

The Bible the best Teacher. Questions 
anti Answers selected therefrom, for every 
day in the year. By a Parent. Second 
edition. Price 2s. 6d. 

The Works of fhe late Rev. John New- 
ton, Rector of St. Mary Wootnoth, London. 
A new edition. 12 vols. #¢mo. £2. 2s. bis. 

Two Sermons occasioned by the Death 
of the Rev. ‘Phomas Scott, late Rector of 
Aston Sandford, Bucks. By Daniel Wil- 
son, A. M. Second eilition. Price 2s. 64. 

Anecdotes, Religious, Moral, and Enter- 
taining: selected by the Rev. Charles 
Buck. New edition. In 3 vols. 1¢mo. 
12s, beards. ‘ 

A Catechism in Rhyme, Rules of Beba- 
viour, and a Prayer for Young Children in 

anday Schools. By the Rev. Thomas 
Keyworth. 4s. per 100. 

Davrracott’s Soripture Marks of Salvation. 
Drawn up to help Christians to know the 
‘true state of their souls. Abridged by 
Thomas Keyworth. Price 3d. 

The Expedition of Orsua; and the Crimes 
of Agiirra.. By , Robert Soathey, Esq. 
LL.D. Poet Laureaic, &c. 12mo. 5s: 6d. 

One Thousand Experiments in Chemistry, 
accompanied by Practical Observations, 
and several Trousand Processes, io-the ase- 
ful Arts, dependant on that Science. By 
Colin Mackeuzie. 8vo. plates. £1. 1s. bds. 

The Moral ‘Sendeney of Divine Revele- 
tion asserted and illustrated; in Light Dis- 
courses, preached before the University of 
Oxford, ‘in 1891, at the Lecture: founded 
by ‘the late Rev. Jobo Bampton. vo. 
10s. 6d. boards. 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, &c. 
‘Commavications received this month from Rev. Messrs. J..Ryley—d. Herrick—H. 
Barder-—Thomas James— J. E. Good—J. Tarner--N. E. Sloper. ‘ 
A. Allan—Indagator—T: Smith~-O. ©. O.--A Remembrancer of departed Exedl- 
yenee—Thomas Thompson—-Euclid—EXevOepoc —W. Scott. - 





We cannot consent to publish Indagater’s reply to Beezwhary, unless he will allow us 
to obliterate his introductory strictaress They have nothing to-do with the argument, 
aud to us by mo means called for by the spirit of Beezuhary's letter.—A Con- 
othht “Repder of tho Cotigregational Magazine would be glad if any of its corres 
pondents can and will inform bim upoa what principle the ecclesiastical law of England, 
forbidding’ widower to marry his former wifc’s sister, and forbidding a widow to marry 
her former busband’s brother; is foanded.—-We should be happy to insert the reply of 
ErcvOepor to the query on the lawfalness of taking oaths; but in its present form, itis 
too tong for our pages. We think it susceptible of considerable compression, and should 
be happy to be allowed to abridge it to about one-half its present length, or to return it fo 
the writer for this parpose.— We are necessitated to omit several important articles of 
gious Tutelligence farnished by our respected correspondents, in consequence of our pag* 
being filled before we received them. 3 
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